It’s All about Jesus
Leviticus 1

Well, we’re going to see Jesus 
in the book that we are studying today.
That comes as quite a shock to some because we are beginning our study in the book of Leviticus.  I’m going to guess that this is not one that many men here have been waiting to jump into.  But when we peel these pages apart and the Holy Spirit begins to show us Jesus Christ in all of the sacrifices and in all of the feasts.  As we see the parallels between the Lord’s work in the midst of the camp of Israel and in the body of Christ we begin to change our attitude towards this rich portion of scripture.  

We could pick and choose our favorite Bible topics if we wanted to study only what we are interested in but I believe that God gave us the whole Word in order for us to study and enjoy it.  If not, he wouldn’t have provided it and preserved it.  In Paul’s final meeting with the Ephesian elders in Acts 20, he said, "I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God."  He didn't leave anything out; he shared the full counsel of God with them.  As men of God, we need the full counsel of God.  We want to be grounded and rooted and built up in God's Word.  That is why we walk through the Bible line by line asking the Holy Spirit to give us understanding as we go.  That is why we are studying Leviticus. 

To put the book of Leviticus in its proper context, let's look back for just a moment at the two books that precede it.  Genesis, the first book of scripture, is the book of beginnings.  God’s creation of heaven and earth takes place in Genesis.  This is also where sin begins in the Garden of Eden.  It is where God introduces the solution to sin as the “seed of the woman”
 and later as "the lion of the tribe of Judah"
.  It is where God makes His covenant with Abraham and where He promises that the savior would come through the line of Isaac and then from Jacob.  He identifies the chosen people of Israel in Genesis.

The book of Exodus is the book of redemption.  The Israelites were captives in Egypt.  God visited His people there, redeemed them out of slavery and set them free to worship and serve Him.  God gave Moses all of the law in Exodus.  God also gave Moses the blueprints for construction of the tabernacle.  These plans, given as a pattern of those things in heaven speak of holy, heavenly things.  

In fact, every part of the tabernacle tells us something about Jesus.  The Ark of the Covenant, the beautiful golden box containing the Ten Commandments written in stone by the finger of God, rested in the Holy of Holies.  The mercy seat rested upon the top of the Ark of the Covenant.  This is where the truth of the law in the Ark and the grace of God by blood sacrifice come together.  Without the blood on the mercy seat, God could not have met with the people of Israel.  The blood that sanctified the mercy seat is what enabled a holy God to dwell in the midst of the people of Israel.   
What does this tell us about Jesus?  John 1:17 tells us that grace and truth are met together in Jesus Christ.  We know that in His life, Jesus perfectly embodied the law (as did the Ark of the Covenant) and by the shed blood in His death, Jesus provides us with perfect grace and mercy (as was provided by the blood on the mercy seat).  It is only through the blood of Jesus that God the Father can meet with us and we can approach Him.
Jesus revealed Himself as the Light of the Word in John 8:12.  The menorah, that seven-fingered lampstand that lit the Holy Place, foreshadowed Jesus in this aspect of His ministry.  The oil in the lamp fueled the flame just as the Holy Spirit (typified by the oil) powered the ministry of Jesus on this earth.  

Incense is used in scripture as a type of prayer or intercession.  The golden altar of incense speaks of Jesus Christ, our Great High Priest who intercedes for us (according to Hebrews 7:25).

The table of shewbread foreshadows the offering of Jesus Christ, the bread of life (John 6:35) who came down from heaven.  Just as the priests were sustained by the shewbread, we are sustained by the Bread of Life who was offered to God.
As you move through the door out of the tabernacle, you find the laver where the priests looked into the mirrored lining and washed, cleansing themselves for worship and service.  The laver in front of the Tabernacle is a type of the Word of God that washes and cleanses us.  Jesus told the disciples in John 15 that they were clean through the word that He had spoken to them.  And Ephesians 5:26 tells us that we are washed in the water of the Word.  The Old Testament priests could not approach the Tabernacle and serve without first washing in the laver.  We cannot serve; in fact, we cannot even understand how to worship the Lord without being washed by the Word of God.  
Even the covering of the tabernacle speaks of Christ. The Tabernacle of Congregation was made on the inside of golden boards, golden bars and rings, and it rested on a base of silver sockets.  The interior was covered with a beautiful tapestry of blue, purple and scarlet woven in fine linen.  This glorious tabernacle was then covered with red-dyed ram skins and overlaid with a covering of badger skins.  
Why would you cover such a beautiful tent with common animal skins?  As is the case with Jesus, the true beauty of the Tabernacle was on the inside.  The prophecy of Jesus in Isaiah tells us that he had no form or comeliness that any should desire him.  In other words, He didn’t have those striking good looks of the actors who play Him in movies.  You may remember that the soldiers who took Him in the Garden of Gethsemane needed a guide to be sure that they got the right guy; they weren’t even sure what He looked like.  So when Jesus Christ, the Son of God came to earth and put on His earthly tent, He wore one that looked just like the rest of us.

