Isaiah 9:8 – 10:34
As we prepare to study this section of the book of Isaiah, it's helpful to remember who Isaiah is speaking to and when the message was delivered.  As was the case in our previous message, the major players are the northern 10 tribes of Israel (referred to as Ephraim, Manasseh, or Samaria), Judah, Syria, and Assyria.  This message was delivered to King Ahaz a couple of years after the last  message that we studied.

This is a message of God's chastisement on Israel for turning away from Him, on Judah for their idolatry and for trusting in the arm of their flesh, on Syria for allying against Judah and on Assyria for their pride in overstepping the bounds of God's judgment.

You will also see that this is a message of hope and assurance for the true believers in the land of Judah.

Isaiah 9:8 – 12

The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel.  9 And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, that say in the pride and stoutness of heart, 10 The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones: the sycomores are cut down, but we will change them into cedars.  11 Therefore the LORD shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, and join his enemies together;  12 The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

It is clear in verse 10 that part of the destruction has already fallen on the northern 10 tribes.  But in their pride they refused to acknowledge God and instead say, "The bricks are fallen but we will build with better materials -- cut stones.  The sycamores have been cut down but we will replace them with cedars".  Rather than repenting of their sins, they chose to labor in their own efforts to fix their problems – pride, pride, pride. 
We have made the same mistakes.  As God brought judgment on our lives because of our sin we refused to acknowledge Him.  Instead we decided we could rebuild our lives using the tools of our own hands and not only would we rebuild, we would make it better than it was before.  Just like the Israelites, in the pride and stoutness of our own heart we tried to fix our problems in our own way rather than recognizing what the real problem was -- rebellion against God.  And because we refused to acknowledge the real problem we could not accept the real solution -- Jesus Christ.

The Israelites refused to receive the chastisement of God and to repent of their sins; therefore, His anger continued and His hand of judgment continued to be stretched out.

Isaiah 9: 13 – 16

For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither do they seek the LORD of hosts. 14 Therefore the LORD will cut off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one day.15 The ancient and honourable, he is the head; and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail.  16 For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed.

Because of their rebellion, the Lord would cut off everything from the palm branch to the reeds in the marshlands, and he would bring destruction in a single day.  According to verse 15, this judgment was coming because of the failure of the leaders and the prophets who continued to preach lies.
The leaders were preaching a false gospel and the people accepted it.  As a result, people were led into captivity.  About 120 years later, Jeremiah would give them a similar message as judgment drew near:

A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land.  The prophets prophesy falsely priests bear rule by their means and my people love to have it so: and what will you do in the end thereof.  





Jeremiah 5: 30 -- 31

The people enjoyed hearing the words of lying prophets and they did not mind priests who ministered solely for the money.  They preferred a religious system to a living relationship with the one true God.  But what would they do in the end?

Today there are lying prophets and people preaching the word for financial gain.  I used to hear some of these messages and wonder why their churches were full!  And the Lord answered my question, "My people love to have it so."  There are people in churches today who would rather send a check and believe that someone else's prayers will solve their problems than commit their own lives to Jesus, invest their time reading their own Bibles and allow the Lord to change their lives from the inside out.  They prefer to pay for a false solution rather than receive the real solution -- a new life in Jesus.
Isaiah 9: 17 -- 18

Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men, neither shall have mercy on their fatherless and widows: for every one is an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.  18 For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers and thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke.
In Genesis 3 we learned that briars and thorns were a condition of the curse that God placed on the earth because of the sins of Adam and Eve.  In this case, God says that the wickedness of the people would actually devour the sinfulness in the land (symbolized by the briars and thorns).  In a number of cases God permitted nations to come against the people of Israel but he would deliver them by causing the attacking nations to fight against each other (II Chronicles 20:23).  In doing so, these nations were devoured by their own wickedness.
Sometimes a controlled burn is not a bad thing.  In a forest, a controlled burn eliminates the undergrowth so that the trees can grow healthier.  In our own lives, God may permit a controlled burn to remove sinfulness (the undergrowth).  When we were first saved we departed from most of our old sinful activities as we drew near to Jesus.  Maybe we used to struggle with sexual lust and by the grace of God this was removed from our lives.  Then over a period of time we permitted this lust to move back into our hearts through exposure to pornographic images in movies, TV or magazines.  God may use a controlled burn to remove that old sinfulness and separate us from these bad habits so that we can grow as healthier Christians.

