Jesus Became Sin For Us

Leviticus 4

According to Romans 15:4 …

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.  
When the Apostle Paul wrote this the “scriptures” referred to the Old Testament.  He is telling us that the words of the Old Testament were written for our education, that we might have hope through the patience and comfort they provide.  This is still true today.  So, even in 2006 there is a divine reason and a benefit for us to study the Old Testament.  These 39 books of the Bible are just as relevant to us as any part of scripture; that is why we walk line by line through the pages of the book of Leviticus. 

The first five chapters of Leviticus detail the five Levitical offerings.  Each one provides instructions regarding how God was to be worshipped and reveals something about His character.  Most importantly to us as believers, the Levitical offerings foreshadow the ultimate sacrifice that would be made on a cross outside of Jerusalem 1500 years after God spoke with Moses in the wilderness.  

The foundation for today’s message on the sin-offering was laid in the first three chapters of Leviticus.  You remember from our earlier studies, that according to Hebrews 3:1 and Hebrews 4:14-16, the Old Testament High Priest is a type of Jesus Christ.  And the Old Testament priests are a foreshadowing or a type of us as believers in Jesus Christ; I Peter 2:9 refers to us as a holy priesthood, a peculiar people.  
Why is it important for us to see these types correctly in the Old Testament?  Because our understanding of the Levitical sacrifices and the priesthood will help us to understand how we are to worship Jesus Christ, how we are sustained by His offering and how we are to serve as His representatives on earth.

The first three offerings are “sweet savor offerings”.  The burnt offering is a type of Jesus Christ offering Himself completely on the altar to please the Father.  This offering is mentioned first because it was also the highest priority.  First and foremost, Jesus went to the cross to please the Father.  The burnt offering is all about our Lord’s obedience in giving Himself wholly to the Father.

The second offering is the meal-offering, a type of Jesus as the perfect man who always did in His earthly life those things that pleased the Father.  You will remember that there is no mention of death in this offering; it is all about Jesus’ life on this earth.  
The third sweet savor is the peace offering.  Unlike the burnt offering, the priests could eat of the peace offering.  They were given the shoulder (place of strength) and the portion over the breast (place of love and compassion).  The peace offering foreshadows the work of Jesus Christ on the cross in making peace with the Father on our behalf.  He is our peace and we are constantly sustained by Jesus’ strength and love just as the priests were sustained by the shoulder and the breast.   
In Leviticus chapter four we are going to see Jesus Christ again.  This time, He is foreshadowed in the sin-offering.
As we study the text think about it in two ways.  Put yourself in the place of the Israelites and think about what this would mean to them, a redeemed people, sitting in the wilderness, learning about the worship and service of the LORD.  Secondly, think about what this text means to us as believers in Jesus Christ today.

None of the sweet savor offerings in Leviticus 1-3 mentioned sin.  In chapter four, we find that the sin-offering was offered specifically to make atonement for the sins of the people.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through ignorance against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of them: If the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock without blemish unto the LORD for a sin offering.   And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock's head, and kill the bullock before the LORD.  Leviticus 4:1-4
In these first four verses we see a reference to a sin committed through ignorance.  Literally, that means that the sinner was not aware that he had sinned at the time that the act was committed.  You mean that a person could sin without even knowing it?  According to scripture- yep.  God’s holiness exceeds our comprehension; it is not dependent upon our understanding of it.  He is completely holy, always was, always will be.  He was holy before I knew what sin was.  And He was holy before I realized that certain actions and attitudes on my part were sinful.  His standard of righteousness is not dependent upon my level of understanding or my personal standard for righteousness.  His perfect standard is the only one that matters.
Apart from the love of God and His sacrifice on the cross, this would be very bad news.  You see, it would be impossible for me to atone for sins that I did not know that I had committed.  But God made provision for my ignorance in the perfection of Jesus’ sacrifice.  His blood forgave ALL of my sin, the ones I knew to repent of and even the ones that I was not aware of.  In God’s perfect plan, He provided a sacrifice that removed all of our sin.

As you read through this chapter, you will see that God deals with this type of sin as it is committed by four different groups of people: 1) any priest, 2) the whole congregation, 3) a ruler of the people, & 4) any of the common people (folks other than the priests or rulers).  The issue is that it was and is possible for someone to sin against the Lord without even realizing it.  That’s a serious problem.  

