Revelation 1:4-20

Introduction

Revelation – the unveiling of Jesus Christ

· First and foremost, this book details the unveiling of Jesus.

· We must see Jesus through the lens of Revelation chapter one in order to understand, 1) His love for us, 2) to see what He gave up in order to come to earth and save us, and 3) to grasp the truth in Philippians 2:5-11.

· Jesus is no longer the babe in the manger nor is He returning to sacrifice His life again.  He is coming as He appears in Revelation to judge the world.

· Read Revelation 1:13-18 and you will more clearly understand the power of the One who sits at the right hand of God the Father making intercession for believers.

· If you are not a believer in Jesus, then you need to see Him in Revelation 1:13-18 because you are going to have to deal with Him in this way later.  Do you really want to face Him in judgment?

The Divine Outline – Revelation 1:19

· Write the things which you have seen – Revelation 1

· The things which are – Revelation 2-3

· And the things which shall be hereafter – Revelation 4-22

Verse 4

· Him who was, and is, and is to come – refers to God the Father

· The Seven Spirits before the throne – refers to the Holy Spirit
Seven is the number for completion in scripture.
There is no Biblical basis for believing that there are seven holy spirits.
Most likely refers to the sevenfold Spirit that is mentioned in Isaiah 11:2

Verse 5

And from Jesus Christ

It is interesting to see that in the very beginning of this book that John mentioned the Father, the Holy Spirit and the Son.  And some cults and other religions teach that the Bible does not reveal the Trinity.

Jesus Christ as …
· The Faithful Witness – John 17:1-8

· The First Begotten from the Dead – refers to His preeminence as the first among those who have died and been resurrected – Colossians 1:18

· Ruler of Kings – I Timothy 6:15 & Revelation 19:16

Jesus is presented in this verse in His threefold ministry as Prophet, Priest & King.  He is the only person in the Bible to fulfill all three roles.

What this august person did for us …

· Loved us

· Washed us (cleansed or bathed)

· From – literally means “away”

· Sins – offences

The Lord who is the faithful witness, the first begotten from the dead, the ruler of kings is the One who loved us and washed away our sins in His own blood.

Remember this as you see Him in verses 13-18.

Verse 6

What Jesus has made us …
· A kingdom of priests unto God – I Peter 2:9

Verse 7

· Every eye shall see Him – this will not be a local event.  You won’t have to tune into CNN in order to know that a very bright light and a very loud sound has pierced the earth’s atmosphere.

· He will come with the clouds - John was told something very similar approximately 60 years earlier – Acts 1:9-11

· They which pierced Him will also see Him.  This is a reference to the people of Israel.  According to Zechariah 12:10, at this time, the Lord will pour out a “Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.”
The Jews will begin to realize that Jesus is the Promised Messiah.

· All of the nations of the earth will wail because of Him as they endure His judgment during the Great Tribulation.

Verse 8

The Almighty

· This name for God is used 58 times in the Old Testament but appears only nine times in the New Testament – eight in Revelation and once in II Corinthians 6:18.

· In Revelation, the name is used sometimes for the Father and sometimes for the Son.

The Beginning and the End

· Jesus is the author and the finisher of your faith.  What He has begun, He will be faithful to finish.
Verse 9

· John identifies himself as our brother and companion in tribulation (pressure, tight spot).

· He was exiled on the Isle of Patmos by the Roman Emperor Domitian sometime around 95 AD after having been boiled in oil.  John knew a great deal about living under pressure and persecution.

· John had been sent there from Ephesus because of his refusal to renounce his faith in Jesus.  John outlived Domitian and was freed in 96 AD to return to Ephesus.

· It is encouraging to know that it was at one of the lowest points of his life that Jesus visited him with this awesome message.

· Jesus knew exactly where John was; He didn’t have to send out a search party or look him up in the phone book.

· You may be at a low point in your life and wonder if God knows or even cares.  As a believer in Jesus, you can be certain that He knows right where you are and that you are being carried in His loving embrace.  The One who is First and Last never slumbers or sleeps and is the same yesterday, today and forever.

Verse 11
First and Last

· This is a very important designation.  Here it refers to Jesus Christ.  This description of God also appears three times in Isaiah.

