Luke 8:1-15
Verse 1

Jesus was preaching “glad tidings” or “good news” about the kingdom of God.  Why do some people treat it like unwanted news or a folktale?  Why do some preachers preach it like bad news?  I don’t know.  Jesus came preaching about forgiveness of sin and the eternal kingdom of God.   How do you get in?  Read John 3:3-5

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. {again: or, from above}  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?   Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

What are the characteristics of this kingdom?  Open your Bible and read Luke 6:20-49.

Verse 2

These women met the physical needs of Jesus and the disciples.  They cooked for them.  Later they would come to the tomb to embalm His body and find Him resurrected.  It is amazing what you find when you faithfully serve the Lord.
Verses 4-8

The Parable of the Seed and the Sower
There are three parables of seeds and sewers in the gospels:

1. Seed and Sower (Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-20 & Luke 8:1-18)

2. Life in the Seed (Mark 4:26-29)

3. Wheat and Tares (Matthew 13: 24-29)

Verse 9

“What does this mean?”  That is a good question.  Ask the Lord what He means as you read through the Bible.  You may be surprised at how willing He is to answer you.


Verse 10

Isaiah 6:9-10 tells us that it is possible for a people to forsake God to the point that they cannot see or hear His message without first enduring His judgment.  Isaiah and Jesus both are telling the people of Israel that this is the case.

Jesus taught in parables for two reasons: 1) to increase the understanding of the hearers as He used physical examples that they understood in order to teach them spiritual truths that they did not understand, and 2) to conceal the message from those who would not receive it.  If you have a problem with this, then take it up with Jesus.

Verses 11-15 The Interpretation
The seed is the Word of God.

Verse 12

The Word was trodden down (verse 5) and the fowls of the air (interpreted as devil or demonic spirits) take it away.  Have you ever walked out of a Bible study or away from a time of Bible reading and had Satan question the Word that you just read?  “Hath God said?”  Your enemy, Satan, wants you to doubt God’s Word.  Now questioning the opinion of men is good; questioning the Word of God is bad.  Remember that Romans 10:17 says that God’s Word is the basis for our faith.  Be sure that your heart is prepared to receive it so that your faith can grow.  Don’t let the enemy steal it away before it gets rooted.
Verse 13

The ones on the rock received the Word with joy (literally, they welcomed it with happiness).  What happened???  

They had no root.  Colossians 2:7 directs us to be rooted and grounded in Christ so that we are not subject to the rudiments of the world and the deceptiveness of its empty philosophies.

According to verse 6, the seed (Word) lacked moisture.  Water is used as a type of two things in the Bible: 1) the Word of God (Ephesians 5:26), and 2) the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-39).  When we do not have the Holy Spirit working in us to interpret the scripture, then it cannot be rooted in our hearts.  If we do not have the Word in our hearts (as keepers and doers) then we will fall away in times of testing or temptation.

Over and over again, the Bible tells us that times of trials are not to be run from, in fact, trials work patience (James 1:2-4), they bring God glory (I Peter 1:6-7) and they are a natural part of living as a Christian (I Peter 4:12-14).
When we are rooted in Christ we endure the trials.  John 15:5-6 encourages us to abide in Jesus and promises that our lives will bring forth eternal fruit.  It also warns us that if we do not then we will wither (just like those in this parable).

Get rooted in Christ.  Allow the Holy Spirit to make His Word life in you.

Verse 14

Thorns are the curse of the earth (Genesis 3:18).  It is interesting here that the cares of this world, the things that unbelievers are seeking as the priorities of life are depicted as a curse.  The world says that money is the answer to your problems; the Bible says that the love of it is a root of all kinds of evil.  The world says that sex outside of marriage is fun; the Bible says that it is a curse.  The cares of the world can actually choke out the Word of God in our lives.
In Romans 12:2, Paul is pleading with us not to be conformed to this world but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  We cannot be transformed as long as we are continuing to throw the stuff of the world in along with a few minutes a day of Bible reading or an hour or so of church each week.  As long as we are longing for the filth of this world, we cannot be really cleansed by the Word of God.
In this parable, Jesus is telling us that those who are choked by the cares of this world will not bring forth fruit to maturity.  Do you want to have lasting fruit in your life?  Do you want it to count for something eternally?  Then get rid of the worldly weeds that are choking your life.
Verse 15
Hallelujah!  We find out how to see real fruit from the Word in our lives.  This verse says that it happens when the Word is sown in an honest and good heart (one that is following hard after the Lord, one that is not divided between the cares of this world and the cares of the kingdom).

Note that once again, Jesus says that these folks are characterized by the fact that they not only hear the Word, they keep it.  The result is that they bring forth fruit with patience.

So, as you prepare your heart to seek the Lord and allow His Word to take root there you are sowing eternal seed that will bring forth eternal fruit.  There will be evidence of a changed life in your walk and your words.  You will abide in Christ.  The fruit of the Spirit discussed in Galatians 5:22-23 will be brought forth in you.  

Conclusion

Three types of people miss out.

1. Those by the wayside are not in the flow of the Spirit; they are hearers only.

2. Those on the rocks are part of the “bless me club” who are there to feel good but they soon leave when trials come.

3. Those among the thorns rush out as soon as the Bible Study or church service is over because they have something better to do.  They include church attendance as part of their life but they are not really worshippers.

None of these three bring forth any lasting fruit.

HOWEVER, those on the good ground, with single hearts are not double-minded, they are not playing a game.  As II Chronicles 16:9 tells us, “ … the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.”  These are the people that the Lord is looking for and they bring forth eternal fruit a hundred fold!
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