Luke 8:16-25
Verse 16

No one would light an oil lamp and put it under a bowl or a bed.  If you have ever lost electricity and had to use a lamp, you know that you place it as high in the room as possible in order to spread the light.  Jesus is telling the people that it is the same in their spiritual life (once again, He uses a physical lesson that they understand in order to help them understand a spiritual lesson that they do not yet grasp).

What does the light refer to?  In John 3:19-21, 8:12, 9:5 and 12:35-46 it refers to Jesus.  He is the light of the world.

In Matthew 5:14 He says that we are the light of the world?  
Which is it?  Both.  Jesus is the source of the light; we simply reflect the light of Jesus in our own lives.  So, as we receive the truth of Jesus Christ in our lives and let it shine forth, we are reflecting the truth of Jesus Christ in a dark world.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

The light of Jesus Christ shines in your life through your actions and your words.  (Ouch and amen.)

Verse 17

Hebrews 4:12-13 tells us “… Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”  It doesn’t matter if the chaplain or the pastor sees you; Jesus sees it all.  That’s the good news and the bad news.
Verse 18

In this verse, Jesus actually warns us regarding what we hear and how we hear it.  Be careful what you put into your minds; it has a major impact on the spiritual blessings that we receive.  If we listen to those who pervert the Word of God and believe it, then we will be misled.

For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.  Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.  II John 1:7-8

Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.  (Revelation 3:3)

This is also true regarding our spiritual growth.  Romans 12:1-2 tells us not to be conformed to this world but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  If we allow the polluted thinking of the world to infiltrate our thought life then we will continue to be conformed to its image of drunkenness, sexual sin and general crudeness, and we will wonder why we are so miserable.  If we choose instead to be transformed by abiding in Christ, praying and studying God’s Word then our minds will be radically changed and we will see what God’s perfect plan for our life really is.

A clean lamp burns brighter.  If the fuel is contaminated then the light will be dim.  Make sure that you are putting clean fuel in the lamp, then turn up the wick and let the light shine through your life!

Verse 21

At first, this sounds harsh.  It isn’t; it is direct but it isn’t harsh.  Jesus is teaching us that the spiritual relationship is more important that the physical one.  Don’t wait for your wife or brother or mother or anyone else to get saved; just come to Jesus.  The relationship with Him is most important.
The evidence that we have a relationship with Jesus is that we receive His word and we do it.

To sum up what we have learned about hearing and doing His Word in Luke …

If we hear but do not do His Word, then there is:
1. No foundation when trials come

2. No lasting fruit

3. No real relationship with Jesus

4. And James 1:22 says that we are self-deceived.

On the other had, if we hear and do His Word, then 

1. The storms of life will come but we are safe in Christ.

2. Our lives will bear eternal fruit, and 

3. There will be evidence that we are in the family of God.

Verses 22-25

Note that Jesus is in the boat with them.  He had commanded them to pass over to the other side.

Verse 23

Jesus fell asleep (He was 100% human).

There came a storm of wind.  Jesus had previously taught them a parable about such a storm, now He is going to let them experience one.  Storms reveal what is in our heart; they reveal the status of our faith.  Will we trust or will we fear?

You can read about another storm hitting the boat of another Apostle in Acts 27.  Notice how Paul reacted.  He may have been afraid but the word of God gave him the faith to take control in a frightening situation.

Verse 24

Jesus rebukes the wind and it obeyed (He is 100% God).
Psalm 107:23-31 describes the handwork of God that men at sea get to experience:

They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;  These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep.  For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof.  They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble.  They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits' end. Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses.  He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.  Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.  Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

The underlined portion of this passage is a perfect description of what happened to the disciples on the Sea of Galilee.

Verse 25

Jesus asked them, ‘Where is your faith?”  It is as if he was asking where they left it.  Chances are it was still on the beach.  His question is based upon two immutable facts that they could have trusted in:

1. Jesus was in the boat with them.  Don’t get into just any boat and ask Jesus to bless the trip; make sure that you are in the boat with Jesus.

2. He had commanded them to pass over “to the other side”.  Jesus had already told them that they would make it to the other side of the sea.
Your faith in Jesus is also based upon immutable facts.  Jesus Christ was crucified for our sins and He was raised from the dead for our justification.  Romans 3:23-24 says that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  You have salvation and you have forgiveness in the blood of Jesus.  You have new life by His Spirit because of His resurrection from the dead.
Jesus is in the boat, you can depend upon him.  Jesus is in the boat; you can call out to Him and rest.  
If you are trusting in a craft of your own making to weather the storm, I beg you to just get in the boat with Jesus.  He will see you through.

Call on Him now.
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