Isaiah 25-26
In these two chapters, Isaiah praises the LORD in song.  This is very interesting considering the vision of judgment that the LORD had just given to the prophet.  How could he praise the Lord when he knew what was going to happen to the nation of Judah and to the world?  The answer is found in the last verse of chapter 24:

Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of Hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His ancients gloriously. 
                Isaiah 24:23

Isaiah could praise the Lord because he knew how the story would end.  There would be great trials and judgment but the end would be glorious!  We can praise the Lord in the same spirit because we know what the end will be.  We can read about it in Revelation 21-22.  We can be certain that even though we will endure trials in this world that there is reason to take heart because Jesus has overcome this world (John 16:33).
Just as Nehemiah encouraged the people in Nehemiah 8:10, the joy of the Lord is our strength.
Chapter 25
Verse 1

The truth of God is the basis for our praise for God.  My praise is not based upon how I feel or if I have had a good day.  It isn’t based upon what I believe that the Lord has done for me lately.  It is based upon His truth!  God’s truth abides forever so I can always praise the Lord regardless of how I feel.

Verses 2-4

The city referred to here is probably Babylon.  You may recall from Isaiah 13:19-21 that the city of Babylon was never to be rebuilt.  
And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.  20 It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.                        Isaiah 13:19-20

We know that it has never been occupied or rebuilt since it fell into decay following its fall in the sixth century BC (even though Sadaam Hussein was trying to rebuild it prior to his fall from power).

Verses 5-6

When Jesus returns, He will rule on Mount Zion and provide a literal feast.  This is also a reference to the spiritual feast that He will provide when He returns.  We can enjoy some of this feast today when we are refreshed by the Holy Spirit and fed from the Word of God.

Verses 7-8

Jesus will swallow up death in victory!  When?  According to I Corinthians 15:54-58, it is when we give up these corruptible bodies and receive the incorruptible ones that await all of us as followers of Jesus.

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.  55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?  56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.







I Corinthians 15:54-58

The passage in I Corinthians will be fulfilled when the last trumpet sounds and the dead in Christ are raised (I Corinthians 15:52).  This will be when the church is raptured and we spend seven years with Jesus prior to His return to earth.

It is with this knowledge, that Paul encourages us to be steadfast and immovable as we serve the Lord, knowing that our service is not in vain!  There is value in what we are doing in Christ.  Don’t be discouraged.  Regardless of where you live, regardless of whether or not you are seeing fruit from your faith in Jesus, continue serving the Lord.  There is great value in serving in Christ.   

The rebuke that many Christians suffer will be taken away when Jesus returns and they realize that we have been correct in serving the true and living God.  Until then, we may suffer rebuke and persecution but know that in the end, you will be proven correct to have had faith in Jesus.
Verse 9

This is a reference to the 144,000 Jews who receive Jesus during the Great Tribulation.  They will realize that He is their God.  They had waited and now they would be glad and rejoice in His salvation!

Verses 10-11

This is a sharp rebuke of the pride of Moab in particular and of the pride of all Gentile rulers who have stood against God.  God will bring down their pride and the economy (spoils of their hands).  Moab was known for its pride.  You can read about it in Isaiah 16:6 and in Jeremiah 48:29 where God promised to destroy the nation and its people.

We need to pray for our own country, that we will let go of our own pride and humbly praise the God of the Bible for His blessings in our land.  King Nebuchadnezzar had to learn a very difficult lesson about his own pride (Daniel 4).  At the end of seven years of being humbled to the point of eating grass like an ox, the king proclaimed, ‘Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.’  God is still able to abase all those who walk in pride.

Ditch the pride.  Walk humbly before the Lord all the days of your life.  Pray for Jesus Christ to be glorified in our lives and in our nation.
Chapter 26
Verses 1-2

What does “that day” refer to in verse 1?  It is the day when Jesus returns to rule the earth.  Notice that this song will be sung “in the land of Judah”.  There will be a literal return of Jesus and He will be praised in the land of Judah. 

Verse 3

This is one of the most important verses we have read in our study of Isaiah.  In the middle of the trial with a great deal of trouble still ahead, Isaiah could encourage the people with the message that the Lord would keep in perfect peace those whose minds were stayed upon Him.  In Hebrew, Isaiah was literally saying, ‘Thou will keep him in perfect peace (peace, peace) whose mind (imagination, thoughts) are stayed (lean upon, borne up by, established in) thee.’
That is true today!  We need to guard against letting our thoughts wander, against allowing our imaginations go down rabbit trails as we think about what could go wrong, what may be happening in our homes, or wandering back through old times and old ways.
We are encouraged in I Corinthians 10:3-5 to take thoughts captive to the obedience of Christ.  We need to let our minds ponder the wonders of our Savior rather than wander through thoughts of the past or worry about things in the future.

Fix your mind on Jesus Christ, the author and finisher of our faith.  Do not fall into the trap of wondering what the enemy is up to.  The promise is … God will keep in peace, peace those whose thoughts and imaginations are fixed upon, established in Him.

Why?  According to the rest of verse 3, it is because we trust in God.  The Hebrew word translated “trust” means to “hide for a refuge in, are confident in, live without a care” in God.  The Lord has given us permission to live without worry and fear.  We can live in Christ; we can hide for a refuge in Christ; we can live without worry or care in Christ.

