Isaiah 28
The praises of Isaiah 25-27 having ended, Isaiah returns to a more near-term issue … the judgment to come upon Ephraim (the northern kingdom) and the warning to Judah (the southern kingdom).  What can we learn from these two messages that would seem to apply only to the people of Israel living in the 7th-8th century BC?  You may be surprised …

Verse 1

Men often swell in foolish pride as they sink into drunkenness.  The Bible repeatedly warns against it and the foolishness that it can lead to – anger, violence, adultery, addiction.  There is nothing new under the sun.  The enemy has used drunkenness to ruin many families, to bring many men to prison and even more to having nothing but a piece of bread.

Verse 2-4
The glorious beauty of Ephraim was very temporary.  We are often fooled by the shininess of a new car, the beauty of a young girl or the glory of our buildings and natural resources.  Remember that the outer beauty is temporary. 

The pride of the men of Ephraim and the beauty of their fruitful valleys would be trodden down by the Assyrian army in 722 BC.
Verses 5-6
When that day came, the Lord of hosts would be the crown of glory and beauty to those few Israelites who would remain in the land.  It is often the sad case that we have to be brought to down to nothing before we are willing to look up and remember our God.
God would also be the spirit of judgment for the people.  Rather than using their own poor wisdom, the people would judge based upon the wisdom of God.
Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.  Psalm 33:12

And He would be the strength for “those who turn back the battle at the gate”.
Verses 7-8
What a sorry state they were in!  Even their priests and prophets were drunkards.  The prophets could not possibly have a clear vision from the Lord and the priests failed miserably in applying the law in judgment.  There is nothing to be admired in drunkenness!  And if the leaders were in such a sad state, imagine what the rest of the people were like.

Verses 9-13

Isaiah poses an important question in verse 9, “Whom shall he teach knowledge and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?”  

Then Isaiah repeats the responses that he had heard from the leaders.  They had mocked him and criticized his teaching of the Word.  Essentially, they were saying that he would teach adults, not the children that seemed to be interested in what Isaiah had to say.  He would teach those who could think for themselves, those who had risen above the simple teaching of the law and psalms and the history in the Hebrew scriptures.
They had mocked Isaiah’s commitment to teaching the Word of God, “Precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little.”  The actual words in Hebrew reflect the mocking tone of their response, “tsav tsav tsav tsav, kav kav kav kav, ze’eyr ze’eyr.”
Today we will sometimes hear professing Christians say, “Is that all you do is teach the Bible?  That’s too narrow.”  Or they may tell us, “You can’t live your whole life based on the Bible!”  In essence, they are saying the same thing that the leaders told Isaiah.

So God would answer these doubters and mockers with a tongue that could not understand – He would answer them with the language of the Assyrians and the Babylonians who would destroy them because of their disobedience.
In the midst of this sad account, God comments on the awesome importance and the great value of His Word.

This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

His Word would provide rest for the weary.  His Word would refresh.  But they refused to hear it.  In fact, they mocked God’s Word.  The result was that they would walk and fall backward.  They would be broken, snared and taken!

People who depart from God’s Word will fall away, be broken, snared and taken captive by the evil one.
In II Timothy 2:23-26, Paul warns Timothy about getting into foolish arguments over the scriptures but he encourages him to be gentle and to teach the Word in meekness “if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.  And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil who are taken captive by him at his will.”

Teaching the Word can set men free from the snare of the devil.  Ignoring it can cause you to be taken captive by him.

Why are we committed to teaching God’s Word and to only teaching God’s Word?

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 







Romans 1:16-17
First of all, it is the power of God unto salvation and in it, the righteousness of God is revealed.

All scripture is given by inspiration of God (God-breathed), and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.   II Timothy 3:16-17

It is God-breathed “inspired by God”.  By studying it, the man of God is made perfect (complete, healed) and thoroughly furnished for all good works!  What other book or video or curriculum can make that claim?  None.

