Luke 7: 18-29
Verses 19-20
John the Baptist

Was this a failure of faith or a failure of patience?

John 1:15 – John bears witness of Jesus.

John 1:29 – John declares that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

John 1:32-24 – John emphatically states that Jesus is the Son of God.

Luke 3:19-20 – John is shut up in prison for telling Herod that he should not have taken Herodias as his wife.

So what happened?  How could John have declared his solid faith in Jesus and later wonder if He was in deed the one who should come?  Maybe John began to see the Savior through the lens of his own circumstances.  Things weren’t working out the way he had thought they would.  If Jesus is the Son of God, the promised Messiah, then why am I in prison?

We can also suffer from a failure of patience when we view God through the lens of our circumstances. 

Verses 21-22

Jesus responded to the questions of John’s disciples by doing the work of the Messiah.  According to Isaiah 35:4-6 the promised one would restore sight to the blind, open the ears of the deaf and make the lame able to walk.  According to Isaiah 61:1-2, He would deliver the good news to the meek (translated as the poor in the NT).

Jesus taught and did as the Messiah was prophesied to do and then left it up to John and his disciples to believe in Him.  Jesus still does the same with us.  His life, death and resurrection testify that He is the Son of God, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, the promised Messiah.  It is up to us to decide whether we will believe or not.  Just as was the case with Paul in Athens, some scoff at this good news, some decide to hear it again another day, some believe and are saved.  Which of the three groups are you in?  Your very life depends upon your answer.

Verse 23
blessed: makarios -  a prolonged form of the poetical makar (meaning the same); supremely blest; by extension, fortunate, well off:-- blessed, happy(X -ier). 

Same word used in the beatitudes.  This word appears 49 times in the New Testament.  We would be fortunate to study those passages where it appears.  

John 13:17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.
John 20:29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Revelation 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.
offended: skandalizo -  to entrap, i.e. trip up (figuratively, stumble (transitively) or entice to sin, apostasy or displeasure):--(make to) offend.

Matthew 13:20-21 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it.  Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. {offended: he relapseth, or, falleth into sin}
Some people are offended when they read the Bible and find passages that convict them of their sin.

Isaiah 8:14-15
Some people who initially seek Jesus are offended by what they find.  They were looking for a little help but were not ready to admit that they were lost sinners in need of a Savior.  They stumbled at the Stone when He said, “I am the way, the truth and the light; no man comes to the Father except by (through) me.”
Verse 24

Reed shaken by the wind

Eph 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.

Verse 25

Clothed in soft raiment
Mt 3:4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.

Verses 26-27
Mal 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
Jesus said that John the Baptist was the forerunner to the Messiah that was promised in Malachi 3:1.  The verse in Malachi clearly says that the One to come after the forerunner is God Himself.  So, who is Jesus? 

Jesus wasn’t just pointing the people to John; He was pointing them to the message of John: that Jesus was the promised Messiah.

Verse 28

The people were looking at John the Baptist as a great man (born of a woman).  Jesus was pointing them to the need to be born again.  In John 3:5, Jesus tells Nicodemus that unless he is born of the water and of the Spirit he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
The poorest, least productive saint in the kingdom of God is in a much greater position than the greatest teacher, philanthropist, government official, religious leader or any other person who is not born again.

As a believer in Jesus Christ, you are seated with Him in the heavenlies (Ephesians 2:6).  He has made us joint heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17).  He has given us eternal life (John 3:16).  He who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than the greatest man who is only born of a woman (but not born again of the Spirit).

Verse 29
They “justified God”; literally, they got in line with God, they agreed that God was right.  Because they had repented of their sins they were able to agree with God.  This is the opposite of being offended by Him.

Are you in line with God?  Does your life line up with Him?  You need to know.  Your very life depends upon your answer.
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