Isaiah 11-12

We’re studying Isaiah 11 – 12 this evening.  These chapters provide fresh water in the midst of the desert; they remind us that there is hope in the midst of the battle and our hope is eternal.
You recall from our previous study, that the people of Judah were facing a tremendous trial.  The army of Assyria was literally outside their gates.  God had promised that the Assyrian army would not come into Jerusalem but he had also told them that they would attack Judah.  So with the armies of Assyria encamped outside of Judah, God is giving Isaiah a message of hope.  But notice that He does not say that He would strike the armies of Assyria and remove them away from Judah.  He does not say that He will deliver them out of their current circumstances.  He points them to an eternal hope, our only hope - the branch that will grow out of the roots of Jesse.

Eternal hope is really the most important one; in fact, it is the only hope that we truly need.  Eternity last forever.  And two nanoseconds after we breathe our last breath in this body we will no longer be concerned about whether lunch is going to be any good or whether we do have to pay four dollars a gallon for gasoline.  At that point, we will have an eternal perspective; we will clearly see what is truly important.  We need more of that eternal perspective today.

Isaiah 11: 1 – 5

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:  2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;  3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:  4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.  5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

Who is the branch?  He is a person.  The Branch is a green shoot (netzer) that would grow from the stump of Jesse.  Taken literally, this is very interesting.  It would be as if a great tree had been cut down and the hope of the forest would come from a small, living shoot that would spring from the base of the old stump.  Symbolically, this is also a very interesting picture.  It presents the hope of Judah and Israel as a green shoot that will come forth out of the stump that has been cut off.  This is the family tree of Jesse; God is saying that his family, the kingly line of David (the son of Jesse), would be cut off.  Even though the family tree of Jesse would appear to be dead, a green shoot will come forth from Jesse's roots and be the salvation for the people of Judah and Israel.  The Branch is the Messiah Jesus.
If Jesus was a descendent of David then shouldn’t he come as a shoot on a limb of the family tree?  How could he come from the stump?  You may remember from John 1:15 that John the Baptist said of Jesus, “This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.”  What does that mean?  We know that Jesus was six months younger than John the Baptist by birth.  But we also know from the first chapter in the book of John that Jesus was in the beginning; that he was with God and that he was God (John 1:1).  So Jesus, born after John the Baptist, had actually come before him because Jesus is eternal; He had no beginning and He has no end.  So, Jesus came before Jesse and as such, He grew forth from the roots of the stump rather than as a little twig on Jesse's family tree.

In Chapter 10 Isaiah had prophesied that God would cut down the mighty forest of Assyria so drastically that a little child could count the number of men left.  In this case, God uses this same picture to show that the real power was not in the mighty forest of Assyria or Lebanon but it was in the tiny green shoot that would grow forth from the stump of Jesse.  The world is impressed by might and power in big numbers.  God is not impressed by our petty ideas of might and power.  He was going to bring real power into this world in the form of a babe born in a stable and laid in a feed trough.  Jesus would be the green shoot that would grow forth from the stump of Jesse.  And He will return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
Jeremiah also refers to the Messiah as the Branch.

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.  6 In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.   

Jeremiah 23:5-6

In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land.









Jeremiah 33:15

Both Isaiah and Jeremiah referred to Jesus the Messiah as the Branch who will be king.

Verse two describes the seven-fold Spirit that would rest upon the Messiah.  Revelation 1:4 refers to the seven spirits around the throne of God.  This is a direct reference to this scripture in Isaiah which describes the sevenfold Spirit of God.

Verse two also prophecies that the Spirit of God would rest upon the Messiah.  Luke 3:22 says, in fact, that the Holy Spirit rested upon Jesus.
And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven saying, thou art my beloved son, and in thee I am well pleased.

Verse three literally says "his delight is in the fear of the Lord."  Jesus delighted in reverencing the Father and doing His will.  In the book of John, Jesus says a couple of very interesting things about his work on the earth: 1) He had accomplished all that the Father gave him to do, and 
2) everything He did pleased the Father.  His delight was in reverencing and obeying the Father.