In each  case, an unblemished animal was offered to atone for the sins of the people.  The young, unblemished bullock is a type of Jesus Christ, our sin offering, who was perfect, without sin.  Bullocks were beasts of burden; they carried loads and pulled carts.  Hebrews 9:28 says, So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.  In the sin offering, the bullock carried the sins of the priests to the altar just as Jesus carried our sin to the cross.
The priest would lay his hand upon the head of the offering.  In doing so, he completely identified with the animal that would bear his sin.   This act symbolically placed the sin of the priest on the head of the animal; his sins were transmuted to the bullock.  So this formerly unblemished animal now bore the sins of the priest who offered it.  As a substitutionary sacrifice, he carried the sin to the altar where he was punished in the place of the priest who had sinned.

As a substitutionary sacrifice, Jesus carried our sins to the cross where He paid the price for us.  Romans 6:23 says, For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  The payment for sin is death.  We owed it; Jesus didn’t.  But, in our place, He paid it as our sin-offering. 

And the priest that is anointed shall take of the bullock's blood, and bring it to the tabernacle of the congregation: And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times before the LORD, before the vail of the sanctuary.  And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar of sweet incense before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of the congregation; and shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.                    Leviticus 4:5-7  
The blood was sprinkled seven times before the presence of the LORD and it was placed on the altar of incense.  As you recall from earlier lessons, incense is always associated with prayer and intercession.  In Revelation 5:8 and 8:3-4, incense symbolizes the prayers of the saints.  The altar of incense in the Holy Place of the Tabernacle is a type or foreshadowing of Jesus Christ who intercedes for us (according to Hebrews 7:25).

So, if you were a priest of Israel, you would sprinkle this holy blood before the LORD.  When God looked from the Holy of Holies, He would see the blood of the sacrifice and He would see you through the blood.  Because of the blood of the unblemished sacrifice, your sins would be forgiven.  And from the altar of incense, the smoke would ascend from the altar that had been sprinkled with the blood of the sin-offering.  Because of the blood of the unblemished sacrifice, intercession for sin would be received. 
As a Christian, you can see the significance.  When the Lord looks at us, He sees us through the blood of the sacrifice.  And He forgives our sin based upon the pure, sinless blood of Jesus. 
So, if you are a believer in Christ and you wonder if you can approach God, the answer is yes!  We come by the blood of Jesus.  If you are not a believer in Jesus, then you can do whatever you want but you cannot come into the presence of God.  You can wear your best clothes, you can tithe, you can sing in the choir, you can be an elder or a deacon BUT you cannot come into the presence of God.  How could an unbeliever get cleaned up enough to come before a holy God?  As a believer in Jesus, you can come through Christ and the Father sees the blood and you are accepted.
I’ve talked with men inside and outside of prison who say, “I’m not going to come to church until I can quit drinking or druggin’ and clean up my life.”   I always tell them that they cannot and will not ever come.  They don’t like to hear that but there are thousands of years of history that prove that you cannot get cleaned up and come to God.  The only way to come is by the blood of Jesus, and to ask forgiveness based upon His works, not ours.  
Here is a warning to church-goers who have never humbled themselves to receive Christ.  It’s easy to become comfortable with our sin even if we are checking in at church every now and then.  This is where I once lived.  I won’t ask for a show of hands but I know that there are others here who have done the same thing.
I was a church goer for a long time, checking in once each week, singing the songs and putting a little something in the offering plate.  But I was trying to please God on my own terms.  Finally, I realized that I was sinning against the God of the universe!  I was playing a game with a holy God.  How foolish is that?  When I was confronted with my own sin, I cried out to God and asked what I could do.  He told me that He had already done it.  All I needed to do was to believe it.  That’s grace.  And it changed my life.  It will change yours too as you let God love you and forgive you.  Then, as you submit your life to Him, He will change you from the inside out.

The sin-offering removes the offence that I committed against a holy God.  In dealing with my sin, God not only shows His holiness, He reveals His grace.
Note in verse seven that none of the blood was wasted, it was poured out at the altar.  All of it was precious.  All of the blood of Jesus was precious too.  None was wasted; all of it served the purpose of removing our sin.