Isaiah 9: 19 -- 21

Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall be as the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his brother.  20 And he shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and he shall eat on the left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: they shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm:  21 Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall be against Judah. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
Because of God's wrath the land would be darkened and the people themselves would be fuel for the fire as they destroyed each other.  As the situations grew worse, you would see what was in the hearts of these men.  As the famine grew worse, they would devour each other, steal their crops and animals, and devour their own strength in order to feed themselves.

The people still refused to repent and glorify God so his hand of judgment was stretched out still.  In Revelation 9:20, you find after the sixth trumpet judgment that the men spared from the earlier plagues refuse to repent of the works of their hands and they continue to worship demons and idols of gold and silver, brass, stone and wood.  Verse 21 says, “Neither did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their fornication nor of their thefts.”  They still refused to repent even after God had judged them so severely!

We are probably shocked by the hardness of the hearts depicted in Isaiah and Revelation but the actions of these people really reveal the sinfulness, the pride and the rebellion in the heart of fallen man.  Apart from the grace of God and the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives we would do the same thing.  Many of us attest to the fact that the deeper you go into rebellion the more you rebel.  Thank God that we reached a point in which we were willing to listen to the Holy Spirit and we repented.  

The men of Ephraim and Judah suffered from the same hardness of heart as the men in Revelation and as all men who have not had their eyes opened to the truth.
Isaiah 10:1 -- 4

Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed;  2 To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless!  3 And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your glory?  4 Without me they shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
In these verses, God pronounces woes upon the leaders of Israel and Judah because of their treatment of the less fortunate in the land that they were supposed to protect.  God had told them to care for the widows,  and the poor in the law given to Moses.
You shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child.  

Exodus 22:22

You shall not wrest the judgment of the poor in his cause.  
Exodus 23:6

If there be among you a poor man of one of your brothers within any of the gates in the land which the Lord your God gives you, you shall not harden your heart nor shut your hand from your poor brother.  




Deuteronomy 15: 7
God had clearly instructed the leadership of Israel to care for the widows, orphans and the poor.  However, they had forgotten the commandments of God and had abused rather than cared for those who were less fortunate.
In verse three, God asked them what they would do in the day of visitation when destruction comes from the Assyrian army.  “Where will you go, who will you seek for help?”  Then he answers his own question in verse four.  He says that they will lie down among the prisoners and fall with the slain.

Isaiah 10:5 -- 11
O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.  6 I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.  7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a few.  8 For he saith, Are not my princes altogether kings?  9 Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus?  10 As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria;  11 Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols?
Then God turns his attention to the king of Assyria and the Assyrian army.  They were simply an instrument in the hand of God; however, in their pride, they believed that it was by their own power that they were to destroy the nations of Syria, Ephraim and Judah.  In his pride the king of Assyria was saying, "We have destroyed kingdoms with better idols than you!"  

Note in verse 11 that Assyria had already attacked Samaria.  That is why we believe this message was delivered after 732 B.C. when the Assyrians attacked both Syria and Ephraim.  The king of Assyria would also attack Judah but he would not be permitted to take the city of Jerusalem.  
God had warned Ahaz not to invite the Assyrians to attack Syria and Israel.  But he refused the counsel of God and in doing so he had invited the devil into his own house.  As God had warned him earlier, he would suffer consequences for his actions.

Isaiah 10: 12 -- 14

Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.  13 For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man:  14 And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped.
Once God had permitted the Assyrians to accomplish His will he would stop them from going any further.  In verses 13 – 14, God revealed the pride in the heart of the Assyrian king who believed that it was by his power and wisdom that they had accomplished the victory against Syria and Israel.  In this case, God did not permit the Assyrian armies to attack Jerusalem.  However, He would permit the Babylonians to take the city 126 years later.  
Historically, there have been many cases in which God permitted nations to chastise the people of Israel but when they exceeded God’s designs, the chastisement was turned on those nations.  On this basis, we will read about the judgment of God upon the Assyrians, the Moabites, the Babylonians and the Egyptians in our study of Isaiah.  

