Isaiah 24
As we return to our study in Isaiah, we find again that the Lord is giving the prophet a vision of judgment and of the victory that awaits on the other side.  As is the case with many of the messages in Isaiah, this one has a near-term and a long-term fulfillment.  It is a message that certainly had meaning for the people of Judah and it has even deeper meaning for us today as we stand on the precipice of end times.

We will see a foreshadowing of the day of the Lord – the Great Tribulation period that will come upon all unbelievers, and we will see a foreshadowing of the millennial reign of Christ that will follow.

Verses 1-4
The Hebrew word translated as “earth” in verse 1 is eretz which is also translated as “the land” in other places.  The land is often used as a reference to Israel and many Bible scholars question whether this is a prophecy of the land of Israel or of the earth?  I believe that it is a prophecy of both.

Based upon these verses, God is the one who will bring these things upon His creation.

1. He will depopulate the earth

2. He will make the planet waste

3. He will turn it upside down
4. He will scatter and disperse its inhabitants

God had already brought similar judgments upon the earth once before.  In Genesis 6, God brought the first three judgments on the earth through the flood of Noah.  He brought the fourth judgment on the inhabitants of the earth in Genesis 11:8-9 when He scattered the people after they had built the tower at Babel.

According to this prophecy, God will bring these four judgments on the earth again.

Some people struggle with the fact that God would judge the world in this way.  Some folks flat out deny that He would do such a thing.  That is because they have a warped view of the ugliness and depravity of sin.  They believe that sin isn’t all that bad so God’s judgment against it couldn’t be all that great.  Or they may believe that God has mellowed out in His old age and that He isn’t as stern as He once was.
Let’s set the record straight.  The God of judgment in the Old Testament is the same one who rules today and the God of grace in the New Testament is the same one who extended grace to the Old Testament believers.  God does not change.  I thank God for His incredible overwhelming grace that saved me from my sin and brought me out of a lifestyle of total depravity.  But I did not know how much I needed His grace until I had a glimpse of how bad my sin was and how deeply it offended a holy God.

The judgment prophesied in these four verses is coming on the world because of sin.  God is righteous in bringing judgment on people who sinned against Him, denied that they were guilty of any wrongdoing and refused His grace in the blood of Jesus Christ.
Romans 1:18-25 gives you an idea of how miserably ugly our sin is.  When you grasp just a little of what these verses say, then you can begin to understand why God is going to bring such a judgment as Isaiah prophecies in chapter 24.
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.  24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:  25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.                                                             Romans 1:18-25
This is an indictment against people who denied (and continue to deny) the authority of God and to deny the authority of Jesus Christ to forgive sin based upon His own blood.  The judgment explained in Isaiah 24 is necessary because of the sinfulness of man that is detailed to some extent in Romans 1.
Note in Isaiah 24:2 that this judgment will affect everyone left on the earth, from kings to slaves.  You will read a similar passage in Revelation 6:12-17.  Both the prophecy of Isaiah and the vision of John in Revelation deal with the Great Tribulation.  This vision given to the Apostle John was a vivid image of what will take place when the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled.
And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;   13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.  14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;  16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:  17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?                                                  Revelation 6:12-17

The passage in Revelation also teaches that everyone will be affected by God’s judgment in the Great Tribulation, “and who shall be able to stand.”
Why is this judgment going to take place?  Read Isaiah 24:5-6 …

Verses 5-6

First of all, man transgressed the laws.  That literally means that “they stepped over the line.”  Individuals as well as cultures can step over the line.  In all of our lives we sinned it up and thought that God wasn’t looking because His judgment did not come immediately.  We lied, cheated, stole, committed adultery, got drunk and then waited for God to turn us to toast.  In His grace, God withheld that judgment and we got the mistaken idea that He wasn’t looking or didn’t care.  God doesn’t settle His accounts every Friday … but He does settle them.  We mistook the long-suffering nature of God for indifference and we increased in our sin until finally … we crossed the line and God’s judgment fell.  We weren’t fried to toast but we were chastened.  Thank God for His grace that He allowed us to come to a point at which we would know His forgiveness before we lost our lives to sin.
Secondly, He said that man had changed the ordinances (torah).  This was not only true of the people of Israel who softened the law; it is also true about us.  We know that the law of God was not given as a means for us to become righteous.  Galatians 3:24 says that the law was our schoolmaster, that it was given in order for us to know that we had a problem and to direct us to Christ as the solution to our sin problem.  However, when we reduce the severity of the law, we also reduce our understanding of how badly we need forgiveness and a Savior.
As a culture, we have also changed God’s law.  We have called murder of unborn children abortion.  We refer to God’s beautiful creation in the womb as “fetal tissue”.  We call it “pro-choice” when the unborn infant has no choice.  