And he shall take off from it all the fat of the bullock for the sin offering; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards, And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away, As it was taken off from the bullock of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering.  And the skin of the bullock, and all his flesh, with his head, and with his legs, and his inwards, and his dung.   Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place, where the ashes are poured out, and burn him on the wood with fire: where the ashes are poured out shall he be burnt.      Leviticus 4:8-12  
With the peace offering, God got the inward parts; they were burned on the altar.  The priests ate of the shoulder and the breast of the peace offering.  The LORD also gets the inward parts of the sin-offering; however, the priests did not eat any of it from the altar.  The body of the sin offering was carried outside the camp to be burned.  It was there that the priests ate the sin-offering.
  This is a type of Jesus Christ, our sin-offering, who carried our sin outside the camp and offered Himself on the cross at Calvary.  According to Hebrews 13:13, we are called to go outside the camp to bear His reproach. 
Hebrews 13:11-13 says, For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.  Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.  Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.     

Jesus suffered outside the gate of the city of Jerusalem; He was crucified on Calvary, outside the city.  And He fulfilled the Old Testament sin-offering which pictures the sin bearer being sacrificed outside the camp.  He carried our sins on the cross out of the city, He bore our shame.  This scripture in Hebrews 13 invites us to identify with Jesus in going outside of the camp with Him.  By doing so, we agree with Jesus that it was necessary for Him to die for us because we are incapable of doing anything to atone for our sin. 

And if the whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance, and the thing be hid from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which should not be done, and are guilty; When the sin, which they have sinned against it, is known, then the congregation shall offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him before the tabernacle of the congregation. And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon the head of the bullock before the LORD: and the bullock shall be killed before the LORD.  And the priest that is anointed shall bring of the bullock's blood to the tabernacle of the congregation:  And the priest shall dip his finger in some of the blood, and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD, even before the vail.  And he shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar which is before the LORD, that is in the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall pour out all the blood at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.   And he shall take all his fat from him, and burn it upon the altar.   And he shall do with the bullock as he did with the bullock for a sin offering, so shall he do with this: and the priest shall make an atonement for them, and it shall be forgiven them. And he shall carry forth the bullock without the camp, and burn him as he burned the first bullock: it is a sin offering for the congregation.           Leviticus 4: 13-21   
In verse 20, the priests made “atonement” for the sins of the congregation.  In our study of Leviticus 1 we discussed the meaning of atonement but it is worth repeating here.  The Old Testament idea of atonement was “to cover”.  The same Hebrew word was used when covering something with pitch or tar.  It was covered and forgotten.  This is the best that the blood of bulls and goats in the Levitical sacrifices could do.  They could cause the sin to be forgotten but not removed.  
In the New Testament, atonement means something different.  It means reconciliation.  It means that the sin is removed, it is eliminated, and it is gone!  As a New Testament believer in Jesus Christ, your sin is not covered, it is gone, it is no longer present.  God does not associate your sin with you anymore and those old sins will not be brought up again.
That’s the difference between the Old Testament covering for sin until the time that the real sacrifice that removes sin would be made.  We live in a time after the real sin-offering has been made and the sin is now gone, it is finished.

There are two words translated as “sin” in this portion of Leviticus.  The first is the Hebrew word “chata” which means to “miss the mark, to miss the way, to lead astray”.   That is what we did when we sinned against God.  We missed the mark, we didn’t meet God’s standard.  We got off the path, we missed the way.  
The other word used in most of these verses is “chatta'ah” which means “wrong or iniquity”, it also means “the offering for wrong and iniquity”.  So the word translated as “sin” is the same used for “sin-offering”.  In fact, chatta’ah is translated in the Old Testament as “sin” 100 times and it is translated as “sin-offering” 115 times.  That’s interesting.  Isn’t the sin offering the unblemished opposite of the sin?  Well God, in His incredible design, created a word that perfectly describes Jesus as our sin-offering.  II Corinthians 5:21 teaches us that Jesus didn’t just carry our sin to the cross; He became sin for us.  He was the sin offering, and He became sin for us on the cross.  Jesus fulfilled both meanings of the word.  Only God can do that! 

