Jesus Paid the Debt
Leviticus 5-6
Before we move into the scripture we are studying today, let’s put it in proper context.  The Bible is an autobiography of Jesus Christ, the Savior of Israel and the Light to the Gentiles.  It has been protected for thousands of years and passed down for generations so that we could see the plan of salvation that was concealed in the Old Testament and revealed in the New.

This is not just a history book; it is a living account of the life of Jesus Christ.  The first 39 books of scripture foreshadow Him; the last 27 books reveal Him in all of His glory.  It was written to introduce us to Jesus and to increase our faith in Him as we look back and see that God had a plan from the beginning to redeem fallen man.  He proclaimed the life, death and resurrection of Jesus hundreds of years before it came to pass.  
The Apostle Peter said that God’s ability to foretell the coming Messiah is significant proof that Jesus Christ is who He says He is.  In I Peter 1:19-21, he said, We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  Peter saw Jesus face to face.  Yet he says that the Old Testament evidence, inspired by the Holy Spirit is more sure (solid) evidence that Jesus is the Christ than his own eye witness account!  And as Peter said, we do well to take heed to this message.   

After His resurrection, Jesus blessed two disciples with an incredible Bible study as they walked down the road to Emmaus.  During their long walk, He expounded upon the Old Testament to prove that the Messiah would have to suffer and die before He was glorified.  It says in Luke 24:27, And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.  There it is, beginning in the books of Moses (Genesis – Deuteronomy) and going all the way through the books of prophecy, Jesus Himself said that they speak of Him.
Later that same night, Jesus stood in the midst of the disciples in Jerusalem and said unto them, “These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you; that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms concerning me.”  Then He opened their understanding that they might understand the scriptures (Luke 24:44-45).  We pray God that He would bless us with a proper understanding of the Old Testament scriptures as well!!! 

So, we look at chapters five and six of Leviticus and we find … you guessed it, we find Jesus.  We have looked at the first four Levitical offerings in chapters 1-4.  The burnt offering proclaimed Jesus life as wholly acceptable to the Father.  The meal offering proclaimed the perfect life that Jesus lived on this earth.  As our peace offering Jesus made peace for us with the Father.  As the sin-offering, Jesus was made sin for us so that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him
.  
In today’s study, we will look at the trespass offering and the rules God gave Moses for offering each of the others.  
Why was a trespass offering necessary?  The sin-offering and the trespass offering were necessary because of our sin nature.   Something had to be done to solve our sin problem; God took care of it.  He sent His Son, made like unto sinful man to take our sinfulness to the cross.

Chapter five is a continuation of what we studied in the previous chapter where we discussed the sin-offering and the fact that Jesus Christ, who knew no sin became sin for us
.  The sin offering addressed the ugliness of sin and the separation that it caused.  The trespass offering addresses the injury caused by our sin.
And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity.  Or if a soul touch any unclean thing
, whether it be a carcase of an unclean beast, or a carcase of unclean cattle, or the carcase of unclean creeping things, and if it be hidden from him; he also shall be unclean, and guilty.  Or if he touch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever uncleanness it be that a man shall be defiled withal, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty.  Or if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do evil, or to do good, whatsoever it be that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these.  And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing:  And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD for his sin which he hath sinned, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats, for a sin offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his sin.      Leviticus 5:1-6

In this passage you get an incredible sense God’s holiness and how specific He is regarding issues of sin.  One brother commented after reading this scripture, “If I had lived with the Israelites in the wilderness, I would have needed a whole flock of sheep and goats to take a sin or trespass offering everyday!”  I would have too.  And I probably would have needed most of the pigeons and turtledoves in the area as well.  

The list of offences God gave to Moses in this book overwhelms you with the weight of the law.  If you look at the specific instances of sin that God elaborates upon you could get the sense that He is looking for places to trip us up, He wants to catch us in sin!  Wrong.  Through the law, He shows us that He is completely holy and we are completely hopeless apart from His provision for our forgiveness and cleansing.  Thank God that He was specific regarding sin so that we would see our complete need for a Savior.

