Revelation
Introduction and Chapter 1:1-6

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

INTRODUCTION

Given by Jesus to His old friend, the Apostle John while he was on the Isle of Patmos, SW of Ephesus in the Aegean Sea.  (verse 9)
Revelation (apokalupsis)- disclosure, unveiling, manifestation

· Of Jesus Christ (not the antichrist)

When was it given and written?
· Phillip Shaff, 19th century church historian said that the external evidence points to the reign of Domitian (95 AD) but internal evidence to the reign of Nero or soon after his death (68 AD).

· Irenaeus (170 AD) assigned John’s exile to the end of the reign of Domitian (81-96 AD).  Irenaeus was a student of Polycarp who studied directly under the Apostle John.

· Eusebius (3rd century AD), the father of church history, dates John’s exile to the reign of Domitian.

· Many other conservative Bible scholars (CI Scofield, John Walvoord, Warren Wiersbe) date the writing of the Revelation to the reign of Domitian.

I agree with Irenaeus and others that John received this vision on Patmos during the reign of Domitian around 95 AD. 
Why it is important …

· Determines our understanding of the events prophesied.  Did they occur in 70 AD or are they yet to happen?

· Affects our understanding of much of the Old Testament prophecies and of some New Testament books. 
Written by the Apostle John

Gospel of John
His letters

Revelation

Believe

Be sure

Be ready

20:31


I John 5:13

22:20

Salvation

Sanctification

Glorification

Much of the language is symbolic and must be correctly interpreted in order to be correctly understood.

· Use scripture to interpret scripture.

· At least 278 of the 404 verses in this book refer to Old Testament scripture

· There are many sets of sevens (number for completion)
stars, lampstands, churches, seals, trumpets, bowls, blessings

Regarding the symbolism of the book and difficulty in understanding it …

Andrew Fuller has said concerning this mysterious book:--"It is that to the New Testament church which the pillar of the cloud was to the church in the wilderness, guiding it through the labyrinth of anti-Christian errors and corruptions.  It must not be neglected under a notion of its being hard to be understood.  As well might the mariner, amidst the rocks, neglect his friendly chart, under an idea of its being difficult to understand it."
Outline of the Book

Revelation 1:19










Chapter

Things which you have seen





1

Things which are
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Things which shall be hereafter
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Immediately before Jesus’ return


4-18


Scene in heaven




4-5


Tribulation





6-18


(Time of Jacob’s Trouble (Jeremiah 30:7)

(Daniel’s 70th Week (Daniel 9:27)


His Return
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After His Return
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Millennial Reign
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Eternity
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Motivation for Studying Revelation


“The promise of Christ’s coming should be to all Christians at all times a motivation for obedience and consecration.  No believer should study prophecy merely to satisfy his curiosity.  When Daniel and John received God’s revelation of the future, both fell down as dead men.  They were overwhelmed.  We need to approach this book as wonderers and worshippers, not as academic students.”    - Warren Wiersbe

Revelation 1:1-6
Verse 1

The unveiling of Jesus Christ!!!

Which God gave to John  -  Jesus Christ is the author, John is the scribe.

To show to His (Jesus’) servants  -  it is for us.

I Corinthians 2:14 – it has to be spiritually discerned.

Which must shortly come to pass  -  events will happen quickly once begun

I Thessalonians 5:3 – birth pains
Signified
“to show by a sign” – communicates to some and hides from others, also communicates emotion i.e. rather than calling the world leader a “dictator” he is referred to as “the beast”.

By His angel – messenger

Verse 3

Blessed is he that reads and they that hear the words of this prophecy and keep those things …

Seven Beatitudes in Revelation – this one says that you are fortunate or well-off if you read it, hear it and keep it (“keep your eye on it”).

For the time is at hand (near)
Doctrine of Expectancy –  Taught by Jesus:  Matthew 24:36, 44-50, 25:13  


Taught by Paul – Philippians 3:20-21, I Tim 6:14, Titus 2:11-13


Taught by Peter – II Peter 3:1-10

So the time is still at hand.  When?  We don’t know.

Closer than it has been.

How then should we live?

II Peter 3:11-14
The Unveiling of Jesus Christ, the events of the last days.  What could be more exciting or more important for us to understand???
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