Isaiah 29
Verses 1-4
Ariel (“lion of God” or “altar of God”) is a symbolic name for Jerusalem, the city where David dwelled.  Jerusalem had experienced a sad decline over the past 300 years.  It once was the city of worship when David, a man after God’s own heart, sat on the throne.  By the time of Isaiah, it was a city of religious observance and hypocrisy.  I wonder what the Lord would say about our cities and towns and nation? 
“Add year to year”, let the religious feasts continue to come around BUT the Lord was still going to distress Ariel (Jerusalem).

Sometimes we can be lulled to sleep by the normalcy of life.  Then bad news comes – the stock market loses 10% of its value, there is war brewing in the Middle East that threatens our oil supply, terrorists strike in New York, the doctor says that we may have cancer.  And for a time we turn to the Lord.  THEN, things return to normal, days go by without any distressing news, the stock market rises, the warring nations pull back their armies, no further terrorists attacks occur for a while, the cancer is removed.  As a result, we breathe a sigh of relief and return to our old ways.  The crisis is past and we are relieved that we no longer need to lean on the Lord quite so heavily.  “Whew, that was close.  I thought that I was just going to have to keep trusting the Lord!”
That was the case in Jerusalem.  News of the Assyrians moving south had caused great disturbance but when they did not immediately attack Jerusalem, the people became complacent again.  As a result, they forsook the Lord.  They still held the ceremonies and the feasts but they had forsaken true worship of God.  In the beginning of this chapter, God was telling them that they could return to their old ways if they wanted to, adding year to year and continuing to follow all of the religious observances but His chastening of Jerusalem was still going to come.

Why if we have once trusted the Lord in the middle of a crisis, do we forsake Him when He has caused it to pass by?  I have seen men in prison cry out to the Lord for a time only to return to their old ways once they become comfortable in this environment.  It is part of our human, fleshly nature to seek help (even supernatural help) when we are afraid and to trust in our own strength and wisdom once the fear has passed.  This is foolish!  Keep trusting the Lord regardless of your situation.  We are told in the book of Colossians that all wisdom is found in Jesus Christ and you are complete in Him. 
In verse 3, God says that He Himself was going to besiege the city and keep them captive round about.  He was opposed to them living in sin.  As we saw in chapter 28, this was a battle that the men of Judah could not win and had no provisions for.
In verse 4, God says that the people of Judah will be brought down to the ground; the siege would be a heavy one that would sap all of their resources before it was over.  Their voices that had once been loud and proud would be brought to a whisper.
Isaiah refers to this low voice from the dust “as of one who has a familiar spirit”.  Necromancers (wizards who claimed to contact the dead) spoke in low whispers and “peeped and muttered”.  In Isaiah 8:19, God chastised the people of Judah for seeking those who have familiar spirits.  Here in 29:4, He tells them that they will make the same weak, pitiful sound of those that they had sought for counsel when He permits the Assyrians to distress them.
Verses 5-8
The multitude of the Assyrians would be like the dust.  We know that eventually 185,000 Assyrian men of war camped around Jerusalem.  Praise the Lord that He would remove them (the multitude of the mighty, violent oppressors) as chaff is removed from the threshing floor.  It would happen suddenly, in an instant.

The promise in verses 7-8 says that even though the oppressor may dream of devouring the men of Judah, it would not come to pass.  They would awaken and realize that it was only a dream.  From the perspective of the people of Judah, God would save them from this terrible fate just as one is awakened from a terrible nightmare.
Verse 8 refers to a “multitude of nations”.  The Assyrians were only one nation with aid from some soldiers of others that they had captured.  Who or what could this refer to?  Most likely, it is a prophecy of the events of Revelation 19:17-19 when a multitude of nations will attack Israel in the Valley of Megiddo and God will defend Jerusalem.  This battle of Armageddon will mark the end of the antichrist’ reign and the beginning of the new Millennium when Jesus Christ rules the earth from Mount Zion.

