Isaiah 27
The main theme of chapter 27 is the re-gathering and future glory of Israel.  The secondary one is the chastening or disciplining that must first come because of their sin.

Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.  5 for his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.                                Psalm 30:4-5

The people of Israel would experience God’s anger for a time but they can also look forward to His favor.  This is true for the people of Israel.  It is also true for us.

In order to understand the promise of God to Israel in this chapter and in other passages in Isaiah, it is important to understand God’s covenant with Israel.

God’s unconditional covenant with Abraham still stands.  He promised to give Abraham the land.  He promised to make of him a great nation.  He promised that through the seed of Abraham, the world would be blessed.  These are unconditional promises:
Genesis 17:1-8
God’s promise to Abraham

Genesis 26:2-4
God extends His promise to Isaac

Genesis 35:10-12
God extends His promise to Jacob who became Israel

God later promised that the nation of Israel would never cease to exist before Him.  These are but four scripture passages which discuss the unconditional promises of God to the people of Israel:

Psalm 105:8-12

Jeremiah 31:32-37

Jeremiah 32:37-44

Jeremiah 33:23-26

Why would God make and keep these promises to a people who would reject Him?  According to Ezekiel 36:16-38, it was for His own glory.  Here is a short excerpt from that passage:
Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went.   23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes.   24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.  

     Ezekiel 36:22-24 

What about the church?  Didn’t the church replace Israel?  No.  Read Romans 11, particularly verses 13-25.  Here is a portion of that passage as well:

For if the casting away of them (Israel) be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?  16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches.  17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou (Gentile Christians), being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree;  18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.  19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in.  20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:  21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.  22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.  23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again.  24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree?   25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 










     Romans 11:15-25

The fulfillment of this promise can be seen, in part, in Revelation 7:2-8 where the 144,000 “of all the tribes of the children of Israel” are saved. (Revelation 7:4).  When the fullness of the Gentiles has come in then will the eyes of the Israelites be opened and they will recognize that Jesus is the Messiah.

It is important for us to see God’s faithfulness to Israel for a number of reasons: 1) in order to have a correct understanding of Bible prophecy,  2) to see that God keeps His promises, and 3) to see that the God of grace who still loves Israel still loves us too, even though we fail. 

Chapter 27

Verse 1

In that day  -  refers to the day of the Lord mentioned in Isaiah 26:1.  This is the same day in which the events of Isaiah 26:21 will take place.

For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.
This day is also referred to in Isaiah 27:2, 12 & 13.  It is the day of Jesus’ return to earth!
What will happen in that day?

The Lord will punish (visit with hostile intent, deliver to keep, hurt) leviathan with his sore (cruel, severe) great, strong (bold, hard) sword.  According to Ephesians 6:17, the Sword of the Spirit is the Word of God.  The sword is usually used in scripture as a type of God’s Word.  Notice how the enemies are slain when Jesus returns:

And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.  21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.  








Revelation 19:20-21

Who is leviathan?

Leviathan is also mentioned in these passages:
Job 41:1-10

Psalm 74:12-14

Psalm 104:26

David Guzik writes concerning leviathan …

“Some make the connection between Leviathan and ancient myths of nations near Israel. “The language used draws on mythology; but this need cause us no serious problem. Writers, whether of Scripture or otherwise, frequently use illustrative material, drawing that material from a wide variety of sources: nature, history, mythology, or literature. The use of mythology her simply shows that Isaiah and his readers knew the mythological stories, not that they believed them. If a modern historian referred to a fierce and aggressive nation as ‘a great dragon,’ would his readers assume he believed in the objective existence of such creatures? Surely not!” (Grogan)

While there is an illustrative element here, Isaiah may be more literal than many would like to admit. If Satan could manifest himself as a serpent to Eve in the Garden of Eden, why not also manifest himself as a dreadful sea-dragon?”
“Leviathan” literally means “serpent or a dragon”.  In Genesis 3:1-5 & Revelation 12:9 Satan is depicted as a serpent.  In Revelation 12:3-17, the story is told of the defeat of Satan, and he is depicted as a dragon and a serpent.  Revelation 12:9 says that Satan is the serpent and the great dragon mentioned earlier in the chapter:

And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

The beast or antichrist also resembles a dragon in Revelation 13:2-10.  The false prophet is said to look like a lamb but speak like a dragon in Revelation 13:11.  Both of these men are representatives of Satan, the real dragon or serpent.

I believe that the leviathan, the fleeing, twisting serpent or sea dragon mentioned in Isaiah 27:1 is the same dragon spoken of in Genesis 3, Revelation 12 and finally in Revelation 20.  It is Satan.
The defeat of leviathan depicted in Isaiah 27:1 is the same event prophesied of in Revelation 20:1-3:
And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.   2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,   3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.

In that day, the Lord will slay the dragon that is in the sea!  This is the end of Satan for a thousand years!  It is also the beginning of the Millennium when Jesus Christ comes to rule on the earth from Mt. Zion in Jerusalem.

