Isaiah 22 -- 23

Throughout much of these first 23 chapters of Isaiah we see God explaining why judgment would fall on the people of Judah and on other prominent kingdoms and nations of the world during that time.  Throughout Biblical history you see God using natural disasters, military actions and economic problems to judge nations.  With that in mind, what do you see happening in the world today?  It is just barely possible that the Lord is trying to alert us to our own poor spiritual condition.  It is no coincidence that we are studying the book of Isaiah even as we see the same events swirling around us that were occurring in Isaiah’s time. 
Isaiah 22

The message that God gives Isaiah in Chapter 22 involves an event that occurred in 701 B.C. when Sennacherib, King of Assyria attacked Judah.  Therefore we know that this prophecy was given to Isaiah prior to that time.

As we began our study you will remember that Judah has long ignored the call of God to repent.  They have continued doing things their own way, "Everything goes on just as it always has."  The feared army of Assyria hasn't come yet.  You have to wonder if the people weren't thinking, "Maybe they won't come and if they do it won't be in our life time."  This is the same sorry state in our nation today.  “Judgment hasn’t come.”  “God doesn’t judge people like that anymore.”  Our rebellion against God is setting us up for fiery trials that we have never experienced in our history.    

Verse 1

The valley of vision mentioned in verse one is a reference to the city of Jerusalem and the Kidron Valley that lies just outside of the city.
Verses  2-3

Verses 2 - 3 depict a people in fear and an army in disarray.  By the time that Sennacherib, King of Assyria, attacked the city of Jerusalem he had already taken 47 cities of Judah and the people of those cities had fled from afar to Jerusalem in order to escape the Assyrian army.
Verse 5

Verse five clearly says that God is the one bringing this Assyrian army into Judah.  Why would the God of Judah permit a foreign army to attack his people?  For many years (and at least 21 chapters in the book of Isaiah) God has been calling the people of Israel and Judah to repentance.  For the most part, they have rejected his call.  The chastening of God had increased over time and his people still refused to repent.  So the chastening of God increases in this chapter to the point at which many people of Judah and 47 of its cities fall into the hands of a cruel king.
This would be a day of trouble (or confusion and destruction).
Remember that this judgment was coming in a time when the people of Judah were very religious.  They were into religious observance but they still had no relationship with the God of Judah.  This causes me a great deal of concern for our nation and for the body of Christ within our nation because we have also rejected the call of God to repent as he has continued to both bless us and chasten us in his grace.  Recent surveys indicate that we are a very “spiritual” people but we have rejected the truth of scripture and the God of the Bible.
Verse 6
Elam is a reference to the Kingdom of Persia which had already been conquered by the Syrians.  The archers of Elam were second only to the Assyrians in their deadliness and effectiveness.

Verse 7
This prophecy was fulfilled to the letter when Sennacherib’s army filled the valleys of Judah and surrounded Jerusalem in 701 B.C.  The army literally came to the gate in the highway of the fuller’s field at the upper conduit of the pool where the Rabshekah spoke with the men of Judah who were lined along the wall of the city.

Verse 8

In verse eight a reference is made to the "House of the Forest".  This was a 200 year old house built from the timber from the Forest of Lebanon by King Solomon.  It was used to store the weapons and shields.
Verse 10

In order to defend the city, Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem had to tear down some of the houses to fill holes in the city wall.  The defense of the city had been somewhat neglected so long that drastic action was needed in order to prevent the Assyrians from entering it.

Under King Hezekiah the people of Judah took wise action in building the canal that stretched under the city of Jerusalem from the upper pool to the lower pool.  This construction job is described in second Chronicles 32:4 - 5, 30.  It is one of the greatest feats of ancient engineering and construction.  They built a canal 1777 feet long through solid rock under the city.  This canal was used to provide water to the city while it was under siege.

However, they “did not look to the maker thereof nor had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago”.  This is obviously a reference to the Lord God.  So the people may have been taking prudent actions but they were still not looking to the Lord.  And these were people who were familiar with the promises of God that are contained in the Old Testament.

