Luke 5:1-11
Verse 1

The people pressed upon Jesus to hear the Word!  What a blessed people to hear the Word from the Word!  The Greek word translated “pressed upon” is epikemei.  It means impose, be instant, (be) laid (there-, up-)on, (when) lay (on), lie (on), press upon.  The next time you see it used in Luke is a bit of a surprise.  It is in Luke 23:23 where the people were “instant with a loud voice” as they shouted for Pilate to crucify Jesus.

In one case they emotionally wanted to hear the Word; in three years, a different group of people were just as emotional in their desire to silence the Word.  It’s a good reminder.  If you live to please the people, you will be pulled from pillar to post.  If you live to please the Lord (as Jesus lived to please the Father) you will be led along a straight albeit it narrow path.

Verse 2-3
Jesus chose Simon’s ship.  Simon thought that he was the fisherman; Jesus knew that Simon was the fish and that Jesus would bring him in today.

Simon’s first meeting with Jesus came in John 1:35-45 when Andrew, his brother, brought him to the Lord.  His next encounter came in Luke chapter 4 when he heard Jesus and saw the miracles that He did in healing Peter’s mother-in-law and casting out the demons.

Now Simon would encounter Jesus in his very work place and in His grace, Jesus would bless Simon and forgive him.
Verses 4-11

Simon had fished all night and earned nothing.  He then had to wash and dry the nets (you need to take care of your tools).  Simon probably planned to go home and sleep off a night of disappointment but Jesus had another idea.  Who knows, if Simon had had a successful night of fishing, he might not have been prepared for the message that Jesus would teach that morning.  Sometimes, our disappointments are used to prepare the seedbed of our hearts for the Word of God.
Jesus, like everyone else Peter knew, had some fishing advice to offer.  Although Peter probably didn’t want to hear it, he consented because of his respect for the Master.  However, you can almost hear the tone of Peter’s voice as he condescends to launching out into the deep to prove that there were no fish in the Lake of Gennesaret that morning.

Jesus proved his authority over Peter’s world just as He had proven His authority over disease and demonic forces in chapter four.  Maybe Peter had been a hypocritical synagogue goer prior to this.  Maybe he was like some Christians who go to church but leave Jesus behind when they walk into the house, drop their Bibles on the table and change their clothes.  Jesus was showing Peter that following Him was an all-time thing.

Or maybe Peter had been convinced that he was not worthy to follow the Lord.  “You are such a sinner that you can never change.”  It was okay for Peter to go to synagogue but he shouldn’t expect anything beyond that in his relationship with God.  Maybe that is why he recognized his own sinfulness and thought that it disqualified him from seeking the Lord.

Jesus corrected his misconceptions.  In His grace, He didn’t even address Peter’s complaint; He just forgave him and commissioned him for service.

If you have been sold the same bill of goods, you need to understand that Jesus is ready to forgive.  His blood on the cross can remove ALL of your sin and all of your sinfulness.  All you have to do is admit your sin, ask His forgiveness and follow Him as your Lord.

Verse 10

Just as Jesus had caught Peter, He was calling Peter to catch men.

Verse 11

Peter, Andrew, James and John forsook all, the boats, the nets and the haul of fish and followed Jesus.  It reminds me of Paul’s statement made later in his life, while in prison, writing to the believers at Philippi.

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.  (Philippians 3:4-9)

Everything Paul had in the past he counted as manure in comparison with his knowledge of Jesus.  A lot of people would think that that he had it a lot better when, as Saul, he persecuted the church, was respected in Jerusalem, sat in the ruling council, ate really well and wore fine clothes.  Now he was sitting in the jail in Caesarea.  Paul corrected them in a hurry.  He said that all of the earthly pleasures and benefits were less than nothing in comparison with his relationship with Jesus.  “I may be in prison but I know the Lord and I wouldn’t go back to physical freedom and the pleasing of men for anything.”  What a powerfully bold statement for us to remember!

Like the early disciples, Jesus has made it possible for us to lay everything down to follow Him.  And in Matthew 16:25 He promises that we will find real life when we lose ourselves in Him.  Just like Peter and just like Paul.

Let’s go!
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