Isaiah 8:1 – 9:6

In preparing for tonight's study, you can read II Chronicles 28 to learn about the history of Ahaz, the evil king that Isaiah is addressing in this passage.

It was this Ahaz who reintroduced idolatry to the people of Judah.  He even burned his children in the fire.  He worshiped the god Moloch which was a brass statue that stood erect with its arms held out and they would fire this idol to a high heat and literally sear their children to death in the arms of this molten hot brass idol.

As the king of Judah he led the people of Israel and to worship this false god and many others in the Valley of Hinnom and the groves around Jerusalem.  His sins led God to remove his hand of protection from the people of Judah and the armies of the northern kingdom attacked, killing more than 120,000 people in a single day.  Many more were taken captive to Samaria (II Chronicles 28).

So the people of Judah had suffered economically and militarily at the hands of their enemies and that is what brought Ahaz to the point of considering an alliance with the Assyrians.  That is when Isaiah was sent by God to convince him that he did not need to call on the king of Assyria.  God would deliver them out of the hands of the Northern Kingdom and the Syrian army.

After facing destruction by his enemies, Ahaz believed that he needed a strong ally - the Assyrian army.  However God saw the situation clearly and knew that Ahaz had been chastised for his sin.  Rather than needing a strong ally Ahaz needed a strong God.  God's message to Ahaz was trust Him and to wait upon Him and God would deliver him out of the hands of his enemies.  Ahaz saw a crisis and reached for the arm of the flesh shouting MAY DAY, MAY DAY!  Have you ever been in a situation like that?  When you were in the middle of a crisis and rather than seeking the Lord, you sought your own solution?  It's possible that the reason you're struggling with that situation now is because you sought the wrong solution in the past.  Like Ahaz, we need to rest and wait upon the Lord.

The call of Scripture, is I read it, is always to wait upon the Lord, to seek Him rather than crafting a solution of our own making. 
Isaiah 8:1-4

Moreover the LORD said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and write in it with a man's pen concerning Mahershalalhashbaz.  2 And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.  3 And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the LORD to me, Call his name Mahershalalhashbaz.  
4 For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of Assyria.
God was to give Isaiah a son and he told him to name the boy Mahershalalhashbaz, which means "quick to the plunder swift to the spoil".  And he told Isaiah that before this child would be able to cry "my father, my mother" the Assyrians would be plundered and spoiled.

So Isaiah went in unto his wife, the prophetess, and she conceived a son and this prophecy came to pass just as God told Isaiah that it would.  God gave Isaiah this message in 734 B.C. and in two years the king of Syria was killed when the Assyrian army attacked Damascus; the king of Israel was assassinated the same year by Hoshea.

So even though Ahaz could see these two evil teams at his door, God was telling him not to worry about them.  They would be gone before this yet unborn child could say "my father, my mother".  God gave him evidence to increase his faith.  But unfortunately Ahaz did not believe and he was not established.

Isaiah 8:5-8

The LORD spake also unto me again, saying,  6 Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah's son; 7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks:  8 And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.

The water of Shiloah was the stream that began in the southeastern part of Jerusalem and provided water to the city.  So the city could not be besieged for a lack of water.  This stream flowed gently into the pool of Siloam (the Greek word for Shiloah).  This is the place where Jesus healed the blind man 760 years later.  He told him to go watch in the pool of Siloam and he would receive his sight.

The people of Israel had refused the living God who was worshipped in Jerusalem.  The gentle flow of waters of Shiloah were a type or an example of God’s gentle leading of His people.  So they suffered the retribution of the powerful flow of the rivers of Assyria.  The Assyrian Empire included both the Euphrates River and the Tigris River.  God used these two rivers as examples of the armies of Assyria that would overflow their banks and flood the land of Israel and Judah.

God gave them the option of choosing the soft flowing waters of Shiloah but they refused.  God gives us the same option.  We can choose the soft flow of the living water that he offers or we will be subject to the uncontrollable flowing rivers is of this world.

"Immanuel" is clearly a reference to the Messiah who would be born.  We learned that an Isaiah 7:14.