For the word of God is quick (alive), and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.         Hebrews 4:12

The Word of God is not a dead book; it is alive (quick) and powerful.  It can even discern the thoughts and the intents in the heart of the one who reads it!

These are just three reasons that we stick to the Word of God.  It changes men’s lives!

Why do we teach it line by line?  First of all, since that is the way that it was written, it makes sense that studying it that way will give us the best understanding.  By studying the Bible line by line we are required to study it in its context and we avoid many errors in interpreting what it says.

When Paul met with the Ephesian elders in the 20th chapter of Acts, he told them, “Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” (Acts 20:26-27).  He was not guilty of misleading them; in fact, he had done everything he could for them by declaring unto them all the counsel of God.  

We want to share the full counsel of God with the men that He brings to our studies.  It is the power of God unto salvation.  It thoroughly furnishes men for all good works.  It and it alone is God-breathed, sharper than a two-edged sword and capable of dividing between spiritual and what is merely soulish, affecting us physically (divide between joint and marrow) and discern the thoughts and motives in our own hearts.
So the world can mock but yes, all we do is teach the Bible.
Verses 14-15
The men who ruled Judah (in Jerusalem) should have been warned by the events that were to take place in the northern kingdom of Ephraim.  But they also refused to listen to God’s Word or His prophet.   Instead, they made a “covenant with death”.  What does that mean? 

It may refer to an agreement with the underworld, similar to someone today “making a deal with the devil”.  It also may mean that they embraced death rather than accept the wisdom of God.  In either case, they were making lies their refuge and they were attempting to hide themselves under this deceitful sham.

Verse 16

THEREFORE God gave them one of the greatest promises in the Bible.  In His grace, God was trying to lead them away from their refuge of lies to the sure foundation of truth!
Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.
Praise God for our precious corner stone, our sure foundation!  
The men of Judah were trusting in a lie; God was giving them the rock-solid truth that could have saved them if they had trusted in Him!

We know that Jesus Christ is the stone and the rock in scripture.
In Psalm 118:22-23, He is called the stone that the builders rejected who became the headstone of the corner.

The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.  23 This is the LORD'S doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

We know that this is a prophecy of Jesus because Peter tells us so in Acts 4:10-11

Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.  11 This is the stone which was set at naught of you builders, which is become the head of the corner (quoting Psalm 118:22-23).
In Isaiah 8:13-14 Jesus is called a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence to those who would not believe in Him.

Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.  14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
I Peter 2:4-8 reveals that all of these Old Testament scriptures were speaking of Jesus Christ.

To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,  5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.  6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.  7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

This is very important particularly since the passage in Isaiah 8:13-14 clearly teaches that the LORD (YHVH or Jehovah) of Hosts is the stone of stumbling and in I Peter 2:8 it says that Isaiah was referring to Jesus.  So Jesus and the LORD of Hosts must be one in the same!  Again we see from the book of Isaiah that Jesus is God. 
What is the foundation of your life built upon?  Do you remember the parable in Luke 6:47-49?  One man built his house upon a rock (Jesus).  The other built it upon sand.  The only difference between these two men was that one was a doer of the Word; the other was only a hearer.  What a difference this made in the outcome of their lives – one withstood the storms and gales of this life while the other was destroyed by them.
Build your life on the stone that has been tried, the precious cornerstone, the sure foundation.  Allow the Lord to use His precious stones in the work that He builds upon it.  
Verses 17-19

God would also make justice the measuring line and in His judgment, hail would sweep away all of the lies and water would flood the hiding places.  God may have used an actual storm to judge the men of Ephraim and Judah; He most assuredly allowed the Assyrians to sweep through the land and to flood all of their hiding places.
The covenants that the men of Judah entered into in order to avoid judgment were disannulled by the Lord.  It is foolish for us to make agreements with anyone or anything in order to avoid God’s judgment.  We are much better off to make Him our sure foundation, to receive from Him the chastisement that is just and to rest in His grace and mercy. 