Some folks believe that they can get to God without the Savior, without coming to the cross.  They believe that they can improve themselves to the point of pleasing God by their own goodness.  To think that we could live in the presence of God, apart from the redeeming blood and love of Jesus Christ is utter nonsense.  How could a mortal man possibly live a life that is pleasing to the Father without accepting His offering for sin?  Self-improvement will not take the place of His perfect offering.  
This passage in Leviticus 5 makes it clear that there are ways that displease the Lord that we have not even contemplated!  How could we enter into His holiness based upon personal improvement if we aren’t even aware of all that needs improving!  So you see that we cannot approach God on the basis of a reduced level of sin in our lives, “I don’t lust as much as I used to.  I quit drinking and I hardly even swear anymore.”  Reducing known sin will not endear us to the LORD.  We can only enter into His presence based upon His provision for our cleansing and forgiveness.  
If you are not a believer in Jesus, then you see this as bad news.  And you’re right, if you do not believe in Jesus, this is bad news.  But I have some good news for you.  The offering of Jesus on the cross not only removed the sins that you are aware of; His blood also took care of the ones that we are not aware of.  Jesus was aware of them all; His blood removed them all.
Remember the purpose of the law, Galatians 3:24 tells us that the law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, to help us realize that the blood of bulls and goats could not accomplish all that needed to be done.  There had to be another sacrifice.  Thank God there was; Jehovah-jireh, our provider, provided Himself a lamb for the sacrifice just as it was prophesied in Genesis 22:8.
Like all of the other offerings, the trespass-offering was fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  As our sin-offering, He took our sin away.  As our trespass offering, He paid the debt that we owed because of our sin.
Let’s continue.

And if he be not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring for his trespass, which he hath committed, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto the LORD; one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering.  And he shall bring them unto the priest, who shall offer that which is for the sin offering first, and wring off his head from his neck, but shall not divide it asunder:  And he shall sprinkle of the blood of the sin offering upon the side of the altar; and the rest of the blood shall be wrung out at the bottom of the altar: it is a sin offering.  And he shall offer the second for a burnt offering, according to the manner: and the priest shall make an atonement for him for his sin which he hath sinned, and it shall be forgiven him.          Leviticus 5:7-10

“And it shall be forgiven him.”  Now that is good news!  The atonement has been made, the forgiveness has been granted.  The Hebrew word for “forgiven” here means to release or to pardon.  The Greek word translated “forgiven” in the New Testament means to pardon, to cancel, to leave, to abandon.  If you have received Christ, your sins have been pardoned, cancelled, left behind, abandoned.  That’s how clean you are before God.  The opportunity that He has given us to walk in holiness boggles my mind.  It should boggle yours, too.  We stand in awe of the love and grace of God for us!
But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he shall put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankincense thereon: for it is a sin offering.   Leviticus 5:11

That’s interesting.  God made provision for every Israelite to be forgiven.  If they could afford a lamb then a lamb should be brought.  If they were too poor for a lamb, then two turtledoves should be offered.  If the birds were too expensive or unavailable, then a cake of bread would do.  
Why wasn’t any oil or frankincense added to this offering?  Because it is a sin-offering and the Holy Spirit (typified by the oil) isn’t involved in sin.  And it isn’t a sweet-savor offering so there is no frankincense.  Sin smells pretty bad to God, so there isn’t any satisfying aroma to this offering.

Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his handful of it, even a memorial thereof, and burn it on the altar, according to the offerings made by fire unto the LORD: it is a sin offering.  And the priest shall make an atonement for him as touching his sin that he hath sinned in one of these, and it shall be forgiven him: and the remnant shall be the priest's, as a meat offering.  
Leviticus 5:12-13

