Revelation 2:1-7 

INTRODUCTION
If you are a believer, God has promised a blessing to you if you hear and keep the words of this book.  (Not a curse).

Remember Revelation 1:19

The Divine Outline 

· Rev. 1  -  The things which thou hast seen
· Rev. 2 – 3  -  The things which are 
The church period
· Rev. 4 – 22   -  The things which will take place after this.
Meta tauta – after this (or after these things)
Chapters 4-5 – scene in heaven
Chapter 6-18 – Great Tribulation
Chapter 19 – Marriage Supper of the Lamb in heaven
                      Armageddon (another supper here on earth)
Chapter 20 – Millenium
Chapter 21-22 – New heaven and new earth 

THE FIRST OF SEVEN LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES
If the Book of Revelation stopped after chapter 3, it would still be one of the most important books in the Bible.  Don’t skip these messages in order to get to the prophecies in chapters 4-22.

As you read each letter, you will note how they can be applied and you will see a similar outline:
Application of the Letters
1. Local 
These were actual churches in actual cities (now in Turkey)

2. Ecclesiastical
Messages that apply to all churches

3. Personally
What should I be doing?  What should I not be doing?
”He who has an ear, let him hear what the spirit says to the church.”

4. Prophetically
Seven churches represent seven successive stages in the history of the church.  (When John wrote it, it was prophetic, now most of it is historic)


Outline of the Letters

1. Positive affirmation – what they are doing well
(except to church at Laodicea)

2. Corrective exhortation – areas that need adjustment
(except Smyrna and Philadelphia)

3. Eternal motivation – make changes based upon eternity

4. Divine revelation – Jesus takes an aspect of His person from chapter 1 and gives a piece of it to each of the seven churches.  

“He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches.”  Revelation 3:22
Revelation 2:1-7

Letter to Ephesus

Description of Ephesus (“darling”)

· The “Metropolis of Asia”, or the “Star of Asia”, a seaport, the capitol of Asia Minor and its largest city (population of 250,000 – 500,000).
· Harbor city where the Caster River enters the Aegean Sea.

· Pagan city with the temple of Diana (Artemas) located there (one of the seven wonders of the ancient world).  The temple was 425 X 125 feet in size, 67 pillars that were six feet in diameter.  The goddess of fertility.
· Ruins still have solid marble buildings and more than five miles of solid marble street leading down to the harbor.  Public toilets and public drainage systems. 

· Amphitheater that would seat 25,000.  Also containing a great library, it was a cultural center.

· A very corrupt city because of its prosperity and the false worship of Diana.

· The church at Ephesus has its roots in a visit by the apostle Paul (Acts 18:18-21), a ministry by Apollos (Acts 18:24-18), an encounter with 12 disciples of Apollos (Acts 19:1-7), and a teaching ministry by Paul for two years (Acts 19:8-10).

· Timothy was serving as pastor or lead elder when he received both letters from Paul (I & II Timothy)

· Church history (Iraneus & Eusebius) tells us that John had served there prior to being exiled to Patmos and he returned there when he was released.
 
Verse 1

· Jesus identifies Himself as the One who holds the messengers in His hand and walks in the midst of the churches.  He sees the hearts, not just the works.  How does it feel to know that this message is coming from the Head of the Church who is here and observes us as we represent Him?

Verses 2-6

 Positive Affirmation:
· He knows their toils and pains and even their cheerful endurance!
Praise the Lord, you can be sure that He sees and He knows.

· They could not bear them that are evil.  They recognized snake oil even when it was sold under a Christian label.  We seem to invite them in to speak and to minister.

· They had examined those who claimed to have apostolic authority and found them to be liars.

Many times they had been warned about false teachers; it appears that they listened well.

Acts 20:26-30 – Paul warned the elders in their last meeting that “grievous wolves (will) enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”

In Ephesians 4:14-15 – Paul encouraged them not to be children “tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.”

Ephesians 5:6-8 – Paul warned them again, “Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.  Be not ye therefore partakers with them.  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:”

They were also warned through Timothy (I Timothy 4:13, II Timothy 2:2, 15 & II Timothy 4:2-4).

We need to take the same warning and stop entertaining everyone who holds up a Bible and tells us what we want to hear.

They seemed to be students of the Word and had been protected from a lot of error. “They showed a backbone of truth.  Nowadays, if a man is clever, he can preach the vilest lie that was ever vomited from the mouth of hell and it will go down with some.”  CH Spurgeon

Acts 17:11 -  Speaking of the Bereans, “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”  Be Bereans.