Verses 9-12

Even though the Assyrians would not be permitted to destroy Jerusalem, God would still use them to discipline His people.  In verse 9, Isaiah turns from the promise of God for deliverance to the reasons for God’s discipline.

God had brought the people of Judah to a state of dizziness and slumber.  You may remember in chapter 28 that God was angry with the leaders of Judah (priests and prophets) for their drunkenness.  Here He tells them that their dizziness and their lack of understanding would not be caused by wine anymore but by a spirit of deep sleep that God would pour upon them.

In some cases, if a person professes to know the Lord but continues in sin, God will allow him to run until he suffers the full consequences for his actions.  Sometimes, God will also actively cover the eyes and minds of men who have continued in willful disobedience so that they no longer understand the truth.  Be careful!  You cannot assume that God’s mercy for your sinful actions will continue forever.  As it says in I Corinthians 6:1-2

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.  2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)
It is sad that the Word of God is sealed to so many who cannot understand it because they are living in willful disobedience to Him.  Some of these are unsaved men who are preaching in pulpits and writing books that attempt to explain away the Word of God.  Their eyes have been blinded and God’s Word is sealed to them.
On the other hand, it such a wonderful blessing to accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior and to receive the Holy Spirit who opens our understanding of God’s Word!  The seals are opened and we are given understanding that was closed to us before.
Verses 13-14
The announcement of God’s judgment on their understanding is as troubling as His physical judgment.  The people of Judah were still religious.  They observed the temple sacrifices and held the annual feasts; however, they drew near to God with their mouths only, their hearts were far from Him.  God had not called them to simply observe the rituals.  He had called them to worship Him; the rituals were a means of knowing God and learning to worship God.  

This is the condition of many people in the church today.  We know the hymns, we mouth the prayers, we attend the church services BUT our hearts are far from Him.  We attend services almost as a payment to God, to get our ticket punched BUT we don’t come to hear from the Lord, we don’t come to confess our sins and to pour out our hearts to Him.  Our hearts are hard and our prayers are cold.

Pray, pray, pray for personal revival.  Draw near to God and ask Him to search your heart and to remove anything that is separating you from Him.  
“Their fear (awe) toward me is taught by the precept of men.”  They heard man’s interpretation of something rather than hearing the Word of God.  One of the condemnations of the Israelites when Jesus walked among them is that they no longer taught God’s Word but man’s traditions.  They had stopped studying the Bible and were only reading the commentaries.  Jesus quotes Isaiah 29:13 as a condemnation of those who would twist God’s Word for their own use.

But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?  4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.  5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;  6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.  7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,  8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.   9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 







         Matthew 15:3-9

Jesus warned the people to watch out for false teachers who would teach their own traditions rather than teaching the truth.  In their final letters both Peter and Paul warned of false teachers too.  They could see it coming and knew that this of all attacks would bring the greatest harm to the body of Christ.  They were right.  How many Christians have been derailed by heresies taught by those who claim to be followers of Jesus?  
Read II Peter 2 and ask the Lord to use this scripture to guard your heart and mind against those who would claim to teach the truth but have twisted it for their own profit and their own power.    The underlined portions of this chapter highlight the key ways that we can recognize false teachers.
1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.   2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.  
3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.  4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;  5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;  6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;  
7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:  8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)  9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:  
10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.  11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.  12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;  13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;  14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:  15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;  16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.  17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.   19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.   20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.   21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.   22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

Peter offered us a very clear, very stern warning against those who would stand before churches or creep into homes claiming falsely to represent Christ.  Paul also warned us against false teachers and the times that he spoke of in II Timothy 4:2-4 are upon us.
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.   3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;   4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 