When a ruler hath sinned, and done somewhat through ignorance against any of the commandments of the LORD his God concerning things which should not be done, and is guilty; Or if his sin, wherein he hath sinned, come to his knowledge; he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a male without blemish:  And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the goat, and kill it in the place where they kill the burnt offering before the LORD: it is a sin offering.  And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out his blood at the bottom of the altar of burnt offering. And he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall make an atonement for him as concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven him.         Leviticus 4: 22-26 
When the ruler sinned, the blood was not sprinkled before the LORD nor was it put on the horns of the altar of incense.  Why?  Because the sin of the ruler did not come between the LORD and the people, it was only between the ruler and the LORD so the blood was placed on the horns of the altar of burnt offering with the remainder being poured out at the bottom of the altar.  

And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance, while he doeth somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which ought not to be done, and be guilty.   Or if his sin, which he hath sinned, come to his knowledge: then he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which he hath sinned.   And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay the sin offering in the place of the burnt offering.  And the priest shall take of the blood thereof with his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar.  (The same rule for an individual ruler applied to an individual of the congregation.)  And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away from off the sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it upon the altar for a sweet savour unto the LORD; and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and it shall be forgiven him.  
                                                                      Leviticus 4:27-31
This is the only case where the LORD says that the sin-offering is a “sweet savor” or a pleasant aroma unto the Lord.  Why?  Well, if the priests represent us as believers in Leviticus, then the “common people” represent the mass of unbelievers (church-goers and others) who have not received Christ.  I believe that this passage is showing us that when an unbeliever comes to Christ and says, “I have sinned” it is a pleasant aroma unto the Lord.  Luke 15:10 says that “there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”  Admitting that you have sinned and repenting brings joy in heaven, it is a pleasant aroma to the Lord.
And if he bring a lamb for a sin offering, he shall bring it a female without blemish.  And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay it for a sin offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering.  And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar: And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat of the lamb is taken away from the sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the priest shall burn them upon the altar, according to the offerings made by fire unto the LORD: and the priest shall make an atonement for his sin that he hath committed, and it shall be forgiven him.   Leviticus 4: 32-35
Hallelujah, we have been forgiven!  We can live as forgiven people!
So, the sins of the priests, the congregation, the rulers and the common people are covered.  What do these four examples teach us?  First of all, in each case, it mentions “sin though ignorance”.  We have already discussed the fact that we can sin without being aware of it because God’s holiness is not dependent upon my understanding of it.  God is holy!
You see, God is the only One who could set the standard of holiness, He is the only One who could meet the standard of holiness, and He is the Only One who could tell us how to approach Him in holiness.  This is not a meeting of the minds where we negotiate an agreement with God on our own standard of holiness and our method of attaining it.  Some of us already tried that one; we played “Let’s Make A Deal” with God, “I’ll give up drinking if you will let me into heaven” or “I’ll stop cheating on my wife and be a good husband if you will bless me.”    
God clearly shows us His way – we come by faith, according to God’s Word, through the blood of Jesus in order to be forgiven.  That’s it.  Humble yourself and receive Christ; don’t try to add anything to the blood of Jesus.  

The good news in this is that even though we can sin without knowing it, God has already dealt with it.  The sin-offering not only took care of the sin we were aware of; it also removed the ones that I am not aware of because I am still growing in my awareness of them.  That, my friend, is grace!  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! (Romans 1:33)  
His love and mercy exceed my understanding!  And because of His grace, we can live with the assurance that, as believers in Jesus, we are forgiven people!  We don’t need to worry about some hidden issue that may be separating us from God.  The blood of Jesus has already removed it!  Does this give us a license to go out and sin it up?  I don’t think so.  It gives me the assurance to walk in Jesus; to boldly live before God today.  Does that generate pride in a person’s heart? I don’t think so.  It causes humility because we realize that all of our sin is forgiven by what Jesus has given.  We can walk in purity, in garments of righteousness because of the completeness of the sin offering that removed the sin that we were aware of and even those that we did not know about.
Secondly, even the Israelites in the wilderness had their sin covered by grace through faith.  They brought an offering for their sin; the sin was placed on that animal and its life was given in their place.  As an Israelite, you could have argued the point with Moses and wanted instead to do something that would warrant forgiveness.  You could offer to walk around the outside of the camp on your knees while reciting the ten commandments.  You could go without water for three days or fast for a week.  But none of this would cover your sin.  In order to receive atonement, you had to bring a sin offering to the altar.
We can argue with God regarding how our sin could be removed but there is only one way.  There is no work that we can do to warrant forgiveness.  There is no other religion and there is no other method for coming to God.  We come by faith in the blood of Jesus, our sin offering, and our sins are removed.  Period.  That’s it.  End of story.  
Based upon forgiveness of sin by the blood of Jesus, I am comfortable coming to God.  I am ready to die and stand before the Father on this basis.  This has nothing to do with what I have done; it has everything to do with what He has done.  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him (II Corinthians 5:21).  Jesus took our sin AND He gave us His righteousness.  That is why we are able to come into the presence of a Holy God. 
Are you comfortable coming to God based upon what you believe?  If not, you need to look at the Bible and see what it says.  That’s the bottom line.  You cannot come to God based upon your standard of righteousness or your understanding of sin.  You must come based upon His standard and His method for dealing with sin.
No mortal man could meet God’s standard.  All of the Old Testament sacrifices point in type to Jesus as the only one who could hit the mark.  Galatians 3:24-25 says, “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.”  We could not meet the standard of the law; the law was given to lead us to the only One who could – Jesus Christ.  The law teaches us what sin is and makes us aware that we have a problem.  Jesus is the solution.

