Luke 7:1-17
Verses 1-10 – The Centurion’s Faith (pistis - persuasion, assurance)
The Centurion - A Gentile leader of 100 Roman soldiers; his garrison was in Capernaum.

This is the city where Jesus dwelt and preached in the synagogue, in Peter’s house and along the Sea of Galilee.

This is where Jesus called Peter and Andrew, James and John, and it is where he called Matthew from his tax colleting booth.

They were probably familiar with the centurion.

The centurion was definitely familiar with Jesus.

Note how he approached Jesus.  He didn’t call or come as the head of the Roman garrison in the city.  He didn’t demand healing for his servant.  He did not come with any idea of his perceived worth.  He asked for mercy as one who knew that he did not deserve it but that Jesus had the authority to give it.

Verses 3-5

First, the Centurion sent the elders asking Jesus to come and heal his servant.

The elders petition was based upon their perception that the Centurion was worthy (deserving of) Jesus’ favor.  So they put in a good word for him.  The Centurion understood that he was not worthy (sufficient, competent) for Jesus to come to his house.  He understood that Jesus’ favor was not based upon his worth but upon Jesus’ mercy and grace.  Jesus’ favor is still based upon His mercy and grace; praise God that it is not based upon our worthiness to receive it.

Jesus had proven His love for publicans and sinners; He was about to show His love for leaders of the Roman army who would believe in Him. 

Verses 6-8
Then it appears that the Centurion rethought his original request and sent friends to ask that Jesus simply heal his servant.  Maybe he was concerned that this important Jewish rabbi should be defiled by coming into the home of a Gentile.  Maybe his first request was made in haste and after rethinking it, he realized that it wasn’t necessary for Jesus to come but that he could save himself a trip and simply heal his servant from where he was.

In any event, the Centurion had faith to know that Jesus had authority over the sickness that had his servant at the point of death.  He did not have to see in order to believe.  He wasn’t interested in seeing the traveling healing show; he just knew that at the word of Jesus, his servant would be healed.

Verse 9-10
This is the same faith (persuasion, assurance) that the Lord calls us to. It isn’t loud or flashy; it is simple and humble.  God still commends this faith just as He did in the Centurion.
Verses 11-17 - Raising the widow’s son from the dead

Verse 11

Nain was a small city that (according to JF&B and Easton’s Bible Dictionary) was 25 miles southwest of Capernaum.  This was quite a trip on foot in a single day.  But Jesus had an appointment with a family that would be leaving the gate of the city tomorrow …

Verse 12
The young man was DEAD; not mostly dead, he was all dead.

Jesus who had demonstrated his authority over sickness and demonic spirits was about to demonstrate his authority over death.

Later in Luke 8:49 He would raise Jairus’ daughter.

In John 11 He would raise Lazarus after he had been dead for four days and was in the tomb.

In John 20 He would raise Himself from the dead!!!

In John 2:19-21 Jesus had said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.  Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?  But he spake of the temple of his body.
In Acts 3:15 & 4:10 it says that God raised Jesus from the dead.

In Romans 8:11 it says that the Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead.

Hmmm, what does this mean???  Maybe that there is a trinity, one God in three persons.

(Isn’t it interesting to see how God reveals Himself to you when you believe.)

Verse 13
Jesus acted out of compassion for the mother.

Compassion – feel sympathy, bowels yearn for …

As the only son of a widow, the dead man was her only provider and he was her only heir.
In Luke 15:20 it is the compassion of the father that welcomes the prodigal son home.  This is a picture of our Heavenly Father’s compassion for us!!!
In Mark 6:34 Jesus has compassion on the people.  He looked upon them as sheep having no shepherd and he taught them many things.

Maybe someone in your past has had similar compassion on you?  A coach, a Sunday School teacher or a neighbor who realized that you needed some love and instruction in your life.

(Young football coach who would take his fatherless players fishing or who went to their home and helped them put up a basketball goal.)

Someone looked upon your situation and out love, took action that changed your life.  That’s love in action; that’s compassion.

Later in the sixth chapter of Mark, Jesus had compassion on the multitude that He was teaching and he fed them.

This combination of sharing the truth of Jesus Christ and helping to meet physical needs MUST be the foundation of all Christian relief ministries.

Verse 14

Once again, Jesus did the traditionally unthinkable – he touched the casket of a dead man.  He was never afraid of breaking with tradition in order to do the Father’s will.

And He gave the man new life!!!

Imagine the mother’s joy!

Imagine dinner at their home that evening!

Imagine how their lives took on new meaning!
Jesus promised in John 10:10 that He had come that we might have life and it more abundantly.  This mom and son clearly understood the gift of abundant life that Jesus had given them.

Jesus not only has power over death; He has the power to give life!

The new life that Jesus has given us is just as real.

We were alienated from God, now we are joined to Him.  We were hopelessly lost, now we are found in Him.  We deserved condemnation and hell, now we have redemption and heaven!  In light of eternity, what do I have to worry or complain about???
John 5:24-27- Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.  For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;  And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.
Turn to II Timothy 1:10.
Verse 15
“He began to speak”.  I bet he did!  I wonder what he said.

Verse 16

Great fear (terror, fright) came on them all.
The miraculous catch of fish in Luke 5 caused Peter to fear.

In Matthew 28, the good news that Jesus wasn’t in the tomb caused Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to fear.

Fear is born out of uncertainty; we don’t understand something and we cannot control it.  So we fear.
As unbelievers, we responded in fear.  This was the correct response.

As believers, faith in Jesus will wash away our fear.

They glorified God.
The Jews at this point believed Jesus to be only a great prophet along the lines of Elijah or Elisha, both of whom raised young men from the dead.

Glorifying God

This was the natural outcome of the work of Jesus Christ, God the Son.  As He would later say to the Father in John 17:4 “I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.”

“The glory of God was ever uppermost in the devoted heart of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For this He lived; for this He died.  He came into this world for the express purpose of glorifying God and from this great and holy object He never swerved for a moment form the manger to the cross.”









- C.H. MacIntosh

As Christians, we have the same call and opportunity to bring glory to God.

Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.  (I Peter 2:12)
Verse 17

The rumor spread.  Literally, the “Word (logos)” spread.  It still spreads as we tell others what we have seen and heard.

Because of the compassion of Jesus Christ, we have new life!!! 
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