The priests ate this offering … and it didn’t really taste very good.    It falls into the category of “I’m hungry, is there anything to eat before supper?”  Why did the priests partake of this offering?  Possibly, because sin tastes pretty bad and even though we have been completely forgiven for our sin, occasionally God let’s us taste just a little of the results of it to know how evil it is.  He permits us to suffer some of the consequences in order to know that it isn’t something that we should go back to again, and in order to have some sense of how He feels about it.
Compare the taste of this bread with the meal-offering that was made with fresh oil and frankincense, and seasoned with salt
.  This offering spoke of the perfect, sinless life of Jesus Christ and it tasted very good.  Which would you rather taste, the meal offering which reminds you of Jesus’ perfection or the trespass-offering that reminds you of the costs of sin?     
There may be something else foreshadowed by the priests tasting the bread of the trespass-offering.  As believer-priests, we also taste the ugliness of sin around us.  We hear words that didn’t affect us before but now they are offensive to our ears.  We see images on television that we used to enjoy but after spending time with Jesus, we find them repulsive.  In these and other ways, we taste just a bit of the ugliness of the sin that is around us.  We experience it in the light of God’s holiness and it tastes pretty bad.
And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the LORD; then he shall bring for his trespass unto the LORD a ram without blemish out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering:  And he shall make amends for the harm that he hath done in the holy thing, and shall add the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him.  And if a soul sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be done by the commandments of the LORD; though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, and shall bear his iniquity.  And he shall bring a ram without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his ignorance wherein he erred and wist it not, and it shall be forgiven him.  It is a trespass offering: he hath certainly trespassed against the LORD.                                                         Leviticus 5:14-19

Notice that it was the LORD who gave this law to Moses, “And the LORD spake unto Moses saying …”  It wasn’t Moses’ imagination or even his idea.  This was the word of God.  By faith, the people of Israel would follow Moses’ instructions believing that if they did, they would be forgiven of their sin just as we, by faith, trust the Word of God that tells us that we can be forgiven by the blood of Jesus.  They acted in faith; we act in faith.

In this case, the trespass offering had to be a ram, and there was a fine involved.  Accidentally eating the holy food or touching one of the utensils used in worship at the Tabernacle was more serious than the offences previously listed.  
In this passage, God repeats the fact that a person could sin without knowing it.  Ignorance of the law is no excuse in this country, neither is it an excuse before the God of the universe.  Do not appear before God with the mistaken impression that you will be innocent if you do not know what the law says.  This passage in Leviticus says that the Israelite who did not offer a ram for his trespass even “though he wist (knew) it not” would bear his iniquity.  If you do not come by the blood of the trespass offering provided at the cross, you will bear your iniquity too.
Let’s move into Leviticus chapter six:

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against the LORD, and lie unto his neighbour in that which was delivered him to keep, or in fellowship, or in a thing taken away by violence, or hath deceived his neighbour;  Or have found that which was lost, and lieth concerning it, and sweareth falsely; in any of all these that a man doeth, sinning therein:  Then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and is guilty, that he shall restore that which he took violently away, or the thing which he hath deceitfully gotten, or that which was delivered him to keep, or the lost thing which he found.  Or all that about which he hath sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the principal, and shall add the fifth part more thereto, and give it unto him to whom it appertaineth, in the day of his trespass offering.  And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, a ram without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest:  And the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD: and it shall be forgiven him for any thing of all that he hath done in trespassing therein.              Leviticus 6:1-7

In verse 2 of this passage, the LORD says that it is a trespass against God to lie to our neighbor.  Uh-oh.  Leviticus 5:15 says that if you misuse the holy things of God then you are trespassing against Him.  We can understand that.  However, this passage in the sixth chapter says that we are trespassing against Him when we defraud our neighbor too.  Many people believe that a wrong committed against another person is just that, a wrong committed only against another person.  God says that it is also a sin against Him.  

You remember the account of David’s sin in II Samuel Chapter 11.  David took Uriah’s wife and later Uriah to cover his sin.  Later, God sent the prophet Nathan to David and he repented.  Psalm 51 was written by David in his repentance for his awful sin of adultery and murder.  It says, in part, “For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest” (Psalm 51:3-4).  David realized that his sin wasn’t first against Uriah or Bathsheba; David’s sin was first and foremost against God.   David had not just done wrong to one of his mighty men; he had sinned against his Mighty God.  
Sins committed against other people are serious matters to God.  In Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus equates loving our neighbor with loving God and tells us that all of the law and the prophets hang on these two commandments.
That is why God says that taking something violently from your neighbor, or lying to him, or knowing that something was stolen from him and not telling him, or possessing property stolen from him is a sin against God.  Praise God that He is so concerned about our society that He governs our actions towards each other.  There are a lot of folks who may have slipped through the fingers of human justice in these areas but have not slipped past divine justice.  And infractions in God’s court are a much more serious matters.  