· They hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans.
Nicolaitan: niko (conquer) & laios (the people).
The Nicolaitans were those who established a professional clergy that lorded authority over the people.
The Nicolaitans separated God from the people and became the ones who were necessary to make the connection.
GOD HATES THIS. 

· They had labored.  They were a serving church.
Remember from Acts 19:19 that they had willingly destroyed $364,000 worth of ungodly books.  Do you have any pictures or magazines lying around that need to hit the trash??? 

They were active!!!  From outward appearances this was a fine church …

· Vacation Bible School
Active youth ministry
Food pantry
Sunday School
Deacon Visitation program
Traveling Choir
Drama Ministry
Daycare
Christian School
Ministry to the aged, to the infirmed, to the weak, to the … you name it



Like the church at Ephesus, many of our churches, many of us, have labored in these ministries and not fainted.  Praise the Lord!!!  BUT
Corrective Exhortation

· They had left their first love.
Leaving, unlike losing, is a deliberate, willful act.
”Left” is also translated as “forsaken” or “abandoned”. 
It is easy to go past Jesus on the way to doing His work.

God warns against this.  Christianity is a relationship.  You were redeemed by Jesus in order to worship God and have fellowship with Him.  Everything else in our lives flows out of this.

Jesus warned us that in the last days, “Because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”  Matthew 24:12

Love must be the heart of what we do.
 
Paul reminded a very gifted church in Corinth of the importance of God’s love: 
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity (the love of God), I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.  3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.           I Corinthians 13:1-3 

Paul had also spoken to the Ephesians about the power of love and the importance of the love of Jesus in Ephesians 3:14-21

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;  2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.   Ephesians 5:1-2


· We have left our first love (this is the very first warning). 
What should we do about it?
Repent.  This isn’t a detail.  This isn’t something that needs a little correction. 
This is a sin that requires repentance.

The Lord threatened to take away their church if they did not repent!!!
How many churches today exist only as buildings because they have forsaken Jesus Christ, their first love?  No life – no light.  

How many Christians have grown cold because WE have forsaken Jesus Christ, our first love?  We may know doctrine.  We may recognize false teaching.  We even may be reading our Bibles BUT we have left our first love and there is no life in us anymore.

”Remember therefore from where you are fallen and repent and do the first works.” (verse 5).
1)  We have fallen from grace into a doctrine of works.  We are trying to be right with God or to become more holy by our own efforts.  Righteousness comes by faith in the shed blood of Jesus.  Holiness comes from spending time with the only One who is truly holy; it doesn’t come from service.

2)  We have fallen into sin and excused it possibly because other Christians are doing it. 

· Where can we go?
To the throne of grace to find help in time of need.

This is a heart issue.  Let’s go back to the Psalms …

Psalm 51 – David’s great Psalm of repentance when he was convicted of his sin in having Uriah killed and committing adultery with Bathsheba.

Psalm 63 – The Psalm of David that was written when he was in the desert (probably when he was fleeing from Absalom).

Psalm 84:1-4 - How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! 2 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.  3 Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God. 4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah.

Psalm 27:4  -  One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.

WE need to cry out with the heart of David for repentance and for more of Christ!

Remember from where you fell
Repent
Return


Verse 7

He that has an ear, let him hear.  By overcoming (repenting, returning) Jesus promises to feed you from the tree of life in the midst of paradise (Revelation 22:2 & 22:14).  
Conclusion

· It is interesting to note that the encouragement for the very first church letter is that we not have our minds swayed by false teachers.  Study to show yourselves approved unto God, a workman that does not need to be ashamed, rightly divides the word of truth.  (II Timothy 2:15)
· Continue to serve.  Pray to the Lord of the harvest that He may send workers into the harvest (Luke 10:2).

· It is also interesting to note that the first stern warning is that we repent and return to our first love – Jesus Christ.  Without the love of Jesus for us and the love of Jesus in us, Christianity is just a religion.  It is just a set of rules that men follow in order to impress God or to impress men.  The love of Jesus changes it all into a living relationship that brings real meaning to your life.  You were created for the love of Jesus Christ. 
Oh God, you are my God, early will I seek You.  My soul thirsts for you, my flesh longs for you in a dry and thirsty land where no water is.  To see your power and your glory, as I have seen You in the sanctuary.  Because your loving kindness is better than life, my lips shall praise you.  Thus will I bless you while I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name.  Psalm 63:1-4
Amen.
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