Isaiah 8: 9 - 10
Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces.  10 Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us.
In verses 9-10 God warns the Syrians and the northern tribes that they could associate themselves but it would not stand.  Why?  Because God was not with them.  Even though they may "speak the word" they would not receive what they had spoken (or they would not "claim" what they had "named") because God was not with them.  Some preachers teach that you can claim anything by faith and God will do it.  That is not Biblical.  If God is not in it or if it is not in the will of God then it will not come to pass.

Isaiah 8:11-12
For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying,  12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.

God told Isaiah not to be afraid of the same things that had the people of Judah in fear.  There's a wonderful promise in Romans 8 that says God has not given us a spirit of bondage again to fear.  There is a lot to fear in this world today if you are not a man of faith.  If you read the newspapers you see a lot of weirdness in the world that will calls fear in the heart of men.  If you don't have a relationship with Jesus you may have something to fear. "What are we going to do if gasoline hits four dollars per gallon?"  “What will happen if there is another terrorist attack in the US?”  Do you remember Y2K?  Do you remember people running around telling you what you needed to prepare in order to endure that crisis?  God didn't give us a spirit of fear then and He hasn't given us a spirit of fear for the crisis that you may be facing now either.

God told Isaiah "don't run in fear", let the Lord of Hosts be your fear.  When you have the right relationship with God then you have nothing to fear.

Isaiah 8:13-15
Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.  14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  15 And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.

There is a wonderful promise in Proverbs 18:10 that says that the name of the Lord is like a strong tower, the righteous to run unto Him and are glad.  The name of the Lord is a strong tower; it's also a sanctuary, a place of refuge.  Remember, at this point in time all of the buildings were built of stone and God was saying that he would either be a sanctuary or he would be a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense to both Judah and the northern kingdom.

Who is the stone?  Jesus.  How do we know?  Because that's what Peter tells us.
Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.  6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.  7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,  8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.                                                                                          I Peter 2:5-8

Both Isaiah and Peter are speaking of Christ as the stone.  He is still either a sanctuary or a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.  Just as God told Isaiah, the people of Israel would stumble over the stone 760 years later when Jesus came to earth as a man.  People still stumble over Jesus.  Some do not believe that He is the son of God; they may believe that He is a good man or a prophet but they don't believe He is God.  I thank God that for believers in Jesus, He is our sanctuary.  For us, He is the stone which the builders rejected which has become the chief cornerstone and it is marvelous in our eyes (Psalm 118: 22).
Isaiah 8:16-17
Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.  17 And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.

When God tells a prophet to bind up the testimony He is means that the revelation is for a future time.  This is the same message that he gave to Daniel; however, He told the Apostle John to open the seal of the vision in Revelation because the time was at hand.
Isaiah, as a faithful servant, would wait upon the Lord; he would literally adhere (stick) to God while others were falling away.

Isaiah 8:18
Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.

Isaiah and his two sons were given for signs and wonders.  Remember their names - “a remnant shall return, and “quick to the plunder swift to the spoil”.  The names of both sons were given as signs to Ahaz and the people of Judah.

Isaiah 8:19-22
And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?   20 To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.  21 And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, and look upward.  22 And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness.
There's nothing new about New Age.  Even in the days of Isaiah people were seeking after channelers, spirit guides and wizards that chirped like birds and mumbled.  Sister Cloie would have felt right at home.  What a shameful commentary this is on the people of Israel who had a relationship with the living God.  Why would they seek unto the dead concerning the living?  Like believers in Christ today, they could seek the living God.

In verse 20, God directs them to His Word.  This is where they could find reliable testimony and reliable counsel for the crisis that they were facing.  We don’t need spirit guides or mediums or self-help books or anything else that the world touts as the solutions to our problems.  We can seek the Living God and His living Word.
Verse 21 refers to the Assyrians who would pass through Syria and Israel and would trouble the Kingdom of Judah.  Knowing this, why would Ahaz still seek the Assyrians as an ally?  He refused the counsel of the Lord and took his own counsel.  In his eyes, this was practical.  The Assyrians were powerful and he needed a powerful ally.  Little did he know that he was inviting more trouble into his house that he had now with the Israelites and the Syrians.

Be careful.  We can also be guilty of trusting the arm of the flesh in a time of crisis and rather than receiving relief we may be inviting more trouble than we could ever have imagined.  This is a time to trust the Lord, to wait on the Lord and see his salvation.