In verses 4-5, God introduces restitution.  He tells the Israelites that they have to repay the cost of the stolen or lost item plus twenty percent.  This is an excellent civil law but what does this have to do with the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross?  First of all, it tells us that He made restitution for us before the Father.  Not only did Jesus pay the penalty for our sin, He also removed the injury and the offence our of sin.  The debt we owed to God was paid in the blood of Jesus Christ.

When we pray, “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”, we are asking God to omit or forgive something we owe Him.  He can honor our request on the basis of the restitution paid by His Son.

Secondly, it tells us that His sacrifice not only affects us as forgiven sinners, it also affects the ones we injured.  The blood of Jesus removed our sin and it also has a positive effect on the ones who suffered because of our actions.  
For the forgiven sinner, the grace of God, through the blood of Jesus transformed our lives.  As C.H. Mackintosh wrote, “We were transformed from liars to men who speak the truth in love, from thieves to men who are silent givers, from men who only thought of ourselves first to men who think first of the good of others.”

The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin and encourages us to bring healing to the ones injured by our sinful actions.  This does not mean that we should go back and try to fix all of the problems that we may have caused but it does mean that there are times when the Holy Spirit speaks to us and directs us to bring healing to some of those we have injured.  In that way, we provide restitution.
As the Holy Spirit changes us from the inside out, we can make restitution to the ones we hurt in the Spirit and power of the One who made restitution for us.  His love gives us concern for others that we did not have before Jesus entered our lives.  The Holy Spirit works in us to esteem others as more important or higher than ourselves (as it says in Philippians 2:3).  We become “others-centered” rather than self-centered.  Our lives are radically changed by the love of Jesus.
The gospels are filled with accounts of lives changed through an encounter with Jesus.  A prime example can be found in Luke 19 where a tax collector named Zacchaeus climbed into a sycamore tree to see Jesus as he passed through Jericho.  Jesus walked right over to him and said, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thy house.” (Luke 19:5).   And all the people around him said, “What!  Doesn’t he know that this man is a sinner???”  

Eating in someone’s house was an intimate act.  It wasn’t like Jesus said, “Let’s go down to the diner and get a cup of coffee.”  He actually entered Zacchaeus’ home and dipped bread in the same bowl as this rank, sinful tax collector.  In a Jewish home, eating together was close fellowship.  Zacchaeus knew what Jesus was saying when he walked into his home and dipped from the bowl with him.  In this simple act of forgiveness and restoration by Jesus, Zacchaeus’ life was changed and he said, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold” (Luke 19:8).  
The grace of God had come into this man’s home and changed his life.  He had a desire to give back what he had taken by false accusation.  He had no desire to keep that which he had earned through sin.  The cause of the change was God’s grace expressed in Christ Jesus; the effect was a new life for Zacchaeus.  And Jesus said, “This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  Luke 19:9-10.
The love of Christ still has an effect that changes men’s and women’s lives.  II Timothy 2:19 says, Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.  He is saying, “If you are naming Jesus Christ as your Lord then depart from the sinful lifestyle that you once lived in,” because He has empowered us to leave it behind.
From Leviticus 1:1 through Leviticus 6:7 
we have looked at each of the five offerings 
that the Lord commanded Moses to sacrifice on the altar.
In verse eight we begin looking at God’s directions for how the sacrifices were to be made.
And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering: It is the burnt offering, because of the burning upon the altar all night unto the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be burning in it.  And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen breeches shall he put upon his flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath consumed with the burnt offering on the altar, and he shall put them beside the altar. And he shall put off his garments, and put on other garments, and carry forth the ashes without the camp unto a clean place.                              Leviticus 6:8-11

In this passage, the priests are wearing linen garments to handle the ashes from the altar.  This article of clothing is a type of the righteousness that we are given by the Lord.  We know from Revelation 19:8
 that the linen garment is a symbol of the righteousness of the saints.    The irony is that our garments of righteousness were made pristine white by the blood of Jesus just as the garments of the priests were sanctified by the blood of the sacrifice on the altar
.  Blood doesn’t usually make clothing white.  It takes a supernatural act for blood to cleanse and that is what God did – He supernaturally cleansed us by the blood of Jesus.

