Isaiah 7
A national leader was trying to determine how to ally himself in order to prevent economic and military destruction.  It was a period of political intrigue and international unrest.  The year wasn’t 2008 AD; in fact, it was 734 BC.

Our study in Isaiah 7 could be a case study in foreign policy.  It could also be a study in what happens when we make decisions based upon our own understanding rather than trusting in the Lord with all of our heart (Proverbs 3:5-6).
This was an opportunity for the king to trust the Lord who would show Himself strong on behalf of His people.  Tucked away in this situation is one of the clearest prophecies of the Messiah, the ultimate deliverer in all of the Old Testament.

Verses 1-2

And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it.  2 And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.
The events in chapter seven take place at least 16 years after Isaiah’s incredible meeting with God in chapter six.  Ahaz had succeeded Jotham who had succeeded Uzziah.  Jotham was a good king who ruled in Judah for 16 years.  Ahaz, on the other hand, was a wicked, idolatrous king who led the people of Judah to worship the false gods of the nations around them.

After assassinating Pekahiah, Pekah had made himself king of Israel (or Ephraim).  Rezin was king of Aram (or Syria).  These two evil kings had formed an alliance and planned to destroy the city of Jerusalem and the entire southern kingdom of Judah.
You can imagine how this would affect Ahaz and all of the people of Judah.  They were frightened and because of their lack of faith in God, their hearts were moved like trees that sway with the wind.

Verses 3-4

Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shearjashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field;  4 And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah.
The Lord knew what was about to take place and He knew exactly where Ahaz was.  He directed Isaiah to take his son and meet Ahaz at the upper end of the conduit in the road of the fuller’s field.  By this time, Ahaz was about 20 years old and Isaiah had been serving the Lord in Judah for about as long as Ahaz had been alive.  This was a meeting of the venerable, respected prophet of God and the young, proud, evil king.

They met near the opening of the canal that brought water into the city of Jerusalem.  It was through this canal that water was supplied to the city, particularly in times when enemies besieged it.  The fuller’s field was the place where fullers would wash and shrink wool in preparation for weaving it.  The smell of this wet wool was so bad that it had to be cleansed outside of the city.  Biblically, this operation speaks of the cleansing of sin.  It is an interesting picture especially when you consider that fullers were in the business of washing lamb’s wool from a filthy, dirty color to become brilliantly white just as Jesus has washed away our dirty sin and given us robes of righteousness.  “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  (Isaiah 1:18)
The Lord told Isaiah to take his son with him.  The boy’s name was Shearjashub which means “a remnant shall return”.

So even in the place of the meeting and the ones gathered, you can see the hand of the Lord telling Ahaz that he needed to be cleansed of his sin.  That he feared these two men because he did not trust in God and He gave Ahaz a message in Isaiah’s son that we will see later in the chapter.

Isaiah’s message was:

1. take heed – listen to me, observe, regard, attend to what the Lord has to say to you.

2. be quiet – be still, rest, settle down       

3. fear not

4. do not be fainthearted – do not panic, don’t melt down, don’t make any rash decisions that you will regret later.

This is sound advice for ALL of us in times of trial or crisis.  God knew where Ahaz was and He knew what his enemies were up to.  Isaiah had learned 16 years earlier that God was still on the throne.  That meeting with the Lord had given him the faith not to fear in the face of what looked like impending doom.  Isaiah was sharing that faith with Ahaz.   

Verses 5-7

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, saying,  6 Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal:  7 Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.
God knew what they had planned but He also knew that it would not be accomplished.  He is never surprised by our enemies.  That is why it is smart to put our trust in Him rather than to lean on our own understanding.

Verses 8-9

8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people.  9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.
God had already planned the fall of Rezin and the Syrian kingdom.  He also foresaw the fall of the northern kingdom of Ephraim along with Pekah.