Then we come to the book of Leviticus.  This is where God begins to teach His redeemed people how to worship and serve Him.  
Remember that the Israelites had heard about the LORD when they were slaves in Egypt.  Their parents had probably passed on the traditions that came from Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons.  They knew enough about God to cry unto Him when their misery increased under Pharaoh.

 Then came the deliverer – Moses.  And the Israelites experienced freedom from slavery on Passover.  They saw the Red Sea part and they walked across on dry ground.  They were being fed with manna from heaven every morning.  So, they had experienced a bit of the miraculous power of God.  BUT they didn’t really know God.

That is the why God gave the people of Israel the instructions in this book.  He is taking them through His discipleship course.  God placed them in the southern tip of the Sinai Peninsula where they had no provision – except Him.  They had no relief from the heat – except what God provided.  They had no one to rely upon and no one to complain to – except God.  And He held them there for a year and proved Himself faithful to meet their needs.  Now they are going to find out how to worship and serve the awesome Holy God.  

But why, 2000 years after Christ should we be concerned with the lessons that the Lord was teaching the Israelites in the book of Leviticus?  Why should we care about a bunch of Jewish rituals?  Because these rituals weren’t given just for the people of Israel in the wilderness, they were given in order for us to know Jesus and to understand our relationship with Him.  The central message of ALL scripture is the life, death and resurrection of the promised messiah - our Lord Jesus Christ.  Psalm 40:7 is a prophecy of Jesus.  It says, Lo I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me.  In other words, the entire book from Genesis to Revelation speaks of Jesus Christ!

In Leviticus we see a shadow of what was to be revealed in the gospels.  We see a series of snapshots of Jesus Christ, the One who would come in the flesh, in the form of man, to die and rise again in order to forgive our sins.
You saw a glimpse of Jesus in the pattern of the tabernacle as it was revealed in Exodus.  In Leviticus, you are going to see that every offering, every feast, and every ordinance points forward to the only offering that was really going to matter - the offering of Jesus Christ on the cross 1500 years later.  As you study the book of Leviticus, you realize that God was showing us a shadow or a type of the real sacrifice that was going to take place on a hill outside of Jerusalem.  And you realize that God has this thing wired.  He made provision for us centuries before Jesus came and bled and died and rose again from the grave.  And our love for Jesus and our faith in Jesus grows as we see in detail how God foreshadowed the events of Jesus' life and death in this book of Leviticus hundreds of years before Jesus would come to earth as a man.  

By the time we reach the Israelites in the first verse of Leviticus, everything is in place for worship - the Ark of the Covenant, the light of the menorah, the altar of incense, the shewbread on the table, the water in the laver, the covering of the tabernacle.  It’s all ready; however, without the sacrifice on the altar it would be a museum of a holy God rather than the place where they would meet with the holy, living God.  Without the sacrifices we look at in Leviticus it is all form without any effect.  Without the blood sacrifice, there would be no atonement for sin; the priests could not approach to worship and serve God.
You probably know people who enter church like they were coming to a museum.  They come to learn a little bit about God; they want to know some Biblical principles that will be good for their children. They want a little knowledge for the week but the last thing they want is an encounter with the living God.  They want to know about Jesus but they don't really want to know Jesus.  They want to learn about the Bible but they don't want to come to Jesus.  They will attend church but they won’t come to the cross.  