I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.  5 They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed.  6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.             Psalm 34: 4 - 6
O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people.  2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.  3 Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.  4 Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore.                                       Psalm 105: 1 - 4
These are just two accounts of God's promise to deliver those who seek in.  What better time to seek Him and when your city is surrounded by an army of 185,000 angry Assyrians?
What better time to seek God than now when world events clearly indicate that we are living in the last days?  What better time to seek the Lord than when the economy is teetering on bankruptcy, natural disasters (flooding in the Midwest, tornadoes, earthquakes in many places, typhoons) are happening all over our nation and the world, and the Middle East is bracing for war between Israel and Iran?  If you're not going to seek Jesus now then when will you seek Him?  Seek the Lord while he may be found!

The writing is on the wall.  We are at a point in world history in which it is more important than ever to be firmly rooted in Jesus Christ.  
I know that there are people in the world who deny this fact.  Peter warned us in II Peter 3:3-12.  He said that in the last days there would be scoffers who are willingly ignorant of God's previous judgment of sin.

Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,  4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.  5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:  6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:  7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.  11  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,  12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

In verse 11 Peter asked us the most important question of our time.  Since we realize that all of these things of the world are going to burn then what manner of persons ought we to be?

The people of Judah in the 22nd chapter of Isaiah were still trying to take prudent actions their own way.  They had not sought the Lord even in dire circumstances.  In the years to come they would pay a terrible price for their rebellion against God.  We still have time but we do not have time to work things out our own way.  We have time to repent, to seek the Lord, and to ask forgiveness for our personal sins and our sins as a nation.

Verses 12-13

God had called the people of Judah to repent and instead they were celebrating their own sinfulness!  They believed that they could defeat the Assyrians in their own strength and they had not sought the Lord.

There are a lot of churchgoing people today who believe that they can defeat the enemy by their own works.  They deny their need for the blood of Jesus to forgive them of their own sins and they believe that they can earn eternal life by their own prudent works.  They also believe that they can live a victorious life today by the sweat of their own brow apart from the work of the Holy Spirit.  They may appear religious but they are wrong.  Their prudent actions will not lead to victory in this life or the next.

There are others who are completely unconcerned about eternal life.  They are living only for what they can get in this life.  These people are spiritually dead pawns of the devil.  They believe that they are masters of their own fate but they are really slaves to sin.  Unless they are brought to new life in Jesus Christ they will suffer an eternity separated from Him in hell.
Verse 14

The iniquity (lifestyles of sin) of the people of Judah would cost many lives.  The sin of the nation would not be purged until their death.  There are many people living in our country today who do not understand that the decline of our economy, the devastation of natural disasters and the ongoing military conflicts we are involved in can be directly traced to the iniquity of our people.  They have set themselves up as God and they are angry with a God who will not excuse their sin and give them what they want.  There is a price to pay.
Verses 15-24
God's instructions to Isaiah take a different turn in these verses.  He shifts from the story of Judah's national sin and looks at two individuals - Shebna and Eliakim.

Shebna was the treasurer in the government of Judah.  He was the second most powerful man in the country.  Shebna means "youth or growth".  He may have been a young man who rose quickly to a prominent office in the land but he was found to be false servant, a hypocrite, and according to Jewish tradition a traitor for the Assyrians.

He was building himself a mausoleum in Jerusalem so that his name would be known forever.  His prime motivation appears to be to exalt Shebna rather than to serve faithfully in the government of King Hezekiah.  To many people he may have appeared to be a faithful servant but God who looks on the heart knew exactly what he was and Shebna would pay an awful price for his deceitfulness.  By the time we reach Isaiah chapter 36 when the Assyrians were at the gates of Jerusalem, Shebna has lost his job and is only scribe.  Eliakim was then over the house of the king.  According to Jewish tradition, Shebna was discovered to be a traitor by the Jews and turned over to the Assyrians who tied him to the tails of two chariot horses and dragged him to death.