The prophet Isaiah was pretty excited about the garments of righteousness that the LORD would give us.  In Isaiah 61:10 he  says, I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.  Compare these garments with the righteous clothing in Isaiah 64:6 - But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are as filthy rags.  Our righteousness is like filthy rags but the righteousness that He clothes us in is like a bridegroom’s wedding gown!  So, you can choose to worship and serve God in your own righteousness (filthy rags) or in the righteousness that He gives us (wedding garment).  Which clothing will be worn before the Lord?  Like the Old Testament priests, we worship and serve only in the righteous garments that our Lord has provided.

And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out: and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings.  The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out.               Leviticus 6:12-13
What a blessing for the Israelites in the camp to know that the embers were always burning on the altar.  The incense was being offered.  They were right before God.  What security they would have in the dark of the night to know that the evening sacrifice was still smoldering before the Lord.
Our Lord went to the cross once but the reminder of His sacrifice is constantly before the Father.  In Revelation 5:6 we see Jesus standing as “a Lamb as it had been slain” and it is on the basis of His sacrifice that we are able always, at all times, to come before the presence of a Holy God.  We can rest secure as believers knowing that the blood of the sacrifice is still in effect no matter what the situation may be around us.  No matter what kind of day I have had, no matter what sin I may have committed, the love of Jesus expressed in His offering on the cross can still forgive me and bring me before the throne of grace.
Let’s read on: 

And this is the law of the meat offering: the sons of Aaron shall offer it before the LORD, before the altar.  And he shall take of it his handful, of the flour of the meat offering, and of the oil thereof, and all the frankincense which is upon the meat offering, and shall burn it upon the altar for a sweet savour, even the memorial of it, unto the LORD.  And the remainder thereof shall Aaron and his sons eat: with unleavened bread shall it be eaten in the holy place; in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation they shall eat it.                                                                  Leviticus 6:14-16
So the priests would eat the offering in the presence of God.  The meal offering is a type of Christ
.  As believer-priests, we partake of the life of Jesus in the presence of our Lord.  That is what we are doing when we open the Bible and sit before Him in prayer.
It shall not be baken with leaven. I have given it unto them for their portion of my offerings made by fire; it is most holy, as is the sin offering, and as the trespass offering.  All the males among the children of Aaron shall eat of it. It shall be a statute for ever in your generations concerning the offerings of the LORD made by fire: every one that toucheth them shall be holy.                       Leviticus 6:17-18

Leaven is a type of sin.  The meal-offering foreshadowed the life of Jesus and there was no sin in Him.  So, there was no leaven in the meal-offering.  