Verse 4

Then Isaiah turns to the people and says on the basis of the promise in verse 3, that we should trust in the Lord, YAH YHWH for in Him is everlasting strength (the Rock of Ages)!  Note the enthusiasm of Isaiah even in the middle of the trial!  He can proclaim this promise and encouragement in his present situation with judgment coming.  The Lord God is the One who will bring us through all of the trials of this life.  We can trust in His grace and His protection even with trials ahead!
Verses 5-6

In time, God will bring down those who rule in pride.  Remember that.  The situations that bring oppression will not last forever.  Those who rule over others in pride, those who lord it over others will be brought down.  Please hear this message; we can either get it and drop the pride or we can ignore it and be judged for our pride later  ( we either “get it” or we will get it).
Verses 7-9

This is another reference to the Jewish believers who wait for the Lord and will receive Christ during the Great Tribulation.  They will be able to say that the desire of their soul is for God!
Can we say this?  Is God the delight or desire of our soul?  If not, then make Jesus Christ the desire of your soul.  He promises in Matthew 5:6 that those who hunger and thirst after righteousness will be filled, in fact, these are the people who will be truly blessed!  These are the ones with the same hearts as those in verse eight.  Their desire is for our righteous Lord, so much so that they hunger and thirst after Him.  As David said in Psalm 42:1, “As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you oh God.”

Verses 10-11

In these verses, Isaiah contrasts the response of the righteous in the previous verses with that of the ungodly who do not care about nor have any interest in the Lord.  They don’t even see when the hand of the Lord is lifted up; however, they will eventually see and be disappointed (ashamed) when they see that the followers of Jesus were correct.
Throughout scripture you see the fire of the wicked devouring themselves.  God permitted the enemies of Judah to destroy one another in II Chronicles 20 when the Ammonites, Moabites and the people of Mt. Seir were united against King Jehoshaphat.  The king and the people responded by humbly seeking the Lord and He intervened.  When the men of Judah drew near to battle, they found that the factions of the enemy had attacked and destroyed each other (II Chronicles 20:20-24). 

In our own culture, many violent crimes are committed against the violent.  Someone is shot outside of a bar at 2:00 AM or someone is stabbed to death in a crack house.  Then the one who committed the crime is sentenced to a long term in prison.  In both cases, the fire of the wicked devoured the wicked.  Thank God that He has given us a way to escape from this lifestyle so that we do not have to continue suffering the burning for the wickedness that we once lived in.


Verses 12-14
This is a reference to the past idols that the people of Israel worshipped.  These false gods had dominion over them.  But praise God that He had removed them and He will remove them again once and for all.

When we received Jesus Christ as our Lord we repented for worshipping some false gods.  We may have worshipped our bank accounts or our reputations.  We may have worshipped a can of booze or a joint.  We may have worshipped pornography or other forms of sexual gratification.  In any case, when Jesus entered our lives, we put these old idols to death; they no longer had anything to do with who we are as believers in Jesus Christ.  If you are still hanging on to some memory of these old gods, then allow the Holy Spirit to rid you of them today.  Get them out of your life.  God can make even the memory of them to perish.

Verses 15-16
Notice that it is the Lord who has increased the nation to the end of the earth!  God has done it.  This may be a reference to the dispersion of the Jews all over the world or it may be a reference to the spread of Christians all over the earth.  The church is referred to as a nation (or people group) a number of times in the New Testament and I believe that this passage is a prophecy of the spread of the “holy nation” mentioned in I Peter 2:9. 

It was in the midst of some tight spots that we cried unto God and He heard us (verses 16).  Thank God for His chastening that led to our repentance.

Verses 17-18

The work of the Lord is contrasted with the work of man.  God has increased the nation (verses 15-16) but man has gone through pain believing that they were bringing forth works meet for repentance but they brought forth wind.  Man cannot make himself right with God; that is emptiness.  God has already accomplished everything necessary for us to be right with Him.  We need to enter into the His finished work on the cross.  And then allow the Holy Spirit to work in us both to will and to do for His good pleasure (Philippians 2:12-13).  Then we will see, as the early church saw, that it is the Lord who adds those who would be saved (Acts 2:47).

All of the power needed to accomplish anything worthwhile on this earth is found in Christ.  Jesus is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption (I Corinthians 1:30).  
Verse 19

The resurrection of the dead is shadowy in the Old Testament but it is taught there.  Job believed it (Job 19:25) and God revealed it to Isaiah too.  Job saw a resurrected Savior; Isaiah saw resurrected people. 

This passage may also be a reference to the Jews who will be brought to life spiritually.  God gave Ezekiel a powerful vision of this resurrection in Ezekiel 37.

Verses 20-21

When God judges the earth, He will hide the people of Israel under His protection.  Many of the people of Israel will be kept in the rock city of Petra (in modern-day Jordan.).  This is presented in picture in Revelation 12:1-6.  In verse six of that passage, it says, ‘And the woman (Israel) fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.’
God will protect the nation of Israel for 1260 days in the wilderness.  As it says in Isaiah 26:20, this will last “until the indignation is overpast”.

Isaiah was able to praise the Lord even before the judgment began because he could see the glory of the Lord that would result.  God has not promised us a walk through the tulips in this world but He has promised that He would never leave us or forsake us.

Jesus told his disciples something about the trials that we all face.  In John 16:33 He encouraged them and put the trials in proper perspective:

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.     John 16:33

 AMEN!!!
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