How did all of this take place?  Two years later in 732 BC, Pekah was assassinated by Hoshea who became the final king of Ephraim.  Rezin was killed by the Assyrians in the same year when they destroyed Damascus.  Twelve years later (722 BC) Assyria invaded Ephraim and took many people captive (II Kings 17:24).  And just as Isaiah prophesied, the northern kingdom was broken so that it was not a people 65 years after his prophecy when Ashurbanal, king of Assyria, moved most of the people out of Ephraim and repopulated it with foreigners in 669 BC.  This was the beginning of the Samaritan people who would be enemies of the Israelites through the time of Christ 700 years later.
Ephraim and Syria had planned to break Judah but God knew that they were the ones who would be broken.  Isaiah encouraged Ahaz to be still and to rest in God’s plan, not to take things into his own hands.  “If you will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.”  This was an opportunity to see the salvation of the Lord!  But it would require faith and patience to see the Lord work out His plan.

What did Ahaz do?  According to II Kings 16:7-8, he made an alliance with Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria to attack the Syrians.  How did that turn out?  In the short-term, it looked pretty good.  The Syrians were defeated and Ephraim lost their powerful partner so they were not able to attack Judah.  The crisis was abated … or so it seemed.  You can imagine the people of Judah holding parades and sacrificing to their false gods for delivering them from the Syrians and the Israelites of the northern kingdom.  Ahaz probably looked like a hero.

HOWEVER, II Chronicles 28:19-22 reveals the real consequences of Ahaz’s actions:

For the LORD brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made Judah naked, and transgressed sore against the LORD.  20 And Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria came unto him, and distressed him, but strengthened him not.  21 For Ahaz took away a portion out of the house of the LORD, and out of the house of the king, and of the princes, and gave it unto the king of Assyria: but he helped him not.  22 And in the time of his distress did he trespass yet more against the LORD: this is that king Ahaz.  






II Chronicles 28:19-22

The price for deliverance by their worldly neighbors cost the people of Judah dearly.  Tiglath-pileser was like a drug dealer.  He promised relief but it came with a ball and chain.   Ahaz had sold the people of Judah into the hands of a wicked king and he responded by taking the people of Ephraim deeper into idolatry.
God promised that Ahaz would be established if he would believe but Ahaz trusted in his own understanding so he and the people who followed him were distressed for many years to come.

Verses 10-13
Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying,  11 Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above.  12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD.  13 And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also?

This idol-worshipping, wicked king says that he will not tempt God?  He tempted God seven days a week!  Isaiah responds by asking Ahaz (and the house of David) if he will weary or disgust his God just as he disgusts other men.  And note who Isaiah’s prophecy is directed toward.  It isn’t just Ahaz, it is the whole house of David.  That would be the kingly line and the royal famiy from David until the Messiah.

Verses 14-15 

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  15 Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.   

The Lord himself would give the house of David a sign.  There are a couple of interesting statements within this sentence.  First of all, the Lord Himself actually was the sign.  Jesus, the Messiah would come.  Secondly, the word translated “sign” also means “beacon”.  Jesus Christ, the light of the world, would be the sign.

This is one of the most familiar prophecies in all of the Old Testament.  It is the prophecy of Jesus’ virgin birth.  The word translated “virgin” can also be translated “unmarried girl” and there are unbelieving Bible scholars who claim that this is not a prophecy of virgin birth but that it is a prophecy of an unmarried girl giving birth to the deliverer.  

How do we know that Isaiah was speaking of the virgin birth?  First of all, how many times has an unmarried girl given birth since the prophecy was given?  Maybe 100 million???  What kind of a sign is that?  It isn’t a sign of the Messiah; it’s a sign of something else.  How many times has a virgin given birth?  Only once.
Secondly, Matthew translated this word to mean “virgin” and both he and Luke tell us that Mary never had sex with a man before the birth of Jesus.
But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.  22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,  23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.






Matthew 1:20-23

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?  35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.


Luke 1:34-35

Both of these New Testament writers, speaking by the Holy Spirit, tell us that Mary was a virgin.

Case closed.  Any questions?

As you study the Bible in context, many of the criticisms of it break down.  For many unbelieving skeptics, the issue is the same as it was for Ahaz, “If you will not believe, surely you shall not be established.”

His name would be called Immanuel.  As quoted in Matthew 1:21-23, we know that Mary and Joseph were to call the child Jesus.  “Name” in Hebrew can also mean title or nature.  The name Immanuel (or Emmanuel) refers to Jesus’ title or His nature.  Isaiah clearly says that this child would be “God with us”.  Isaiah is clearly teaching that Jesus is God.

