Luke 5:27-39
Let’s review …

· Luke 4, Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness and tempted of Satan.

· He returned in the power of the Spirit to Nazareth where He proclaimed Himself to be the Messiah (Luke 4:18-20).  He was thrown out of town.
· He departed to Capernaum where He taught in the synagogue, cast out demonic spirits and healed the sick.

· In Luke 5 He taught along the Lake of Gennesaret and went fishing.  He caught Simon Peter who, along with Andrew, James and John, dropped everything and followed Jesus.  

· On a certain day He healed a leper.

· In a certain place He witnessed to the Pharisees and doctors of the law His authority and power to heal the lame man and to forgive sins. 

We praise God for His healing hand upon the leper and the paralytic.  We can see ourselves in both of these men as we were eaten up, filled with sin, as we could not walk.  Only the healing hand of Jesus could heal us of our sin and enable us to rise up and walk.

Now, in Luke 5:27, Jesus goes too far.  He calls a corrupt public official into full-time service!  This is a guy that everyday loves to hate.  He was a crooked tax collector, a collaborator with the enemy (the Roman government).  He was rich and he took from the poor.  There was nothing in Matthew that qualified him for forgiveness.  And this is precisely where we can relate to him.  Ouch!  

Matthew sat at the seat of custom.  No ordinary publican, he was a Mokhes or a ‘little doianier’ who taxed commerce, everything bought or sold, travel into and out of the city, etc.  These were the worst of the two classes of publicans.  The other was responsible only for income and poll taxes.

Levi was his Jewish name; Matthew may have been the name given him as an apostle (just as Simon was given the name of Peter).  Or Mathew may have been his Galilean name.
According to Smith’s Bible Dictionary …

“Matthew is mentioned by name, after the resurrection of Christ, only in Acts 1:15 but he must have lived many years as an apostle, since he was the author of the Gospel of Matthew which was written at least twenty years later. There is reason to believe that he remained for fifteen years at Jerusalem, after which he went as missionary to the Persians, Parthians and Medes. There is a legend that he died a martyr in Ethiopia.”

Verse 27

Jesus went; He saw; He called.  His call was simple; Matthew’s (Levi’s) response was immediate.  What had been going through his mind?  We don’t know.  Why would he leave his post and follow Jesus?  We’re not sure but it is possible that like many of his generation and ours, his life was empty.  He had plenty of money but he wanted more.  He was hated by the people and he did not know the love of anyone.  In Jesus, he saw the love that he craved.  He left all and followed him.

So we have Matthew, another Galilean from the area around Capernaum.  When is Jesus going to select someone who is qualified to be a teacher of His Word???  So far, we have five disciples and all of them are from the same area in this ungodly northern territory, not one is from Judea; none have any religious training.
Paul explains the reason then and now in I Corinthians 1:26-29.  

‘For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  That no flesh should glory in his presence.’

Just as the case was with the disciples and with the believers Paul referred to, Jesus called … us.
Verse 28

Follow – akoloutheo: to be in the same way with, i.e. to accompany (specially, as a disciple):--follow, reach.

Matthew penned the first gospel.  He never regretted his decision to leave the life of this world behind and follow Jesus. He didn’t even know where Jesus would lead him but he followed anyway.

Verse 29-32
The first thing Matthew did was to invite him into his house!  Praise the Lord.  He didn’t exclude the Lord from his home!  Can you invite Jesus into your home?  Would you let him look through your locker?

This former corrupt public official is going to open the door for other corrupt people to get to know Jesus.  This is called evangelism.  Why would Jesus save an old sinner?  First of all, because He loves us.  Secondly, so we could be used to bring other old sinners to Him. 

Note in verse 30 that the Pharisees murmured against Jesus’ followers but they didn’t have the courage or the forthrightness to bring it directly to Him.  Pharisees are still murmuring against the followers of Jesus!
“Why do you eat and drink with publicans and sinners?”  The word Pharisee can be interpreted as ‘separated ones’ and they had nothing to do with sinners.  They had no concept of forgiveness, either the blessing in offering it or their need to receive it.  They were legitimately confused by the actions of Jesus’ followers because nothing in their training dealt with forgiveness of sin.

Jesus draws attention to forgiveness of sin.  It is the key that unlocks the door to fellowship with God.  We are sinners.  Through the blood of Jesus, we can be forgiven of our sin.  On that basis, we can dwell in Jesus Christ, the creator of heaven and earth.  We can have dinner with Him.  In Revelation 3:20, Jesus invites us to invite Him, ‘Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.’  This invitation is based upon the righteousness that we have by faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ to forgive our sin.    

