Luke 3:21-4:13
Luke 3

Verse 21 - Jesus’ Baptism
Why was Jesus baptized???

Mt. 3:13-17 records a statement made in Jesus’ reply to John that is not recorded in Luke.  In Mt. 3:14-15, John says, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?  And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.’

What was Jesus referring to?

Jesus was preparing for his public ministry.  In our study of Exodus and Leviticus we discovered that Aaron, the High Priest, was a type of Jesus Christ our great high priest (according to Hebrews 4:14).  

In Matthew, Jesus may be referring to the righteousness that was fulfilled when Aaron was preparing for ministry.  Exodus 29:1-9  (READ IT)

Notice the order: 1) Aaron was clothed in righteousness, 2) Aaron was anointed with oil, 3) He was washed in water, and 4) He was anointed by the blood.  

On the other hand, his sons (priests, types of us as believer-priests I Peter 2:9, Rev. 5:10) were clothed in righteousness, washed in water, then in blood and finally anointed by the oil for service. 

It is interesting to note that in Matthew, the gospel written primarily to the Jews, this point would be made.  Whereas in Luke, the gospel written primarily to Gentiles, this was not included since the Gentiles would not be as concerned with the Old Testament types that foreshadowed Jesus.

Verse 22 – The Holy Spirit descended upon Him

Is. 61:1 ‘The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD,’ (which we will study next week because Jesus has something very revealing to say about this prophecy in Luke 4:18-21).

Verse 23 – Jesus’ age and length of ministry
‘He now began to be about thirty years of age.’   Bible scholars also believe that this was the age of a number of other men in the Bible when they entered service.  According to Matthew Henry, this is also the age of Joseph when he stood before Pharaoh (Ge 41:46), the age of David when he began to reign (2Sa 5:4), and at this age the priests were to enter upon the full execution of their office, Nu 4:3.   Dr. Lightfoot thinks that the expression here means that he was just twenty-nine years old complete, and entering upon his thirtieth year; after this, he lived three years and a half, and died when he was thirty two years and a half old. Three years and a half, the time of Christ's ministry, is a period of time very remarkable in scripture. Three years and six months the heavens were shut up in Elijah's time, Lu 4:25; Jas 5:17.  This was the half week in which the Messiah was to confirm the covenant, Da 9:27. This period is expressed in the prophetical writings by a time, times, and half a time (Da 12:7; Re 12:14); and by forty-two months, and a thousand two hundred and threescore days, Re 11:2-3. It is the time fixed for the witnesses' prophesying in sackcloth, in conformity to Christ's preaching in his humiliation just so long.
Verses 23-38 Jesus’ Linage

Here we have 76 names from Jesus back to Adam.  Matthew lists 42 generations from Abraham forward to Christ.
There are a number of differences between the pedigree in Luke and the one in Matthew.

1) Matthew begins with Abraham and goes forward to ‘Joseph, the husband of Mary of whom was born Jesus.’ (Mt. 1:16).  Luke begins with Jesus ‘as was supposed the son of Joseph’ and goes back all the way to Adam.  Why?  Matthew presents Jesus as the Son of David, the King of the Jews, the Lion of the Tribe of David.  Luke presents Jesus as the Son of Man. 

2) The genealogies are not the same.  Why?  Many conservative Bible scholars believe that Matthew traces the line of Christ through Joseph; this would be the legal line of Jesus back to David that would qualify him as King of the Jews.  While Luke traces the physical line of Christ back through Mary, who was also a descendent of David.  There was no Hebrew word to translate in Greek for ‘son-in-law’ and the son-in-law was considered to be a son under Jewish law.  The text reads, ‘the son of Joseph, which was of Heli, which was of Matthat …’ in 3:23-24.

Matthew Henry says … The difference between the two evangelists in the genealogy of Christ has been a stumbling-block to infidels that cavil at the word, but such a one as has been removed by the labours of learned men, both in the early ages of the church and in latter times, to which we refer ourselves. Matthew draws the pedigree from Solomon, whose natural line ending in Jechonias. …   It is well for us that our salvation doth not depend upon our being able to solve all these difficulties, nor is the divine authority of the gospels at all weakened by them; for the evangelists are not supposed to write these genealogies either of their own knowledge but to have copied them out of the authentic records of the genealogies among the Jews, the heralds' books, which therefore they were obliged to follow; and in them they found the pedigree of Jacob, the father of Joseph, to be as it is set down in Matthew; and the pedigree of Heli, the father of Mary, to be as it is set down here in Luke. And this is the meaning of wv enomizeto (Lu 3:23), not, “as it was supposed”, referring only to Joseph, but uti sancitum est lege, “as it is entered into the books”…. It is further worthy of observation, that, when those records of the Jewish genealogies had continued thirty or forty years after these extracts out of them, long enough to justify the evangelists therein, they were all lost and destroyed with the Jewish state and nation; for now there was no more occasion for them. 