Jesus’ offering cleanses us and puts our souls at rest.  
You can rest assured that Jesus gave His blood to forgive 100% of your sin.  Don’t let the enemy try to convince you that Jesus’ blood only removed some of your sin.  Or that it may have removed the other guy’s but it couldn’t forgive yours. That is a lie from the pit.  I John 1:7 assures us, But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  To believe that the blood of Jesus could not remove ALL of your sin is to say that His blood was not enough.  It cleansed us from all sin.  Believe it.  Accept God’s forgiveness and live a new life in Christ. 

When an Israelite offered his sin-offering, then his conscience could be at rest.  Our sin-offering has been sacrificed and as a believer in Jesus, you can be at rest.  The Bible says that it is by this perfect grace and love that we are able to come to the Father.  And He who began this good work in you will do a marvelous job of completing it.  

Amen?  Amen.  
For further study:  
What more does the New Testament say about 
Jesus Christ redeeming us as our Sin-Offering?
The New Testament clearly teaches us that as God provided these Old Testament offerings, He was pointing to one offering that would make a difference.  The ONLY sin-offering that will have any effect in heaven is the one that paid the price for my sin on Calvary almost 2000 years ago.  
Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.

Jesus carried the curse of sin on the cross and redeemed us (paid the price for our sin.)

Galatians 4:4-5  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

Ephesians 1:7:  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.

Redemption, the price necessary to pay for our sin, was paid by Jesus Christ.  These two verses tell us that as a result, we are now adopted into God’s family and our sins have been forgiven by the abundance of His grace.

Hebrews 7:25-27:  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.

When Jesus offered up Himself, He did it once acting both as High Priest and as the very sin-offering that would remove our sin.  Amazing!
Hebrews 9:11-15:  But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.  For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

Jesus entered the real Holy of Holies in heaven by the power of His own blood (rather than by the blood of bulls and goats).  The blood of bulls and goats purified the flesh in a ceremonial fashion.  The offerer could go home knowing that he had brought the right sacrifice and according to God, the offerer was clean.  This scripture in Hebrews asked how much more powerful was the blood of Jesus in purging our conscience or our own inner being from those transgressions?

Hebrews 9:22: And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.

Hebrews 9:26: For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
Hallelujah!  Thank God that this is true.  Jesus put our sin away when He sacrificed Himself on the cross!

Hebrews 13:11-14:  For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.  Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.  For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.  

Just as the sin-offering was taken out of the camp, Jesus was taken out of the city.  Now, the disciples may have wanted to go back to the city of Jerusalem; it was the center of worship and culture in Israel.  This passage in Hebrews 13 says that they chose not to go back to the rituals of worship in Jerusalem.  Instead, they went with Jesus outside the camp and suffered the reproach of Christ because if it.  They knew that they could not go back to Jerusalem and its system of worship; they were no longer looking for it, they were looking for a continuing city that would last forever.
I Peter 1:18-19: Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
I Peter 3:18: For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

I John 1:7:  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
Believers in Jesus … Having been forgiven of all of our sins by the blood of Jesus, we are now empowered by the Holy Spirit to walk as children of the light in Christ.  Let’s walk as children of light.
�  There is no reference to the priests eating the sin-offering in Leviticus; however, according to Numbers 18:9-10, the priests did eat the sin-offering brought by the people.
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