He will judge with righteousness.  Thank God that Jesus will judge according to his divine knowledge.  He will not judge as a man according to what he sees or hears.  In I Samuel, God told Samuel the prophet, "Man looks on outward appearance but I look on the heart".
He will smite the earth with the rod of his mouth.  This is also referred to in Revelation 19:15 when Jesus returns a second time.

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.                                          Revelation 19:15
II Thessalonians 2:8 describes how he will destroy the wicked one.

And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

II Thessalonians 2:8
So the mighty battle of good versus evil will end when Jesus simply slays Satan with the breath or the spirit of his mouth.  This seems like an anticlimactic end to the great battle but Satan is not on par with Jesus and he cannot withstand the power of Jesus.

In verse five, God says that Jesus is righteous and he is faithful.  Thank God for his righteousness and thank God that we can always count on his righteousness because of his faithfulness.  So, even when we don’t understand our circumstances, we can trust in the righteousness of God to work things according to His own counsel with our best interest and eternity in mind.
Isaiah 11:6 -- 9

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.   7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den.  9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.
In the Millennium, the creation will return to its condition prior to the flood and possibly to the point it was in the Garden of Eden.  There will be tremendous peace between animals that are now at enmity with each other.

Romans 8: 19 -- 21 describes the condition of the earth today and helps us to understand why it is not as God originally intended it.

For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.  20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope,  21 Because the creature (creation) itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.






Romans 8: 19 -- 21
The creation is also under bondage to the curse of sin.  When the Prince of Peace rules and reigns for a thousand years we will see the creation returned to its original order of peace.

When Jesus returns, the creation itself will be delivered from bondage into liberty.  As beautiful as the creation is today, it will be even more glorious during the new Millennium.  I'm excited about that!  Even under the curse, God's creation is amazing.  He placed all of the information necessary for an oak tree to grow hundreds of feet tall in a tiny acorn.  You can plant a tiny tomato seed and a lush green plant will grow to produce 50, 75, or 100 large, ripe red tomatoes.  What a glorious thing God has done in his creation!  But in the millennium we will see a creation even more glorious than we have today, one that is beyond our ability to understand.

Isaiah 11:10

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.
In Romans 15:12 Paul quotes this passage and says that it is a reference to Jesus.  So we can be sure that the Branch, the Root of Jesse is a prophecy of Jesus. 
Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers:   9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.  10 And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people.  11 And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people.  12 And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust.

Romans 15: 8 -- 12

In this passage Paul actually quotes four Old Testament passages which prove that the Messiah would be the Savior not only of Israel but also of the Gentiles.  The final quote is from the passage we’re studying tonight in Isaiah 11:10.

Isaiah 11: 11 -- 16

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.  12 And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.  13 The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.  14 But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon shall obey them.  15 And the LORD shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go over dryshod.  16 And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.

Isaiah says that Messiah will collect the people of Israel from the north, south, east and west.  That includes people from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush (Ethiopia), Elam (the area north of the Persian Gulf), Shinar (Babylon or modern-day Iraq), Hamath (a city in Syria), and the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.
Verse 13 says that the differences between the tribes in northern Israel and southern Israel will end at that time.  Verse 14 refers to the victory that the Israelites will have against the Philistines "toward the West".  Bible scholars have long believed that this was a reference to the Philistines in the southwest portion of the land of Israel.  This land was called Philistia in the Old Testament; we know it today as "the Gaza Strip".  This area is populated by the Palestinians who derive their name from the Latin word for Philistines.  The Romans first coined the term “Palestine” in 70 AD after they had destroyed Jerusalem.  Isn't it interesting that God would know exactly who would live in this area when the Lord would set his hand the second time to bring the children of Israel into the land.

Isaiah also refers to the people of Elam, Moab and Ammon.  These people lived in the area east of Israel that is in modern-day Jordan.

According to verse 11, these events will occur when the Lord regathers the people of Israel the second time.  When is "the second time"?  The first time was when God brought the children of Israel out of Egypt into the land of Canaan.  The second time refers to one of two points.  It is either the time when they returned from captivity in Babylon or it may be a reference to a future point when He brings the people of Israel back into the land from the four corners of the earth.  I believe this is a reference to a future time.
The gathering of the people of Israel started in earnest after World War II and it gained momentum after the fall of communism in 1989 when thousands of Jews immigrated to Israel from Eastern Europe.  The pace of immigration will be even greater at a future point when Jesus the Messiah returns and the new Millennium begins.
In verse 15 Isaiah says that the Lord will strike the tongue of the Egyptian sea.  This is a reference to the Gulf of Suez which is the western branch of the Red Sea that extends north to the Mediterranean Sea.