Additional Notes:  The genealogy concludes with this, who was the son of Adam, the son of God.   Some refer it to Adam; he was in a peculiar manner the son of God, being, more immediately than any of his offspring, the offspring of God by creation.  Others refer it to Christ, and so make the last words of this genealogy to denote his divine and human nature. He was both the Son of Adam and the Son of God, that he might be a proper Mediator between God and the sons of Adam, and might bring the sons of Adam to be, through him, the sons of God.
IVP Background Commentary
Scholars have produced various explanations for the differences between the genealogies of Matthew and Luke, of which the following are most prominent: 1) Matthew records the genealogy of Joseph, Luke that of Mary, 2) one (Matthew) spiritualizes the genealogy while the other follows it literally, and 3) the lines of descent cross but are different because one list includes several adoptive lines through marriages (Deut. 25:5-10).

Bible Knowledge Commentary

Matthew  - Joseph, Luke – Mary.  2) Luke traces the line of Joseph; however, Jacob, the uncle of Joseph died childless and therefore Joseph would have the closet living heir (Jacob is listed as Joseph’s father in Matthew).

Let’s go back to Matthew Henry’s summary … 

Chapter 4

Verse 1 – Jesus led by the Spirit into the wilderness

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness!!!  Maybe the Spirit has led you there too.  The wilderness is where Moses led sheep and learned to lead the 2-3 million Israelites out of Egypt, through the wilderness to the Promised Land.  David spent seven years in the wilderness. It was there that he learned to be the greatest king that Israel and possibly the world would ever know!  
Verses 2-13 – Jesus tempted by Satan
During forty days Jesus was tempted by Satan. At the end of the forty days of fasting, the temptations became even more intense.  Jesus was hungry.  Satan thought he saw a weakness and sought to attack ….  

He operates the same way with us.  I John 2:15-17 says, ‘Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

Lust of the flesh – make these stones into bread.

Jesus responded with the Word 

Deut 8:3 De 8:3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live. 

The Father had not commanded Jesus to make bread from the stones so he did not do it.

Lust of the eyes – see all these kingdoms, they are yours

Notice that Jesus did not dispute Satan’s claim to be able to give these worldly kingdoms to whomever he would.  Why?  Satan is the prince of this world.  He controls the world systems.  If you want to compete for power in this world, then you are playing in his backyard.

John 12:31, speaking of his crucifixion, Jesus said, ‘Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.’

John 14:30, Speaking to the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus said, ‘Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.’  

John 16:8-11, Jesus was preparing the disciples for the sending of the Holy Spirit and he said, ‘And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged
Jesus says in three places that Satan is the prince of this world.  Jesus did not come the first time to take these kingdoms back.  He came to establish HIS OWN kingdom.  That is why he did not dispute the devil’s claim to power at that time.  NOW, however, we have a choice between living in Satan’s kingdoms or in Jesus Christ’ kingdom!  And we know that Jesus sis coming again to take control of ALL kingdoms on earth.  

Rev 11:15  ‘And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.’

Are you trying to establish your own little kingdom in this earth?  That is pitiful.  Who cares who the biggest drug dealer in Greensboro is?  Who cares if your company has the largest marketshare of furniture sales in North Carolina?  Does it really matter if somebody thinks they control the tables in the dayroom or the use of the musical instruments in the band?  BIG DEAL!!!  The day is coming when the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ and He shall rule for ever and ever!!!  The question is, ‘Will you be in His kingdom?’  You need to get into it NOW.

Satan tempted Jesus with a lust of the eyes, “see all of these kingdoms?”
How did Jesus respond?  With the Word.  Deut 10:20 ‘Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve.’
The pride of life – impress the people with your divinity, jump off of the building and let them see you land like a feather.

Go ahead Jesus.  Get you some fame and glory.  How did Jesus respond?  With the Word.  Deut 6:16 ‘Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah.’

In all three cases, Jesus remained obedient to the Word.  He remained humble.  He did not even attack Satan.  In remaining obedient to the Father, Jesus took Satan’s victory from him.

Our victory over sin is found in Jesus Christ!  Abide in Him!

James 4:1-10 READ IT

It is interesting to note the devil’s temptations, Jesus’ responses and the eventual outcome.

1) Satan tempted Jesus with his physical needs.  Jesus resisted.  Then in Mt. 4:11 it says that angels came and ministered to Him.
2) Satan tempted Jesus with great power.  Jesus resisted.  Then in Luke 4:14 it says that Jesus returned to Galilee ‘in the power of the Spirit’ (that is real power).

3) Satan tempted Jesus with the promise of fame and glory in verse 9-11.  Jesus resisted.  Then in verse 15, it says that ‘the fame of Him went out through all the region round about.’

Where is Satan tempting you?  Maybe God is waiting to meet that need, in His time.

Called.  Prepared.  Tested and proven.  Now Jesus is ready to launch His public ministry as ALWAYS according to the will of the Father.
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