Luke 2:41-52

The context of Jesus’ childhood

Regarding government

   the dying Herod (4 BC)

… On his return from Callirhoe (springs of healing waters), feeling his death approaching, the King had summoned the noblest of Israel throughout the land of Jericho, and shut them up in the Hippodrome, with orders to his sister to have them slain immediately upon his death, in the grim hope that the joy of the people at his decease would thus be changed into mourning. Five days before his death one ray of passing joy lighted his couch. Terrible to say, it was caused by a letter from Augustus allowing Herod to execute his son Antipater - the false accuser and real murderer of his half-brothers Alexander and Aristobulus.

Five days more, and the terror of Judæa lay dead. He had reigned thirty-seven years - thirty-four since his conquest of Jerusalem. Soon the rule for which he had so long plotted, striven, and stained himself with untold crimes, passed from his descendants. A century more, and the whole race of Herod had been swept away.

Alfred Edersheim places the death and burial of Herod less than two months after his edict to kill all of the male children under two years of age in Bethlehem.  Herod was buried in the castle of Herodium outside of Bethlehem.

Herod appointed Archelaus (one of his sons) as successor.  Because of his father’s cruelty, Archelaus was appointed to the lesser title of ethnarch a ruler of a province or people, especially in the Roman Empire).  He was even more cruel than his father.  In one instance when rebellion broke out among the people of Judea, he had 3000 killed on the temple mount itself.  Because of his cruelty, Archelaus was banished to Gaul by the Roman government in 6 AD.  
You may remember that in Matthew 3:19, Joseph was told in a dream that Herod (the Great) was dead and he took Mary and Jesus back to Israel.  However, when he realized that Archelaus reigned in Judea, Joseph turned aside into Galilee (north of Judea).

Following Archelaus’ banishment, his half-brother, Antipas was appointed to succeed him.  His title and responsibilities were even less than his brother.  Herod Antipas was the tetrarch or Galilee.  A tetrarch was a ruler of quarter of country: the ruler of a quarter of a country or province or a joint ruler: one of four joint rulers or a ruler of a subordinate principality, especially in the eastern provinces of the Roman Empire.  Herod Antipas is the Herod who had John the Baptist put in prison and beheaded.  It was during his reign that the scepter was removed from Israel (they lost the power to impose capital punishment) due to the cruelty of the Herod rulers.  
Herod Antipas was in power when Jesus made his first journey from Nazareth to Jerusalem at the age of 12 (Luke 2:41).

Regarding the region of Galilee …

Greater contrast could scarcely be imagined than between the intricate scholastic studies of the Judæans, and the active pursuits that engaged men in Galilee. It was a common saying: 'If a person wishes to be rich, let him go north; if he wants to be wise, let him come south' - and to Judæa, accordingly, flocked, from ploughshare and workshop, whoever wished to become 'learned in the Law’.  Galilee was a region of rich agriculture and busy villages (Josephus claims that there were more than 250 towns in Galilee with populations of 15,000 or more).  Corn grew in abundance; the wine, though not so plentiful as the oil, was rich and generous.

Galilee was to Judaism 'the Court of the Gentiles' - the Rabbinic Schools of Judæa its innermost Sanctuary of the temple.
Regarding the Jewish home …

Education begins in the home, and there were not homes like those in Israel; it is imparted by influence and example, before it comes by teaching; it is acquired by what is seen and heard, before it is laboriously learned from books; its real object becomes instinctively felt, before its goal is consciously sought. What Jewish fathers and mothers were; what they felt towards their children; and with what reverence, affection, and care the latter returned what they had received, is known to every reader of the Old Testament. The relationship of father has its highest sanction and embodiment in that of God towards Israel; the tenderness and care of a mother in that of the watchfulness and pity of the Lord over His people.  (Edersheim)

Education also included formal schooling.  Children were enrolled beginning at the age of six.  The most important course of study was religious.  The study of the Bible commenced with that of the Book of Leviticus. Thence it passed to the other parts of the Pentateuch; then to the Prophets; and, finally, to the Hagiographa (books of poetry). What now constitutes the Gemara or Talmud was taught in the Academies, to which access could not be gained till after the age of fifteen. Care was taken not to send a child too early to school, nor to overwork him when there. For this purpose the school-hours were fixed, and attendance shortened during the summer-months.

Notes on selected scriptures …

Verse 47

“amazed at his teaching”
The neighbors in Nazareth

Lu 4:22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son?
The people in Capurnaum

Lu 4:32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power
At the Sermon on the Mount

Mt 7:28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: 29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

Jews at the Feast of Tabernacles

Joh 7:14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught.  15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned?

The temple guards

Joh 7:45  Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him?  46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.

They were amazed … at His grace, at His power & authority, at His doctrine, at His wisdom.

Verse 49
This is the first quotation recorded in Jesus’ life …

       “How is it that ye sought me?  Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?”

Jesus’ “I must”

Lu 2:49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?

 Lu 4:43 And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.

 Lu 13:33 Nevertheless I must walk to day, and to morrow, and the day following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.

Lu 19:5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house.

Joh 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

 Joh 10:16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

John the Baptist

Joh 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease.

The world

Lu 14:18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.  19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused.  20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.

What are the “musts” in our lives???  

· I must get out of here.

· I must get a job.

· I must earn more money.

· I must get a bigger screen TV.

· I must get a bigger house.

· I must improve my build.

Shouldn’t our “musts” be His “musts”?

· That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.  12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (Phil.3:10-14)

· He must increase, I decrease (John 3:30)

· I must be about my Father’s business.  (Luke 2:49)
“my Father’s business”

Ps 40:8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.
Joh 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.
Joh 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.
Joh 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.
Joh 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.
Verse 52

‘Advanced in wisdom and stature’… he kept cutting his way forward as through a forest or jungle as pioneers did. He kept growing in stature (hêlikia may mean age, as in Lu 12:25, but stature here) and in wisdom (more than mere knowledge). His physical, intellectual, moral, spiritual development was perfect. "At each stage he was perfect for that stage" (Plummer). In favour (chariti). Or grace. This is ideal manhood to have the favour of God and men.  (Robertson’s NT Word Pictures)

This is also the pattern for our own growth and maturity …

Prov. 3:3-4  Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.

Rom 14:17-19  For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.  19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.
What should we do with this lesson???

Ask the Lord, “What must I be about?”  And spend the year shedding the things that we thought we were supposed to be about in order to be what He calls us to be (He must increase; I decrease). 
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