Verse 15 means that Jesus would grow up in a simple life, eating butter and honey rather than the food of earthly kings.  It also says that He would know to refuse the evil and to choose the good.  Some folks will claim that Jesus could not have been God if He had to learn to refuse evil and choose good but that is not what this verse says.  It says that He would know to do it, not learn to do it.
As a means of understanding the growth of Jesus as a young boy, Pluumer wrote in the 19 century, “His physical, intellectual, moral and spiritual development was perfect.  At each stage he was perfect for that stage.”  This provides us with a clear understanding of how Jesus could be both 100% God and still be 100% man and need to develop as any other young boy.  It is quite likely that Joseph had to teach Jesus how to properly use the tools in his carpentry shop.  If so, then His attitude and His aptitude for this task were perfect.
Verse 16
For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.

Isaiah tells Ahaz that the land he hated (Ephraim) would be forsaken of both of her kings.  This is a reference to Pekah and to Rezin.  When would this event occur?  According to Isaiah, it would happen before the child would know to refuse the evil and to choose the good, or before the child would have moral responsibility for these choices.  Commonly speaking, this would be at 3-4 years of age.

Who is the child in verse 16?  There are at least four possibilities:

1. He could be the one referred to as Immanuel; however, this is quite unlikely since He would not arrive for 700 years.

2. He could be Shearjashub, Isaiah’s son who went with him to meet Ahaz.  This is quite possible since the boy was probably younger than this when they met the king AND both of Judah’s enemies were gone within two years (in 732 BC), before the young boy would know to refuse evil and choose the good.
3. He could be Isaiah’s younger son who is mentioned in chapter 8.

4. I don’t know.

Most likely, Isaiah was referring to Shearjashub.  In fact, this is probably why God told Isaiah to take his young son with him.  In order to illustrate to Ahaz how soon this crisis would pass if he would leave it in the Lord’s hands.

Verses 17-25
The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father's house, days that have not come, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria.  18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.  19 And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes.  20 In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard.  21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep;  22 And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they shall give he shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in the land.  23 And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it shall even be for briers and thorns.  24 With arrows and with bows shall men come thither; because all the land shall become briers and thorns.  25 And on all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle.

God knew how Ahaz would respond and in the closing verses of this chapter, He tells Ahaz what would happen to his kingdom as a result of his disobedience.

In verse 17, God clearly tells Ahaz that the king of Assyria would not deliver him; in fact, in years to come he would attack him!  Given this information, you would think that Ahaz would reconsider his plans of making an alliance with the Assyrians.  Unfortunately, Ahaz chose to believe his own counsel rather than the counsel of God.

The Lord says that He would also bring the Egyptians upon Judah as well.  The plague of flies God used in favor of the people of Israel against the Egyptians 700 years earlier would be turned upon them except this time the flies would be Egyptian soldiers!  God would also bring the Assyrians upon Judah like a swarm of bees.

The hired guns of Assyria that Ahaz paid to shave the heads of the Syrians would be used to shave the children of Judah and they would be in bondage to the Assyrians.

The result would be economic ruin.  The land would be desolate; cows would be underfed and give only enough milk to make butter.  The only other nourishment available would be from honey found in the wild.

The vineyards would be overtaken by briars and thorns since there would be no vinedressers to manage them.  In Genesis, briars and thorns were a sign of the curse that God brought on the earth because of Adam’s sin.  In this case, briars and thorns would come as a result of Ahaz’s sin.
The hills that had served as fertile ground for gardens would become poor pastureland.
God is warning Ahaz that his actions will determine whether the people of Judah would suffer all of these things.  He is calling on him to trust God rather than to trust his own devices.

God calls us to do the same.

Trust (hide for a refuge) in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding (wisdom).  6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.







Proverbs 3:5-6 

When we are facing trials or crises, we can either lean to our own wisdom or we can trust the Lord with all of our heart.  God promises that if we will seek His will in ALL of our ways that He will direct our paths.  So, should we seek the wisdom of our infinite God of should we base our decisions upon our own limited understanding?  This is the situation that Ahaz found himself if when Isaiah met him outside the city of Jerusalem that day.  It is also the situation that we are in when we are faced with what appear to us as insurmountable trials.
Trust the Lord and you will be established.
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