You’ve got to come to the cross.  In John 14:6 Jesus plainly teaches us that He is the way, the truth and the life, no man comes to the Father but by Him.  Romans 3:25 says that it is by faith in the blood of Jesus that our sins are forgiven.  Forgiveness does not come by recognizing Jesus as a good teacher or a good man.  You’ve got to come to the cross where His blood was shed.  And then, and only then will the Holy Spirit begin to teach us how to abide in Christ, how to walk as believers in this world.  But you’ve got to come to Jesus first.  
The sacrifice had to be made for us, just as it did for the Israelites, and we have to identify with His death in order to live a resurrected life.  Without it, all activity that we call worship would be empty words and vain repetition.
Let’s look into the first chapter 
of this awesome Old Testament book.
And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel.      Leviticus 1:1    
Immediately, God makes it clear that these were His words, not Moses’ words when He says “and the LORD called to Moses and spake”.  Moses didn’t make this up; he received it from God.  This is God’s Word.  

This may seem to be a ridiculously simple point but it is important to understand that the Israelites weren’t following their own method of worshipping God.  They had already tried to invent a method for worship when they made the golden calf and bowed down to it.  We know how that ended - in a drunken orgy and the judgment of God.  They had learned not to invent their own methods of worship.  

We cannot invent our own method for worshipping God either.  We must rely on His Word to show us how.  After all, God is the only one qualified to teach us how to worship.  I would be insane to think that I could worship God in some way other than the way that He Himself has ordained.

Some misguided folks think that we can please God by our good works, or by giving to good causes.  Good works and a giving heart may be the fruit of our relationship with Jesus but they are not the means of approaching Him.  The only basis for approaching God is by the blood of the Lamb – Jesus Christ.  So, beware of men who add to God's Word or who ignore it all together. And watch out for those who excuse portions of God's Word in order to provide some way of coming to Him other than through the cross.  
Beware of people who tell you to worship the Lord in order to receive something in return (like financial wealth or a new car or a bigger house).  We don’t worship God in order to receive anything; we worship God because He is worthy to receive our praise and worship.

Like the Israelites in the wilderness, we are called to worship according to God’s Word.  Period.
Let's continue.

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock  If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD. And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him.  And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.  And he shall flay the burnt offering, and cut it into his pieces.  And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in order upon the fire: And the priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in order upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:   But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the priest shall burn all on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.     Leviticus 1:2-9  
Aaron, as High Priest, is responsible for intercession at the altar of sacrifice, at the altar of incense and for all other aspects of worship at the Tabernacle
.  The Old Testament High Priest is a type or a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ our High Priest.  How do we know? Jesus is referred to in this way 16 times in the book of Hebrews.  One of the clearest references is Hebrews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  So, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is our great High Priest and He intercedes for us (thank God).  As we look into God's Word and see what Aaron was doing, we can better understand the work that Jesus has done and is doing for us today.  

There is another group of people mentioned in this passage - the priests.  They take their orders directly from Aaron, the High Priest. In fact, their very identity as priests is dependent upon him. They were not voted into this office, they didn’t volunteer for it and they didn’t go to seminary to be trained for it.  They are priests because they are the sons of Aaron, the High Priest.

Who do they foreshadow?  Are you ready?  The priests are types of us as believers in Jesus. How do we know?  The Bible tells us so.  Speaking to believers in I Peter 2:5, it says, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.  
This passage in I Peter says that we offer spiritual sacrifices just as the Old Testament priests offered sacrifices on the altar.  What spiritual sacrifices do we offer?  The Bible identifies two - Romans 12:1 says that we are to present our bodies as living sacrifices.  Hebrews 13:15 says that we are to offer sacrifices of praise in the house of the Lord.  These are two sacrifices that we offer as believer-priests.  
As living sacrifices, we serve the Lord 24/7, all day every day.  We don’t offer ourselves on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights and then get off of the altar to go serve our own interests, “Well, Lord, I’ve given you a couple of hours here, I guess I’ll be going back to live in the flesh until I see you next week.”  No, we live in Christ as living sacrifices all of the time.

As believer-priests we are also called to offer sacrifices of praise.  This offering is brought when we come together to worship the Lord.  And it doesn’t have to be a large group.  Remember, Jesus said that wherever two or more are gathered together, there He would be in our midst (Matthew 18:20). 