“The River" is the Euphrates.  This river flowed through the Assyrian Kingdom south through Babylon and Chaldea.  Verse 16 says that God will strike that river so that the people of Israel could walk across it dry shod just as they crossed the Red Sea when they came out of Egypt.

Let's go back for a moment before we move into chapter 12.  Remember that Isaiah is giving this word to a people who are surrounded by a powerful enemy.  The Assyrian army has already moved through Samaria and is bearing down on Judah.  The word of encouragement that God gives to Isaiah does not regard the immediate relief that the people of Israel wanted to hear.  It regards a future point when God will restore Israel to a place of glory.  I'm sure they wished for a word of more immediate relief but that is not what God gave them.

This is a reminder to us as Christians to keep an eternal perspective.  There are times when God supernaturally delivers us out of troubles but there are also times when He supernaturally takes us through the troubles and encourages us to rest in our eternal hope.  This is a promise very near to the hearts of our brothers and sisters who suffer persecution because of their faith.  They suffer the loss of jobs and property, they are tortured  and some are killed because of their faith in Jesus.  They are not placing their hope in a temporary deliverance.  They are placing their hope in eternity with Jesus.  This is also where our hope needs to rest.

In II Corinthians 4:17, Paul tells us that our light affliction which is but for a moment works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.  I believe that.  I don't know enough to fully understand all that it means but in the midst of trials I believe that the troubles are temporary and the weight of glory is much greater, and it is eternal.  That is where our hope rests.
Isaiah 12:1 -- 6

And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me.  2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.  3 Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.  4 And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted.  5 Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth.  6 Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.
This revelation of future deliverance comes with a psalm of thanksgiving in Chapter 12.

God is our salvation.  We can trust without fear.  He is our strong song and our salvation.  It's interesting to note that the Hebrew word used for salvation is Yeshua.  The name Jesus is translated from the Hebrew word Yeshua.  Jesus is our salvation.

In verse three he promises that with joy we will draw water out of wells of salvation.  This isn’t just a sprinkling of salvation; there is a well full!  You probably recall Jesus’ meeting with the woman at the well in John chapter 4 where he told her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that says to you give me to drink you would've asked of him and he would have given you living water.”  He also told her that whoever drinks of the water that he gives will never thirst but the water will be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.  This is the well of salvation.
In John 7:37 -- 39 Jesus again promised the Holy Spirit to satisfy those who thirst.

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)                         John 7: 37 -- 39

This is the well of salvation promised in Isaiah Chapter 12.

In verse four we are encouraged to make mention of his name and declare his works among the people.  You may feel that you do not know enough about the Bible to tell someone about Jesus. You may not be a Bible scholar but you are the world's greatest expert on what God has done for you.  Tell them what Jesus is doing in your life; declare His works among the people.
Verse six tells us that this refers to a time when the Holy One, the Messiah will dwell in the midst of Israel.  This is another reference to the Millennial reign of Christ when he rules the world from Jerusalem.

So we come to the conclusion of these two encouraging chapters for the people of Israel who were facing the Assyrian army.  The true believers in God who were there would be encouraged by this message.  However, those who had no faith in God would continue to wallow in their complaints about their current circumstances.

As believers in Jesus Christ we can be encouraged by the promises in God's Word.  God doesn't always guarantee a change in our circumstances but He promises the peace that passes understanding that will guard our hearts and our minds in Christ; He promises a home eternal in the heavens and it does offer us the opportunity to dwell in Christ today.  This is true regardless of our current circumstances.  
So as you awake in the morning, still in prison, still in the middle of a difficult situation, you can know that Jesus loves you, that He is for you and that He is with you.  Unlike the unbelievers around you, you have hope and your hope rests in the eternal God.  And that should make our attitudes and our actions different from those around us who have no hope.
The green branch from the stump of Jesse is still alive!  He is our hope and he is our promise particularly in the midst of trials.  Think eternally.
Amen!
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