We bring men into judgment for murder, rape & robbery but we protect those who kill the unborn, or commit homosexuality and adultery.  The law of God says that all are sin and that all are guilty of judgment.
Unfortunately, we have also allowed the law and grace of God to be softened within many of our churches.  Divorce is treated as a sign of the times and occurs as regularly among professing Christians as among unbelievers.  Homosexuality is called an alternative lifestyle and is even sanctioned in some churches.  Abortion is debated as if there was something to argue about regarding the murder of the unborn.  We have lost our way.  We have forgotten God’s Word.  As a result, there is a great deal of confusion about the law of God, the judgment of God and the grace of God that leads to forgiveness and restoration.  That is why it is absolutely imperative that we be people of the Word of God in order to return to a correct understanding of sin, judgment, grace and forgiveness.
Third, they had broken the everlasting covenant.  The Bible refers to five covenants as everlasting – 1) not to flood the entire earth again, 2) that the promise of the Messiah would come through Abraham, 3) that Aaron’s sons would be priests, 4) that the Messiah would come from the line of David, and 5) the most important one to us, forgiveness in the blood of Jesus (Hebrews 13:20).
In verse six, God says that the curse (sin) will devour the earth.  Sin devours now but it will be accelerated during the Great Tribulation.  We thought that the sinful activities we engaged in would bring us happiness, that they would add something to our lives.  The Bible says that they devour.  In John 10:10, Jesus says that the thief (Satan) came only to kill, steal and destroy and that is what sin does, it kills us (spiritually and sometimes physically), it steals from us rather than adding anything to us, and it ultimately destroys.  Don’t be fooled.  Satan is not tempting you in order to show you a good time; He wants to destroy you.  Greed, lust and power do not build you up; they destroy you.
Verses 7-12
The party is officially over.  No mirth, no drinking and singing.  Men will cry for wine in the streets; they just want to drown their sorrows.  As you read the description in verses 7-12 you see the devastation of a war zone.  Read the description of the Great Tribulation in Revelation 6-16 and you will see the kind of rampant destruction that will be brought forth by: 1) the sinfulness of man once the Holy Spirit is withdrawn and sin is left unchecked, and 2) the unparalleled natural disasters brought by God’s judgment on a world that rejected Him. 

Verses 13-15

There will be a remnant just as there are a few olives left after the tree is shaken or just as there are some grapes left after the vines are gleaned.  Notice what the remnant will do – they will glorify the Lord!  
This is a picture of the remnants mentioned in Revelation 7 – the 144,000 Jews who accept Jesus Christ (Messianic Jews) during the Tribulation and the saints who are saved as the Messianic Jews spread the gospel.  They cry aloud literally from “beyond the sea”, from the east to the west.

It is interesting to note that they do not cry out for the Lord to save them out of their situation or to get them out of trouble.  They cry out for the glory of the Lord!  That is what we should be crying out for, not for our own situations to be changed but for our hearts to be changed and for Jesus Christ to be glorified in us in the middle of the trial.  
Verse 16

Isaiah looks at the situation and cries, “My leanness, my leanness” or “My misery, my misery” “the treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously”.  Those who had promised assistance would not provide it; Judah had been deceived.

The people of Israel will again be deceived by those who promise assistance.  Speaking of the beast or antichrist in Daniel 9:27 it says, ‘Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate.’  He will make an agreement with the Jews but will break his agreement in the middle of the seven year period (“week”).  He will deal very treacherously with the people of Israel in order to achieve some sort of peace in the Middle East.  Paul warned in I Thessalonians 5:3 that when the people of Israel would be promised peace and safety, then would sudden destruction come upon them as labor pains on a pregnant woman and they shall not escape.

Verses 17-20
There will be no escape.  Those who flee from fear will run into the pit.  Those who get out of the pit will fall into another trap.

The staggering of the earth referred to here may allude to the fact that the earth wobbles slightly as it turns on its axis.  Over time, the wobble increases but it always self-corrects.  Scientists have theorized that the planet would actually flip upside down suddenly if this self-correction did not occur.  Imagine what would happen to the earth’s ecosystem if this were to happen.  There would be great earthquakes, the seasons would be radically changed, and every living thing would be affected.  Then read about the cataclysmic events prophesied in Revelation.  It is possible that this may be the cause of the natural devastation that occurs to the earth as God judges the world during the Great Tribulation.

Verses 21-23
Finally, we come to the conclusion of this judgment and in verse 23 Jesus Christ, the LORD of Host will reign from Mt. Zion for a thousand years as prophesied in Revelation 20:1-6.

There is a wonderful passage in Zechariah 8:1-8 that describes this future event:

Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying,   2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury.  3 Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.  4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age.  5 And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.  6 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts.  7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country;  8 And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.

As you read this chapter and the other passages that we have studied, ponder the message of God’s judgment on a Christ rejecting world.  And think about what we have been saved from by the blood of Jesus.  All of my little problems pale in comparison with the darkness of God’s judgment and the light of the glory that will be revealed when He returns.  I do not have any aches and pains that will not be cured by a new body.  I am not experiencing any trials or difficulties that will not be swept away when I stand before Jesus.
If you are born again in Christ, then the return of Jesus is what we look forward to and all else should be viewed in this light.  If you are not born again in Christ, then the judgment of God is what you have to look forward to and you need to decide if the pleasure of your sin is worth facing the wrath of God during the Great Tribulation and in eternal judgment.

Allow the freedom of life in Christ Jesus to set you free from the bondage of sin that Satan tempts you with during this life.  There is no sinful pleasure that is worth enduring the wrath of God that will come on a world that rejects Him.
Jesus is coming again … soon.
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