In addition to the passage in I Peter, Revelation 1:5-6 also identifies believers as priests, “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, And hath made us kings and priests  unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”  According to this passage in Revelation, Jesus Christ has made us kings and priests (or literally, a kingdom of priests).  
So, now we know a bit about who we are in our new spiritual nature, as believers in Jesus Christ we serve as believer-priests.  And we know that the priesthood is not reserved for specially trained men who fulfill a unique responsibility in the church.  The priesthood of believers is a privilege and a responsibility for all of us.  
But what does it mean?  What are we supposed to do?  Well, the Old Testament priests represented the people to God.  They took the offering, in many cases they laid hands on it, killed it, and laid it on the altar.  And as those nearest the tabernacle, they represented God to the people.  As we look at the work of the Old Testament priests, particularly in the book of Leviticus, we can get a glimpse of the work that God has called us to as we represent the people to Him AND as we represent God to the people. 
What do the sacrificial offerings tell us about Jesus?
There are five offerings listed in Leviticus, three are sweet savors unto the LORD, two are not sweet savor offerings and ALL of them speak of Jesus Christ.  By understanding these offerings we can better understand ALL that Jesus accomplished in His sacrificial death for us. 
The burnt offering is the first one described in Leviticus.  There are many characteristics of the burnt offering that clearly point to Jesus.  We will look at just two of them.  
According to verse 3, the burnt offering was offered voluntarily just as Jesus went voluntarily to the altar. He was not forced to the cross; He went willingly.  On the night that Jesus was betrayed, Peter tried to defend him by cutting off the ear of one of the soldiers.  Jesus then told Peter, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.  Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?  But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?  (Matthew 26:52-54).  Jesus could have called down the host of heaven to defend Him if He had wanted.  No power on earth could have forced Jesus to die against His will.

Secondly, the burnt offering was “without blemish” just as Jesus was without sin.  The animal to be offered as a burnt offering was observed to be sure that he was perfect.  You can imagine the offerer taking the lamb through some paces to be sure that he didn’t limp.  The lamb was observed to be sure that he didn’t have any respiratory problems.  His wool was separated to be sure that there weren’t any skin diseases.  
Jesus, the Lamb of God, was observed for more than 30 years; He was closely observed for the three years of His public ministry and He was found to be without sin.  The only begotten Son was perfect, worthy to be offered without spot or wrinkle.  There is a record of His sinless ness in the gospels.  And II Corinthians 5:21 tells us that He made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  Jesus knew no sin.  He was without blemish.
What did the offering of Jesus Christ as our burnt offering accomplish?  As you will see as we continue walking through Leviticus, the sin offering dealt with sin, the peace offering gave us peace with God but what was the burnt offering for?  The burnt offering is solely about the sacrifice of the Son being acceptable to the Father.  Jesus death in our place was enough; enough to forgive sin, enough to satisfy the requirements of the law, enough to secure our righteousness in (and only in) Jesus Christ.  
Jesus was concerned with winning our salvation for us but make no mistake about it; His focus was first on pleasing the Father.  His first love is for the One whom He is One with.  His unity with the Father is of primary importance.   In John 10:17, Jesus said, Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  In Philippians 2:8-9, Paul tells us, And being found in fashion as a man, he (Jesus) humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:  Jesus primary focus was on doing the will of the Father.  His first responsibility was to fulfill the call on His earthly life.

That is why the burnt offering is the first one listed in Leviticus.  All of the others include something of the benefit of the priests and the people.  But they did not eat of the burnt offering; it was wholly given to the LORD.

How was the priest involved in the burnt offering?
In his identification with the offering, the priest was also accepted before the LORD.  In the Old Testament type, the priest laid his hands on the head of the burnt offering.  In doing so, he completely identified himself with the animal being sacrificed.  Colossians 3:1-4 teaches us, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.  This is a clear statement that tells us that our life is hidden in Christ.  We are completely identified with Jesus in His death and in His resurrection.  You cannot be partially in Christ and partially out of Christ.  You are either in or out, there is no compromise.  The offerer of the burnt sacrifice didn’t lay one hand on the animal’s head and put one somewhere else.  He laid BOTH hands on the sacrifice; he completely identified with it.

Again, this is good news for us.  We don’t want to be identified by God as partially in Christ and partially in our own flesh.  That’s not a good day.  Our only hope for redemption, for a new life in relationship with God is to be completely identified with Jesus Christ in His death and in His resurrection.
According to verse four of the first chapter, the offerer received atonement as a result of the burnt offering.  In the Old Testament, atonement means “to cover, to cancel, to appease, and to forgive”.  This is a picture of something being covered and forgotten.  The best you could get from the Old Testament sacrifices was “covering over”.  In the New Testament, atonement means something else - it means “to remove”.  The sin is gone, removed, it doesn’t even exist anymore.  New Testament atonement by the blood of Jesus removes sin.  It is gone and we are brought into relationship with God.  Hebrews 10:4 says It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.  The bulls and goats offered in Old Testament sacrifices could not remove sin, they could only cover it.  The blood of Jesus had the power to take away sin and bring us into relationship with God the Father.