Eliakim means “whom God establishes”.  He was a faithful servant of the Lord, and he was a type of Jesus Christ.  Verse 22 is quoted in Revelation 3:7 as a reference to Jesus.

Speaking of Eliakim …

And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.                            Isaiah 22:22

Speaking of Jesus …

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;                                                           Revelation 3:7
Eliakim is referred to as a nail or peg in a sure place.  God tells Isaiah that he will hang on Eliakim all the glory of his father's house.  In Isaiah's day the symbols of a family's glory were mounted on the wall with a strong peg or nail.  This would be similar to our hanging items of importance over the mantle in our living room.

We know that all of the glory of the Father's house is attached to Jesus Christ, God the Son.  Jesus is the sure peg.

Verse 24 also refers to vessels of many kinds that were hung from the peg.  If a family lived in a tent they would attach a sure peg to the center support of the tent and hang all of their cooking and serving vessels (pots and pans, cups and dishes) on it.
In II Timothy 2:20 Paul refers to us as vessels in the house of the Lord, some unto honor and some unto dishonor.  The honorable vessels would be the ones attached to the peg.  These would be the vessels used for cooking and serving food or drink.  The less honorable vessels would be those for unclean uses and would be stored in the corner of the house or tent.  We need to determine whether we are vessels unto honor that are ready for the Master’s use or whether we will be unclean vessels left in the dust.
It is interesting that God chooses to single these two men out in the midst of this national trial.  This seems to tell us that our individual actions are important in the midst of greater events and that we are held accountable for our actions, whether they are right or not.  Are we like Shebna or Eliakim?
Verse 25 refers to Shebna, the treasurer who was in office at the time God gave Isaiah this prophecy.  He would be cut down and destroyed.
Isaiah 23
This is a prophecy of God’s judgment on Tyre, a prominent city of commerce and trade located north of Israel along the Mediterranean Sea.  As you can see, the business of Tyre affected many other cities and nations around the Mediterranean Sea (Egypt, Tarshish in the south of Spain on the western Mediterranean coast).
Tyre was a wealthy city of great importance to the world’s economy.  Regardless its importance, God decreed that Tyre would be destroyed.  The city was attacked and laid waste by the Assyrians and later by the Babylonians.  The people of Tyre moved from the coastal city to an island just off of the coast in order to spare themselves from being attacked again.  In 332 B.C. Alexander the Great destroyed the island city (just as it was prophesied in Ezekiel 26-28 more than 200 years before it occurred).

What city is like Tyre today?  Maybe New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco or possibly one of the great international cities in Europe.  They are wealthy and of great importance.  And like Tyre, the majority of the people in all of these cities refuse to acknowledge God.  As a nation, we are at risk.  Read the headlines and you will see the results of rejecting Jesus and glorifying lifestyles that rebel against Him.  Just today, I read the headlines on Bloomberg.com to get a feel of what is happening in the financial world.  This is what they said:

· Stocks in US decline, European and Asian shares drop.

· Crude oil advances on weaker dollar and news of Israeli military exercises.
· Mexico central bank unexpectedly raises lending rate to 7.75%.
· Ford expects auto results to be worse in 2008 than 2007.
· Hedge fund managers meeting in Monaco say that credit crisis far from over.

· Iran would respond to any attack by Israel with ‘heavy blow’ cleric says.
· Mississippi levees break north of St. Louis.

Those are just the headlines of a single day!
It doesn’t take a prophet to see what is coming.  I believe that we are seeing God withdraw His hand of favor from our land and our economy.  There has never been a time in the history of our nation when we as Christians needed to be more certain that we are standing on the Rock of Jesus Christ.  You cannot depend upon the economy or any other worldly system to save you from the trials that are ahead.  Make sure that you are standing securely on Christ.  The promises in God’s Word are yes and amen to those who trust in Jesus Christ.  They are always sure regardless of the conditions around us.  
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