The devastation of the Assyrians would last from day to day and from night to night.  Their conquest of the northern kingdom was so overwhelming that reports from the battle fronts made the men of Judah dizzy and afraid.  This sounds very similar to the effects of the initial battles between the German armies and the French & British at the beginning of World War II when the vaunted French army and British divisions were crushed in a matter of days by the German blitzkrieg.  The people of France and Great Britain could not believe that their defenses were overrun in so short a time.

Verse 20
God was helping the men of Judah to see the reality of their situation.  Their provisions were short and they had no secure place to find rest.  They could not withstand the onslaught of the Assyrians.
Verse 21-22
In the cases of Mount Perazim and Gibeon, God wrought great victories for the Israelites by the hand of David (II Samuel 5:18-20 & 5:25).  This time it would be “strange” work or work unfamiliar to the people of Israel.  It was strange because this time the Lord would be fighting against them rather than fighting for them.
That is why God could assure them that no amount of provisions would be enough for the men of Judah to withstand the battle that was to come.

Isaiah warns the people not to mock God “lest your punishment be made more severe”.  Isaiah had been warned by God that he would bring devastation upon the whole land (eretz translated “earth” in this passage). 

Verses 23-29
Isaiah uses a situation that the men of Judah could understand to make it easier for them to grasp the work of the Lord.  Like most metaphors in the Bible, this is a physical illustration of a spiritual truth.
Does the plowman plow all day (or always)?  No.  He plows, then he harrows (makes plain the face thereof (verse 25)) and sows his seed.  The fitch (dill or fennel) was broadcast.  The wheat, barley and rye were sown in rows.

The men knew that this order of plowing and sowing was from the Lord (verse 26).

The farmer used the same understanding in harvest that he used in planting.  There was a certain order and method for each crop.  The dill and cumin were beaten out with a staff.  The wheat (bread corn) was harvested with a cart wheel (or corn drag) or it was trodden out by horses or oxen on the threshing floor.

There was a season and proscribed methods for preparing the soil and planting.  There was also a season and proscribed methods for harvesting.  The Lord knew how to manage every crop and He had instructed men on how it was to be done.

As it says in verse 29, this also comes forth from the Lord of Hosts which is wonderful in counsel and excellent in working.
Just as the Lord managed and worked every crop, He would determine the time for judgment and the time for re-gathering the people of Israel.  All would be done according to the counsel of the Lord, not according to the counsel of man.

This closing verse is also a reminder that our Wonderful Counselor understands not only the spiritual aspects of our lives but also the mundane physical aspects.  We will be blessed if we invite His counsel before we start any job or project.

Summary

Note the downward spiral in this chapter.  The leaders of Ephraim and Judah were chronic drunkards.  Even the priests and prophets had departed from the Word of God; in fact, they mocked Isaiah for teaching it.  As a result, they would fall backward and be snared.

Their departure from God’s Word led them to trust in lies BUT God’s truth would become the sure foundation that they needed to build upon.  That truth is the gospel of Jesus Christ – the tried stone, the precious cornerstone, the sure foundation!
Isaiah closes this warning by explaining to the men of Judah that they will not escape the judgment that God was permitting the Assyrians to bring upon them.  That God was opposed to them; therefore they could not make adequate provision to withstand the fight.  Just as God determines the seasons and the methods for sowing & harvesting, He would also determine the season and method for the judgment of His people.
According to I Corinthians 3:11-13, the foundation of our lives and the materials built upon it are very important.

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;  13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

Pray.  Ask the Lord to search the motives of your heart and be sure that He alone is your foundation, that His work of eternal value (gold, silver & precious stones) are the building materials of your life.  Remove the wood, hay and stubble of sexual lust, envy, pride, selfish ambition and anything else that would weaken the work of the Lord in your life.

PAGE  
5
Free In Christ Prison Ministries                                  www.ficpm.com                                  Isaiah 28