Isaiah 10:15 – 19
Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it were no wood.  16 Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire.  17 And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day;  18 And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as when a standardbearer fainteth.  19 And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them.

Assyria was simply an instrument in the hand of the Lord.  But in their pride they magnified themselves against the Lord thinking that they were the ones with real power.  This is as ridiculous as an axe threatening the logger who used it or a staff magnifying itself against the shepherd.
In verse 17, God says that he would burn and devour his thorns and briars in a single day and consume the glory of his forest.  Many Bible scholars believe this refers to an event that would happen 20 years later when the death angel destroyed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in one night while they were encamped against the city of Jerusalem (II Kings 19:35).
Isaiah 10:20-27

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.  21 The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God.  22 For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness.  23 For the Lord GOD of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land.  24 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, O my people that dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian: he shall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee, after the manner of Egypt.  25 For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall cease, and mine anger in their destruction.  26 And the LORD of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him according to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb: and as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after the manner of Egypt.  27 And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing.

This passage looks forward to the time when a remnant of Israelites would return and be established in righteousness in the land of Israel.  In verse 24, the Lord tells the people of Judah not to fear the Assyrian, he would strike with a rod but he would not destroy them, as God had miraculously delivered the children of Israel out of the hands of the Egyptians he would also deliver the people of Judah out of the hands of the Assyrians.

Verse 27 includes a marvelous promise to the people of Israel and to us as believers in Jesus.  It says that the yoke of the Assyrians and the burden upon their shoulders would be destroyed because of the anointing (or the Messiah).
In Matthew 11: 28 -- 30 Jesus reveals how this yoke would be broken and this burden would be lifted.  He says:
Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn of me: for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.
The yoke of the world is a poor fitting one and the burden is extremely heavy.  The world will load you with sinfulness, troubles and despair.  It is easy for us to see the heaviness and the horror of the yoke of the Assyrians on the people of Judah.  It may be harder for us to see the same heavy burden that the world placed on our shoulders.  The solution to the problem is the same for us as it was for them -- the easy-fitting yoke and the light burden given by our Savior.  Jesus has promised us rest.  How?  By receiving His offer of salvation, getting to know him (“learn of me”) and sitting at his feet to worship Him.
Jesus Christ has removed the heavy burden of performance from our shoulders.  In the world, you may have never measured up.  The slightest failure was punished and you could not perform well enough to please your earthly master.  Salvation in Jesus is not a performance-based relationship.  It is a relationship based upon the love of God and the blood of Jesus Christ that forgives all our sins.  For by grace are ye saved through faith and that's not of yourselves it is a gift of God.  Not of works lest any man should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Jesus promised that in knowing him we will find rest for our souls.  His yoke is easy; his burden is light.  This is also the promise made in Isaiah 10:27 when he says that the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing.

Isaiah 10: 28 -- 34
He is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his carriages:  29 They are gone over the passage: they have taken up their lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled.  30 Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim: cause it to be heard unto Laish, O poor Anathoth.  31 Madmenah is removed; the inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee.  32 As yet shall he remain at Nob that day: he shall shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.  33 Behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and the high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled.  34 And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one.
In verses 28 through 32 the Lord describes how far the Assyrian army would come as they destroyed each of the cities mentioned in these verses.  But he would only "shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion".  In verses 33 and 34 the Lord described how he would stop the Assyrians, cutting them down and humbling their pride.  They would not come to Jerusalem but would fall by THE Mighty One.
This scripture makes me appreciate the mercy of God on our own land.  We have sinned over and over against a loving God who has blessed us abundantly.  Yet His chastisement has been light.  Consider current events.  Four dollars a gallon for gasoline is nothing compared to 100,000 people being killed in a cyclone or experiencing an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.8.  Higher bread prices are nothing compared to having no bread to eat.  God has been merciful to us.  But even as the judgment of God falls upon our land, Christians can rest in the promises of God for those who call upon Jesus.
As Jeremiah would say years later, "God in your judgment, remember mercy".  He did and he does.
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