What does this mean to us?  If you are a believer in Jesus Christ then there is NO RECORD of your sin, you are righteous before God.  When God pulls up our docket at His courthouse, it is blank!  Not only has the blood of Jesus removed your sin; you have been given the righteousness of the very One who will sit as judge.  If you have faith in the blood of Jesus Christ, then you are completely clean before Him.  This is true regardless of what anyone else wants to tell you!  By virtue of the blood of Jesus, we receive a robe of perfect righteousness.

Thank God that we do not have to rely upon the blood of bulls and goats to “cover” our sin.  We can rely upon the blood of Jesus to remove it.  The offering that Jesus made to the Father (as the burnt offering) was completely acceptable to Him.  

And if his offering be of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without blemish. And he shall kill it on the side of the altar northward before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the altar.  And he shall cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and the priest shall lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar: But he shall wash the inwards and the legs with water: and the priest shall bring it all, and burn it upon the altar: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.  And if the burnt sacrifice for his offering to the LORD be of fowls, then he shall bring his offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons.  And the priest shall bring it unto the altar, and wring off his head, and burn it on the altar; and the blood thereof shall be wrung out at the side of the altar: And he shall pluck away his crop with his feathers, and cast it beside the altar on the east part, by the place of the ashes: And he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide it asunder: and the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon the fire: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.       Leviticus 1:10-17  
Note how specific God is with how the offerings were to be made.  He didn’t leave anything to Moses’ or Aaron’s imagination.  He was very clear.  The Israelites couldn’t say, “You know, I don’t like this blood thing.  It’s too yucky.  Couldn't we just get together once every week and sing some songs.  Or couldn't we do some good works and be okay with God?”  That wasn’t an option.  The sacrifice had to be made according to God’s instructions. 

God doesn’t leave anything to our imaginations either; He is still is very clear.  We are called to be followers of Jesus Christ, not according to our own ideas of how it is done but according to how He says it is to be done.  

This is not only a key point for salvation; it is also a key point for our growth as disciples of Jesus Christ.  As Christians, we pray for more maturity and strength in the body of Christ.   We want to see more growth in our own spiritual life.  This is how we get it, by living according to God’s Word in obedience to the Holy Spirit.  We can’t sit in a church service and say, “That’s a good word. I like that word.  I know some guys in the dorm who need to hear that word.”  We can't walk away from a Bible study or prayer time with the Lord and forget what we just learned.  God calls us to walk out of the service and live the Word as He leads us and walks with us.  We are commanded to be doers of the Word.  We do it today.   Then tomorrow we get to go out and do it again.  And the body of Christ grows as we grow in the righteousness that Jesus Christ gives us. 
Jesus Christ has done everything that was needed for us to live eternally.  As we look into the Old Testament we see that ALL of it spoke of Him.  Every part of the tabernacle of congregation, the High Priest (even the garments he wore), the order of the camp of Israel, and the sacrifices on the altar all speak of Jesus.  
God has preserved this incredible record for thousands of years in order for us to read it and have faith in Him.  What more could He do?  What else was necessary for me to believe and to follow Him?  Nothing.   
In the sixteenth chapter of the book of Luke, the rich man asked Abraham to send someone back from the dead to warn his brothers of the reality of the eternal torment he was suffering.  Abraham tells the rich man that they have Moses and the prophets to warn them.  The rich man says that isn’t enough but that they would believe if one visited them from the grave.  Abraham’s response in verse 31 is the answer for all time.  He says, “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”  The Word of God is enough.  Believe it.  If it isn’t enough, then you wouldn’t believe even if someone came back from the dead to tell you the truth.
All scripture, in both the Old and New Testaments, is evidence of the love of God for a dying world, and of His plan to send the Son to save us from our sins.  That is why, as I see the shadows of our Savior in the Old Testament, I cry out as Thomas did when he put his hand into Jesus side, "My Lord and my God!"  It’s all true.  It all points to Jesus.  
Amen?  Amen.

�  Genesis 3:15


� Genesis 49:9-12


�   Exodus 30:10 explains the responsibility that Aaron had as High Priest to intercede for the people each year on the Day of Atonement.  We also know that He had authority over all priests who served at the Tabernacle.  
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