        II Timothy 4:2-4 
Preach and teach the Word.  That is the defense against those who are unlearned and unstable and twist the scriptures to their own destruction (II Peter 3:16).  How can we recognize them?  In our day, there are false teachers who tell you how God can help you fulfill your lusts.  They are purveyors of the health and wealth doctrine who allure you through covetousness just as Peter warned that they would.  They are tickling your ears to tell you how to fulfill your own lusts.  Some of these teachers have turned many away from true faith in Jesus to fables (fiction).  Be on guard.  If a teacher twists the scriptures to show you how to fulfill material lusts then he is not teaching the Word in truth.  Jesus did not come to die on the cross and be raised from the dead so that we could have more material stuff.  He came that we would know Him, be forgiven of our sins and have eternal life!   
The people of Judah had forsaken the Word of God for the wisdom of man.  In return, God would cause their wisdom to fade away (perish) and the understanding of their intelligent men would be hidden from them.  God help us not to turn away from God’s Word and be allowed to exist by our own wisdom.
Verse 15
Many of their leaders were trying to hide from the Lord the false counsel that they had received elsewhere.  Their works of darkness were not hidden to God.  He saw and He knew even though they thought that their works were hidden deep under their religious language.

Verse 16

They thought that the roles had been reversed; that rather than being the clay, they believed that they were the potter.  Actually, God was the potter and they were the clay and they had put themselves in the place of God.
Verses 17-19

God would soon reverse things.  The forests of Lebanon would become a fruitful field and the fruitful field would become the forests of Lebanon.  In that day, the eyes of the blind would be opened, the deaf would hear, the meek would increase in joy in the Lord, the poor (in spirit) would rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

In Matthew 11:1-6, Jesus says that the fulfillment of these promises was evidence that He was the Messiah that John the Baptist had been looking for:

And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities.   2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,  3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?  4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see:  5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.  6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 

So this prophecy which was partially fulfilled by Jesus in His first coming will be completely fulfilled when He returns and “the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14).

In Isaiah 35 all of these are mentioned as wonderful conditions during the Millennial reign of Christ on the earth.
Verses 20-21
The terrible one is brought to nothing and the scornful one is consumed.  All who watch for iniquity (not only commit iniquity but watch for opportunities to commit it) are cut off.  Psalm 37 is a powerful reminder of the fate of those who live for sinful purposes.  
The terrible one may be the king of Assyria.  It may also be the Evil One who was defeated at the cross and will be cast into the lake of fire at the conclusion of the Millennium (Revelation 20:10).

The people in verse 21 were those who would unjustly condemn a man (make a man an offender by a word), would lay a trap for those who have a suit at issue in the gate (the place where men were judged), and would turn aside a just man with empty or false words.

God was going to deal with these men.  It is interesting to note that He would do the work Himself rather than leaving it to other men to set things right.

Verses 22-24
God, in His marvelous grace, would deliver the people of Judah just as He redeemed Abraham.  In both cases, it was a sovereign act of God that saved.  It was also a sovereign act of God that saved us.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9

We did not deserve to be ransomed or delivered any more than Abraham or the children of Jacob.  Thank God for His grace.

Jacob (the physical children of Israel) would not now be ashamed; God would deliver them from the Assyrian army at the gates of Jerusalem.  This is also a promise for the children of Israel in the end times when 144,000 (12,000 from 12 tribes of Israel) realize that Jesus is their Messiah and are saved during the Great Tribulation.  They will hallow or sanctify “the Holy One of Jacob”.  This promise is unique to Jews who receive Jesus.  Gentiles who are saved by Jesus do not refer to God as the Holy One of Jacob; this is a title used frequently by Messianic Jews.
Notice too that God says that the children of Jacob are the work of His own hands!

Verse 24

Praise the Lord that those who erred in spirit WILL come to understanding.  It is true of both Jews and Gentiles that it requires the Holy Spirit to understand God’s Word.

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  






I Corinthians 2:14.
Those who once always complained WILL learn doctrine (understanding).  This sounds like a description of all of us who have come to the knowledge of the saving grace of Jesus Christ – both Jews and Gentiles.
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