What will follow?

Verses 2-3
In that day …
Sing a song of a vineyard.

In Isaiah 5:1-7, the Lord sung of an unproductive, unfaithful vineyard.  The song of the vineyard in Isaiah 27 is very different.  Both vineyards picture the people of Israel.  In Isaiah 5, they were rebellious; in Isaiah 27 they are redeemed and protected by the Lord in the Millennial reign of Christ.  The Lord waters it every moment and keeps it to be sure that no one hurts it.
Verse 4-6
The Lord no longer is angry toward his vineyard.  However, the people of Israel still have two options: 1) they can oppose God (as thorns and briers in a vineyard) and He will burn them up, or 
2) they can come to Him, taking hold of HIS strength and make peace with Him

How can we have peace with God?

There is only one way and the Bible tells us in Romans 5:1:
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  








Romans 5:1

We have the same options as the people of Israel.  We can oppose Him and be burned up or we can take hold of His refuge by faith in Jesus Christ and have peace with God.
These verses tell us that Jacob WILL take root; Israel WILL blossom and bud and fill the face of the earth with fruit.  This is partially fulfilled in the resettlement of the land of Israel.  The tiny nation of Israel is now one of the largest exporters of fruit in the world.  The majority of the fruit sold in Europe is grown in Israel!
For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.









                 Isaiah 51:3
This prophecy will be completely fulfilled when the Lord rules from Jerusalem and the world enjoys the spiritual fruit that comes from the land.

Verses 7-8
The New King James Version translates these two verses like this:

Has He struck Israel as He struck those who struck him? Or has He been slain according to the slaughter of those who were slain by Him?  8 In measure, by sending it away, You contended with it. He removes it by His rough wind in the day of the east wind.   NKJV
Did the Lord smite Israel as hard as He smote those who struck Israel?  No.  Those nations were destroyed.  Note that verse 8 says that they were chastened “in measure”, not beyond measure.

The east wind can blow violently in the Middle East.  God would shield them from its full force but it would blow.  The wind is used here as a metaphor for the Babylonian army that would attack from the east. 
Verse 9
It was by the sending of the east wind (Babylonian army) that the vineyard (Israel) was purged.  The fruit (or benefit) of the chastening of Israel would be that God would remove their sin.  The evidence of Israel’s repentance would be the removal of the altars, groves and idols that the people had previously worshipped.

Verse 10
Because of her sin, the city of Jerusalem would be left desolate for a while.  God had already given this message to Isaiah in 24:10-12.  Praise the Lord that when they make salvation their walls and defense (Isaiah 26:1), then they will never be destroyed.
Verses 11-12

There is an interesting illusion to Israel as the “branches broken off” in Romans 11:17-19 that we read earlier.
We know that the passage in Romans 11 refers to the time that we are living in when we (the wild olive branches) are being grafted in.  Isaiah 27:8-11 refers to this same period when the branches are broken off.  According to Romans 11:25, this period will continue until the “fullness of the Gentiles” has come in.  

“The people have no understanding” so the Lord will not have mercy on them.  God’s chastening came because the people of Israel refused to hear his earlier warnings.  Immediately after Isaiah saw the Lord sitting on the throne in the Holy of Holies, he was given a commission.  The Lord told him:  
And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.  10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.  11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,  12 And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

Isaiah 6:9-12
Later in the book of Isaiah you find that the Lord shut their eyes completely because of their unbelief. 

They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand.                               Isaiah 44:18

Seven hundred and forty years later, Jesus would quote Isaiah 6:9-10 as His reason for speaking to the people in parables.   

Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.  14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:  15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.                      Matthew 13: 13-15

Verses 12-13
The times of the Gentiles having ended, God will completely fulfill His promise to the nation of Israel in re-gathering her people into the land.

“In that day” … the Lord will thresh from the Euphrates (the channel of the river) to the Nile in Egypt and He will deliver all of the Israelites who were about to perish out of the lands of Egypt (world) and Assyria (Iraq) and they will worship Him on the holy mount in Jerusalem.

The passage in Zechariah 10:8-12 also refers to the re-gathering of Israel that will take place in that day:

I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased.  9 And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children, and turn again.  10 I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them.  11 And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away.  12 And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD.






        



Zechariah 10:8-12

You see how important it is for us to see the nation of Israel within God’s plan of redemption for all men.  Those who reject God’s covenant with Israel cannot understand or explain large portions of scripture.  As a result, they cannot understand the Bible and they become frustrated with their own lack of growth in the Lord.

God still has a remnant within the people of Israel.  He will seal 144,000 of them during the Great Tribulation and they will evangelize the world during the time of Jacob’s trouble.  And God will completely fulfill His promise to restore the people of Israel to the land – for His glory and His own name’s sake (as He says in Ezekiel 36:22).  Then will the world know that He is the LORD when He is sanctified in them before the eyes of the world (Ezekiel 26:23).

It is all for God’s glory.
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