Every one who touched this offering was holy.  You can interpret that two ways.  First of all, it may mean that you better be holy if you touch the offering.  Secondly, it may mean that every one who touches the offering receives the holiness of the offering; they are set apart for God.  Which do you think it means?  
Well, imagine the reverence of the priests who were eating the offerings made by fire before the Lord.  Imagine the soul-searching that they would experience as they pondered the meaning of these offerings.  I’m sure that partaking of the offerings had a cleansing effect on their conscious and conduct.  They would be more aware of their own sin and of their need for forgiveness.  They would respond with thanksgiving that they could be forgiven and reconciled to God.  So, touching the offerings would increase the holiness in their lives.  
Meditate for a few minutes on the life and death of Jesus Christ.  What did His offering on the cross require?  Why was it necessary?    What did it accomplish for us?  Doesn’t this have a cleansing effect on your conscious and on your conduct?  As we think on these things we receive the holiness of the offering.  We are brought closer to Jesus.  We are separated unto our Lord, set apart for Him, and we are cleansed.  
Bible reading and prayer draws us closer to Jesus.  It enables us to live holy lives before Him.  But this isn’t the only place that we can be separated unto the Lord.  You can be holy standing in the chow line.  You can be holy walking the yard or working on the road squad.  When we are living in submission to Jesus, we are set apart for Him, we are holy.
Let’s finish chapter six:
This is the offering of Aaron and of his sons, which they shall offer unto the LORD in the day when he is anointed; the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a meat offering perpetual, half of it in the morning, and half thereof at night.  In a pan it shall be made with oil; and when it is baken, thou shalt bring it in: and the baken pieces of the meat offering shalt thou offer for a sweet savour unto the LORD.  And the priest of his sons that is anointed in his stead shall offer it: it is a statute for ever unto the LORD; it shall be wholly burnt. For every meat offering for the priest shall be wholly burnt: it shall not be eaten.  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin offering: In the place where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before the LORD: it is most holy.  The priest that offereth it for sin shall eat it: in the holy place shall it be eaten, in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation.  Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be holy: and when there is sprinkled of the blood thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon it was sprinkled in the holy place.  But the earthen vessel wherein it is sodden shall be broken: and if it be sodden in a brasen pot, it shall be both scoured, and rinsed in water.  All the males among the priests shall eat thereof: it is most holy.  And no sin offering, whereof any of the blood is brought into the tabernacle of the congregation to reconcile withal in the holy place, shall be eaten: it shall be burnt in the fire.
                                                                     Leviticus 6:20-30
It is interesting to read the careful detail that the Lord gives Moses regarding how these offerings were to be handled.  Even the vessels were holy.  If you were a priest, you would realize, “This is important, God commanded it. I don’t want to mishandle the offering or the provision of the LORD.”  As believers in Jesus Christ we have been entrusted with the same responsibility.  We need to read the Word; we need to understand the call of God on our lives.  Our worship and service to the Lord is not a sideline; it’s the most important task of our lives.  We don’t want to be guilty of making light of the blood of Jesus or of mishandling the Word of God.

I sometimes wonder how the priests thought of each offering.  Did they have a different attitude toward the sin-offering than toward the peace or burnt-offering?  I think they did.  The burnt-offering and the peace-offering was the meat they got to partake of.  It was a celebration of the acceptance of God and of the peace that these offerings made between God and the priest.  On the other hand, the sin-offering was one they had to partake of.  It was a reminder that the sin of the people required the death of this unblemished animal.  The burnt-offering and peace-offering was eaten with a Hallelujah!  The sin-offering was eaten in reverent silence.
As believer-priests we identify with all of the aspects of Jesus’ sacrifice.  We shout hallelujah because of the peace we have in Jesus.  We rejoice in His finished work that was pleasing to the Father.  But we also have to recognize that as our sin-offering and trespass offering, our sinfulness costs Him an awful price.

For the Old Testament priests, these feelings may have been a little more tangible.  They saw the animal that was sacrificed; they witnessed its death, and they knew why it was on the altar.  
Two thousand years after the cross, we tend to forget how real Jesus’ sacrifice was.  But it was real.  The ripping of his flesh by thirty-nine lashes with the cat-of-nine-tails was real.  The pain of the nails through His body was real.  The jarring of the cross as it slammed into position was real.  The blood pouring from His side was real.  And the forgiveness of our sins that He purchased there was real!

Don’t ever lose sight of the reality of the cross.  And don’t ever forget the blessed reality of the empty tomb!
I Peter 2:24 says, Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.  As the trespass offering, He carried your sin to the cross so you do not have to bear it anymore.  His payment for your trespasses was sufficient; His resurrection proves it.  You have been healed by the stripes laid on His back.    Now, by His grace, you can live a righteous life before Him.
Amen? Amen!
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� Ditto.   A more complete discussion of the sin-offering can be found in Jesus Became Sin For Us.


� The “unclean things” refer primarily to animals that were not approved in the Levitical diet. 


� According to Leviticus 2:10-12


� C.H. Mackintosh, Genesis to Deuteronomy: Notes on the Pentateuch, Loizeau Brothers, 1972 


� Revelation 19:8 says, And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.  


� Leviticus 8:30 says, And Moses took of the anointing oil, and of the blood which was upon the altar, and sprinkled it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and upon his sons' garments with him; and sanctified Aaron, and his garments, and his sons, and his sons' garments with him.�Revelation 1:5 & 7:14 state that our sins were cleansed and our garments were made white by the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.


� The meal-offering is described in Jesus Sustains Us, He is Our Peace, the second in the A Shadow of Good Things To Come series.
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