The Pharisees asked the disciples the question but Jesus gave them the answer.  Publicans and sinners were the ones who realized that they had a problem, “they that are sick”.  Like the leper and the paralytic, they knew they had a problem and they needed a healer.  The self-righteous Pharisees did not know that they had a problem; they weren’t interested in having Jesus forgive their sins; they came only to evaluate His message.  He would not receive the “Good Pharisee Seal of Approval”.
In verse 32, Jesus says that he did not come to call them; they wouldn’t respond anyway!  He came to call sinners.  Isn’t that good news!  Do you know that you are a sinner?  Did you think that because of your sin that Jesus wouldn’t have anything to do with you?  If you realize that you are a sinner then you are the very person that Jesus came to call!  Answer the call!  Ask for forgiveness.  Accept His love and grace.

Notice what He is calling us to do … to repent (metanoia) to be reformed, to reverse our way or our decision.
He did not call them to say that they were sorry and to continue bilking people out of their money.  He didn’t call us to say that He is the man upstairs, the big kahoona, the main man and continue sleeping around, doing dope, swearing like sailors or lusting like flesh buckets.  He called us to repent, to turn away from sin and to follow Him.  

Verses 33-35

By the time that Jesus arrived on the scene, fasting had become an obligation rather than an opportunity.  It was a weekly requirement of the Pharisees.  It was no longer directed by God as a time to draw away from the world and to spend time with Him.  It was now a forced march that had to be taken in order to believe that you were right with God.  Like many other rites and rituals, fasting had been taken over and perverted by man.

Hung up on their tradition, they missed the One that all of it was pointing to.  Unfortunately, Phariseeism isn’t dead.  Can you imagine how the Lord must feel when a lost sinner is turned away from a church building because he isn’t wearing the right clothing or he smells like liquor?  We can get so caught up on our own traditions that the church becomes a club rather than a healing station.  Church buildings can become so exclusive in appearance or formality that they turn sinners away rather than inviting them in.  So the very people who need to come into the presence of God feel unworthy and uncomfortable in the places where we worship.  
The bridegroom (Jesus Christ) was still with the children of the bride chamber (His followers).  In a Jewish wedding these honored guests had the pleasure of enjoying the presence and the banquet of the bridegroom for a time.  But when he was gone, they fasted because he was no longer with them.  Jesus warns the apostles of this in John 16: 6, 20 & 22.
Verses 36-39

Jesus was telling the Pharisees that it was not possible for the gospel of Jesus Christ to be placed within the old, hardened religious system that existed in Jerusalem.  They had corrupted the worship of God to the point that they did not even recognize the Messiah who had been promised throughout the Old Testament.  They had added ritual and tradition to the laws of God and as Speaking of the ruling council in Matthew 23:4 Jesus would say, ‘For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.’

They no longer represented the people to God or God to the people, in fact, they kept men from God.  Matthew 23:13 says, ‘But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.’  

This is why none of Jesus’ disciples were students of the Rabbinical schools in Judea.

The old cloth and the old wine skins of Luke 5:36-39 represent the Pharisees and the Rabbinical religion of Jesus’ day. 

We do not want to become old wine skins that cannot be used for new wine.  Within the Calvary Chapel movement, we have been rather pleased to be new wine skins, to be vessels that are prepared for the Master’s use.  We have been blessed with good teaching and with a break from old ritual that was rooted in tradition rather than being rooted in the Word.  We have experienced great moves of the Holy Spirit as the Word of God has been applied in ways that changes men’s lives.  

However, it is a historic fact that the Lord does a work and for a time men are pleased to be a part of it.  Then, man gets his hands on it and turns it from an organism into an organization.  It moves from something that is living and viable to something that is dead and stiff.  Then the Lord has to go start a fresh move of the Spirit somewhere else.  Many of the great denominations began with the fire of the Holy Spirit and sound doctrine but have been maintained on life support by artificial means beyond their usefulness in the kingdom of God.  There may be living believers within the churches but the breath of the Holy Spirit has been cut off by committees, conferences and traditions that eliminate the need for His leading in order to accomplish their purposes.

It has been said that a decapitated chicken looks most alive after it is dead.  It flaps its wings, runs around and has all the signs of life except that it is headless.  Pray that our life will never depend upon appearances of what real life used to be like.  Pray that we will constantly rely upon the direction of the Holy Spirit in accordance with the Word and that we will be willing to reverse directions in ministry style and function if the Lord directs.  Pray that no job or office in the church will become so important that it must be justified and maintained by the creation and maintenance of activities.

Remain yielded to the Holy Spirit.  That is how we can remain supple and in tune with the Holy Spirit as new wine skins for Jesus.  And as you grow, grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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