Chapter 9

In Chapter 9 Isaiah begins to look past the current crisis to the hope that awaited the people of Israel in the distant future.

Isaiah 9:1-2

Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.  2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

The land mentioned in verse one was along the northern border of Israel and they were often the first people taken when Israel was attacked.  This land of Zebulun and Naphtali was most often referred to as Galilee in the New Testament.

Verses 1 - 2 are quoted in Matthew 4: 12 - 16.  
Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee;  13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:  14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,  15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;  16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.

Matthew says that this prophecy in Isaiah was fulfilled by Jesus Christ because the majority of his earthly ministry was committed to this land in the northern portion of Israel.  It was in this land of the shadow of death that the light of Jesus Christ shown most brightly.  This was a portion of the country that most of the people of Israel looked down upon, "Has anything good ever come out of Nazareth?" (John 1:45)
Isaiah 9:3-4
Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.  4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian.

The word "not" does not appear in the original manuscripts so the verse should read, “… and increased the joy…”.  This is really a verse of hope in which Isaiah says God has multiplied the nation and increased the joy as it would be in a time of harvest or when the battle was over and they were dividing the spoil.  As a prophet, he is seeing these future events as if they had already occurred.  

He also refers back to a time in Judges 6 – 7 when God raised up Gideon to destroy the Midianites.  The Israelites could rest assured that their deliverance would be as great as it was in the day of Gideon!
Isaiah 9:5-7
For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.  6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

In verse five God contrasts a typical battle (that came with confused noise and garments rolled in blood) with this unusual battle.  The burning and fuel of fire is what took place after a battle was over and the victory was already won.  What will bring this unusual battle?  According to verses six and seven it will come from the birth and the reign of a divine son, the coming of the Messiah.

This is the battle that is referred to in Ezekiel 38-39 and in Revelation 19.  It is known as the battle of Armegeddon.  The Israeli army will not fight in this battle; Jesus Christ will fight it for them and He will defeat the armies of the invaders by the word of His mouth. Read about it Revelation 19:16.
"A child is born" speaks of the humanity of Jesus.  "A son is given" speaks of the divine nature of Jesus.  It is interesting to see that the rest of this passage applies more to Christ’s second coming than to His first coming.  It says that at this time the government will be upon his shoulders.  That will occur during the period of time we have discussed previously, known as the Millennium.

His name shall be called wonderful or "exceptional".  And he will be a wonderful Counselor.  Look at the next description.  This verse says that he will be called the mighty God.  People who do not believe that Jesus is God have a real problem with this verse.  Some go so far as to say that this verse says that he will be "mighty God" but it does not say that he will be the "Almighty God".  Let’s permit scripture to interpret scripture.  Revelation 1:7 - 8 clearly says that Jesus is the Almighty God.

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.  8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.                                          Revelation 1:7-8
The real reason people refuse to believe Isaiah 9:6 is because they stumble at the stumbling stone of Jesus.  They refuse to receive him as their sanctuary and they stumble over him as a rock of offense.  They are trying to please the Father in some way other than by the shed blood of Jesus. 
The Messiah is also called the everlasting father.  What does that mean?  How can Jesus be the Father?  Hebrews 1:3 tells us that Jesus is the express image of the Father, that he expresses the nature of the Father to us.  In the book of John Jesus told Philip "if you have seen me then you have seen the Father".
Verse seven tells us that the government of Jesus will last for ever.  It will begin in the Millennium when he sits on the throne of David and rules the world from Jerusalem for a thousand years.  It will continue in Revelation 21 - 22 when he creates a new heaven and a new earth and he rules the universe forever.
It is the zeal of the Lord of Hosts that will perform this.  It is not our zeal that will bring Jesus to the throne; it is His zeal that will perform this.  It is our job to rest in Him, to worship Him, to glorify Him through our lives and to let Him have His perfect way in us.  It is not our responsibility to bring God’s will to pass but it is a privilege to be used by God as He works His will in this world.
PAGE  
6
Free In Christ Prison Ministries                                 www.ficpm.com                                 Isaiah 8:1 – 9:7


