Luke 5:12-26

The Leper is healed.
This event, recorded in Matthew 8:2-4, in Mark 1:40-44 and here is the first recorded healing of a leper since 2Ki 5:10 ‘And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.’  This is when Naaman was cleansed (over 900 years earlier).  This is the event that Jesus referred to when he was teaching in Nazareth.
This man was “filled with leprosy”.  Possibly Hanson’s Disease that attacked the extremities of the body through the bloodstream.  The sickness in the blood affected the hands, the feet and the head.  This is also a picture of sin – an inward disease that affects our thinking, our service and our walk.  

This is the condition that the Lord describes as the spiritual condition of Israel in Isaiah 1:5-6.

Leprosy is a type of sin.  The poor condition of the leper is described in Leviticus 13:45-46

And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean.  All the days wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; without the camp shall his habitation be.

Verse 12

Nothing else could change this man’s condition.  Nothing could heal leprosy.  It was a slow killer.  BUT he knew that Jesus could heal him, “If you will, you can make me clean.”

In Luke 5:8 Pet4er fell at the feet of Jesus’ “I am a sinful man.”  In 5:2 a leper falls at Jesus’ feet.  In 5:19-20 you will see men bring someone and lay him at Jesus’ feet.   

Do you know that if you are not a believer in the blood of Jesus that you are a leper?  Do you know that He has the authority and the desire to make you clean?

Verse 13

Jesus did the unthinkable; He touched a leprosy-filled man!  Praise God.

“be thou clean” katharizo: to cleanse (literally or figuratively):--(make) clean(-se), purge, purify.

Tit 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

Heb 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? {spot: or, fault}

1Jo 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Jesus had a great sense of irony; he told the man to go show himself to the priest.  The priest represented the law.  The priest had no power to heal; they could only verify that you had the disease and they could verify that you were healed.

Romans 8:2-3 tells us, ‘For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:’

Jesus directed the man to go to the priests and receive the ceremonial cleansing as a testimony to the priests and to others that he was healed.

Leviticus 14 describes this ceremonial cleansing:
Read: 14:10-14  -  the blood

          14:15-18  -  the oil

          14:19-20  -  the offering makes atonement and he is clean!

The Paralytic is healed.

Verse 17

Pharisees
Originally, men who became Pharisees were the great men of the nation who took on great risks in refusing to worship Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 BC).  They were men of character who possessed great courage in openly worshipping the God of the Hebrews when the people of Israel were being bound by order of death to depart from God.

However, by the time that Jesus arrived, the Pharisees had become nothing but religious externalists who believed that man was made right before God by keeping the law of Moses.  Their view of the righteousness of man was based solely upon outward appearance (as Jesus would tell them over and over during his three-and-a-half years of ministry).  But, as I Samuel 16:7 says “the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”

Doctors of the law became very important in Israel because they were needed to interpret right from wrong as Phariseeism descended lower and lower into a mere observance of the law.  The same would happen later to sects within Christianity, “Is it right for a woman to wear makeup?  Should women wear pants?  You can’t come into church in those shabby clothes.”
Anytime you depart from the grace of God, you lean toward legalism.  Over time, you will develop the same characteristics as the Pharisees during Jesus’ day – self-righteousness, condemning of others, measuring yourself by the sinfulness of others.
Isn’t it ironic that the very people who claimed to be the great keepers of God’s law would play a major role in crucifying the Savior?  They had no sense of their need for grace.  They had no sense of their need for healing.  They didn’t know that they needed to be resued.
doctors of the law - an expounder of the (Jewish) law, i.e. a Rabbi:--doctor (teacher) of the law.

Verse 18

Palsy – paraluo: relax (perfect passive participle, paralyzed or enfeebled):--feeble, sick of the (taken with) palsy.
It is interesting to note that the Pharisees and doctors of the law that had come from everywhere were actually inhibiting these men from bringing somebody to Jesus.  Isn’t that the way it is today?
Notice that the four friends did not let that be the conclusion of the matter.  They found a way to bring their friend to Christ.

Verse 19

Lord, help me to be a man who tears away the tiles to bring men to you!  Do not be satisfied with getting someone to the door and then saying, “Well, I did all that I could, I prayed for him.”  Or, “I wear a cross around my neck and leave my Bible lying on the pillow of my bunk, what else can I do???”

For most of my life, I have been content to quit after the first feeble effort. I would have been one of the men walking around the walls of Jericho, content that we made our pass around the city today.  But God help me if the walls came crashing down, I wouldn’t have known what to do!  

These men were resolute in their belief that Jesus could heal this man and they did not stop until they had him before Jesus.

Verse 23

Which is easier to say?  Probably to say, “your sins are forgiven” because there is no outward proof that they were forgiven.  Remember, Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees and doctors of the law who looked for outward signs.  Jesus would meet them there when He showed them an outward sign – He also healed the paralyzed man to prove His authority over sin.  They had their sign.

Spiritually, when Jesus heals us from sin, we are finally able to walk in Christ, in love, in grace.  It makes all the difference in the world!  

Ro 8:4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

 Ro 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. {honestly: or, decently}  

Eph 4:1 ¶ I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, {of the Lord: or, in the Lord}
Eph 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

Eph 5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 

Col 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:
Verse 24

Power – exousia: privilege, i.e. (subjectively) force, capacity, competency, freedom, or (objectively) mastery (concretely, magistrate, superhuman, potentate, token of control), delegated influence:--authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, right, strength.

Jesus was saying that He had the authority, the privilege, the right, the jurisdiction, the strength to forgive sins.

They had seen the dunamis (power) to heal but they questioned his exousia (power) to forgive sins.  Jesus tied them both together.

Since Luke 4:35, Jesus has displayed his authority over: 1) evil spirits, disease (n the case of Peter’s mother-in-law and others), 3) leprosy, 4) paralyses, and NOW … 5) over sin!!!

The healed man now carried the bed that had always carried him.
Verse 26

Strange – paradox: (in the sense of seeming); contrary to expectation, i.e. extraordinary ("paradox"):--strange.
They did not see what they expected.  Praise the Lord.  He often has a way of surprising us when we go to Him.  You can be sure that the people in that small house in that certain town never forgot what they saw that day.

QUESTION:  IS the first man still a leper?  Is the second still a paralytic?

Were they cleansed by the law?  No.  Their problems were diagnosed by the law (especially the leper) but they were healed by the hand of Jesus.
Neither are you still a sinner.  II Corinthians 5:17 tells us, ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.’

You are no longer a drunkard, no longer a dope addict, no longer a whoemonger.  You are clean.

Now, as Jesus told the former leper, go show your cleanness to others as a testimony to them of the love and power of Jesus Christ. 
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