Isaiah 41:4 Who has performed and done it, Calling the generations from the beginning? 'I, the LORD, am the first; And with the last I am He.'"
Isaiah 44:6 "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God.
Isaiah 48:12  "Listen to Me, O Jacob, And Israel, My called: I am He, I am the First, I am also the Last.

· In these three passages, the LORD clearly says that the title “first and last” belongs only to Him.

· Here in Revelation 1:8, Jesus is identified as the “first and last”.  So who is Jesus?  He is God.  He is One with the Father.  He is the second person in the Trinity.

Write the vision

· God told Daniel to seal it up; He tells John to write it and send it to the churches.  (Revelation 22:10)
· This book should be read and studied by the church.

Verses 12-18

You see the glory of Jesus Christ in the aspects of His appearance in these six verses:
· Jesus is in the midst of the seven golden lampstands (the church).  This should motivate us to holy living!

· He holds the seven stars in His right hand (stars – messengers, interpreted as pastors).

· He is identified as the Son of Man just as He was seen by Daniel in Daniel 7:13-14:

"I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.

· He is dressed as the High Priest with a garment to the ground.  His sash is solid gold rather than simply having gold woven through His garment as the Old Testament High Priest.
· His white hair gives Him the appearance of the Ancient of Days (after all He and the Father are One).

·  His eyes like flames of fire.  Fire purifies and judges.  Hebrews 4:13 says that “there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”
There is no where to hide from His view.  There is no covering of deceit of cloak of good works that can hide your heart from the Lord.  It is much better to repent from sin now than to face Jesus as described here sometime later.
· His feet like fine brass as if refined in a furnace symbolize Jesus standing in judgment.  Brass is the metal associated with judgment of sin.

· He holds the messengers in His hand.
· The sharp two-edged sword was not the dagger that is described as the Word of God in Ephesians 6, it is a broadsword that was used to kill.  Jesus appearance in this chapter is not that of the baby in the manger or the suffering servant but as the Lord of glory.

You will see Him with this sword again in Revelation 19 when He returns to destroy the armies of the world with the Word of His mouth!!!

The One who created the earth and heavens by the Word of His mouth needs no other weapon to judge and to destroy those who reject His Word.

· His countenance was as bright as the sun!  Revelation 21:23 says that there will be no need for the sun in New Jerusalem because the Lamb will be the light of it.
As bright as Jesus appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration, He is much brighter in appearance here.  He is the Light of the World!
· John was struck by the appearance of Jesus and fell as if he was dead.

· Jesus touched him on the shoulder and said. “Fear not.” (Don’t be alarmed.)  By faith in the blood of Jesus, you are called a friend of God!!!

· Jesus lives forevermore!  He is the Author of Eternal Life and He has authority over Death and Hell.  Where will you spend eternity?  It is His call. It will based upon whether or not you have submitted to His authority and asked forgiveness for your sinfulness based on His shed blood.

· Recognize that the God described in verses 13-18 is the One who was willing to come to earth, live among us, die on the cross for us, was raised from the dead and has ascended to the right hand of God the Father.


· In John 17:5, Jesus asked the Father to “glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”  You see Jesus in His glory in Revelation chapter one.  You will see Him revealed in glory throughout this book.

· You must see Jesus in glory in order to understand His grace.

Verse 19

· THE DIVINE OUTLINE 
Rev. 1  -  The things which thou hast seen
Rev. 2 – 3  -  The things which are 
Rev. 4 – 22   -  The things which shall be.

Rev. 4:1 After these things (meta tauta) literally means “after these things”.  The church does not appear in the Book of Revelation again until 22:16.

Verse 20

· The symbols of verses 13 & 16 are explained.

· We as the church hold the light of the world (Mt. 5:14).  Jesus said that as long as He was in the world, He was the light of the world (John 9:5).  As we abide in Christ and He in us, we are that light.  
· That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 16Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.
Phil 2:15-16
· Angels (angellos) is most often translated this way; however, it is also translated as “messenger” (Mt. 11:10, Mk 1:2, Luke 7:27 in reference to John the Baptist, Phil 2:25 in reference to Epaphroditis).  In this case, it may refer to the messenger or pastor/elder for each church since the message is given by God to man (John).  If it were to be given to an angel, God would tell him himself. 
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