Revelation 2:18-29
The Letter to the Church at Thyatira

Introduction

Thyatira 
· The name means “a perfume” or “a sacrifice of labor”
· Thyatira was a military and manufacturing city.  Located between Pergamos and Smyrna, 40 miles southeast of Pergamos, it was famous for the manufacture of purple-dyed cloth.

· There was a large temple to Apollo there.

· The current city of Ak-hissar is nearby; it is a poor town in Turkey.

· In Acts 16:14-15, Lydia, a seller of purple from Thyatira, was in Philippi “whose heart the Lord opened” and she received Christ and was baptized.  She later housed Paul and his companions in her home at Philippi.  She may have taken the gospel back to Thyatira.
General Description

· This was a busy church with lots of activity.  Today they would hold food drives, operate mission houses, establish charities, and reach out with all sorts of social programs.  These were commendable BUT there was a problem.  There was rottenness beneath the surface.
·   The overall body of this particular church was like a movie set that looked good from a distance and on the screen, it looked like a good neighborhood.  However, if you had visited, you would see that it was all a show, when you opened the doors to the homes you would have found that there wasn’t anything behind them.  It wasn’t a neighborhood at all; it was just a movie back lot.

· Jesus Christ, the Son of God with piercing judgment sees the heart and stands in judgment, and He was sorely displeased with what He saw.  He isn’t interested in the show; He is interested in the heart.
· Jesus refers to this sham of outward appearance and inward sinfulness and perversion as the depths of Satan.

· Historically, the message to Thyatira is addressed to the church at the time that it was growing in power but also in corruption (approx. 500-1500 AD).

Verse 18

· Jesus identifies Himself first of all as the Son of God (the only time in Revelation that He is referred to this way).  He is in authority.  He is the One with piercing vision who stands in judgment.

· You can tell from His description that there is going to be more rebuke and correction than commendation in this letter.

Verse 19

· This was a church of activity.  Jesus was aware of that.  He commends them for their 
works (toil, deeds)
agape love
service (especially as teachers)
faith
patience (cheerful endurance)
works which were greater now than they had been at first.
Verse 20

· However, it was all veneer.  Beneath the outward appearance there was rottenness and corruption.  Many of the church-goers were engaged in sexual immorality and false worship.
· Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Head of the church, who has authority, could see beneath the surface and He was prepared to judge them for their sin.
· Jesus refers particularly to a false prophetess called Jezebel.  This may have been her real name or it may be symbolic of her treachery and rottenness.  The name means “unmarried”.  The church is supposed to be married to Christ and to be in submission to Him (Ephesians 5:22-26) but this prophetess was not in submission to any man. 
· The story of the literal Jezebel is found in I & II Kings.  She was a daughter of Ethbaal (living with Baal), the king of Zidon.  A very evil woman, she married Ahab, the most corrupt king to rule Israel up to that point in history (approx. 880 BC).  (I Kings 16:31)

· She cruelly persecuted the real prophets of God (I Kings 18:4) and maintained 450 prophets of Baal as well as 400 more who worshipped the idols in the groves.

· She also influenced her husband to worship her false gods.  He made a grove (I Kings 16:33) and did more to provoke the God of Israel than all of the kings that came before him.

· She also threatened to kill Elijah, a true follower and prophet of God.  Her evil was so great that the threat caused Elijah to run away for a time (I Kings 19).

· She was conniving and used her position to get what she wanted.  She caused the death of Naboth in order to get his vineyard for her weak husband (I Kings 21:5-15).

· She was also judged by God and died a horrible death (II Kings 9:30-37) just as Jesus said would happen to this false prophetess in Thyatira.

· Just because someone comes bearing an impressive title like “prophet” or “prophetess” or authors a book, it doesn’t mean that they are teaching the truth.  The title may be there to distract you or to intimidate you into believing that they really are a servant of God.  Compare their message and their life with the Word of God and you will know if they are really a servant of God.

· This Jezebel was a seductress.  She caused God’s servants to wander out of the way, to go astray, to err.

· Many of us have gone astray; we were attracted by an outward show or the promise of an easier life here if we followed some false teacher.  As a result, we looked good on the outside but within there were dead men’s bones.  Beware of the show.  

· There are pastors who preach fiery sermons on Sunday and visit cheap motels on Monday.  They may lead the effort to open community centers for the youth in the city but sleep with the women in the church.

· These are the ones that Paul warned us about in II Timothy 3:2-9 (read 6-9).

· Or they may be the Christian who invites you to their home for dinner and you enjoy a lovely time.  Then after you leave, he takes out the dirty movies or he secretly abuses his wife.

· What is in my life that I would be ashamed of Jesus to see or that I wouldn’t want a true Christian to know about?  Am I harboring sin in my heart?  What do you have in your locker that you have to hide from your brothers in church?
God looks at the heart:

But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.  I Samuel 16:7 

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?  I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.  Jeremiah 17:9-10

· How can we avoid being seduced into some kind of error like the servants in Thyatira?

1. Understand the true meaning of the scriptures.  
Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.  Matthew 22:29  

2. Understand that false prophets are around.
Matthew 24:4-11
II Timothy 3:2-9

Do not be seduced by everyone who holds up a Bible or has a title or quotes a scripture.  Be particularly on guard for those who claim to have special revelation or a new message from God!!!

3. Take measures to be sure that you know the truth and that the motives of your heart are under constant inspection by the Lord.
Psalm 139:23-24
Psalm 51:10
Hebrews 4:12
Acts 17:11

In Ezekiel 36:25-27 God makes a promise to Israel that is also true for us.
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

· What did this Jezebel seduce them to do?
Commit sexual immorality
Engage in false worship, eating things sacrificed to idols.

Both of these were acceptable practices in the culture of Thyatira; however, they were not acceptable in the body of Christ.

· Are you engaging in any activities that may be acceptable in the culture but not in the Body?  Are you engaged in any activities that are assumed to go on in prison but God has called you to depart from?

”Everyone else is doing it” is even worse when they can say “the leaders of the church are doing it’ or “the guys on the praise team are doing it”.

Like Jesus said in Matthew 5:13, “If the salt has lost its saltiness, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.”   

Verse 21

· God in His grace gave her time to repent.  Thank God for His grace and the time that He has given us.  Please take advantage of the season for repentance that God has given you.  He is ready to forgive even if you have been engaged in sexual immorality, drug use, drunkenness or any other sinful lifestyle, even if you have been doing these things while claiming to be a follower of God.  Repent.  He is ready to forgive.


Verses 22-23

· Jezebel will be judged as will all those who follow her.

· Does this refer to an individual or to more than that?  It probably refers to both.  Is Jesus referring specifically to sexual immorality or to other sinfulness?  The Bible refers to lifestyles of sin as adultery and fornication.  As the bride of Christ, we are committing adultery against Him when we engage in habitual sin or false worship. 

Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went and played the harlot also.  "So it came to pass, through her casual harlotry, that she defiled the land and committed adultery with stones and trees.  Jeremiah 3:8-9

My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their God.  Hosea 4:12

The false religious system that culminates during the great tribulation period is referred to as the whore or the harlot who has caused the world to sin through her great whoredom.
Revelation 17:3-7 & Revelation 18:1-5

Jesus says that this Jezebel (false religious system) and her children (followers) will be cast into great tribulation.  The term “great tribulation” appears only three times in scripture: Matthew 24:21, here in Revelation 2:22 and Revelation 7:14.  In the other two places it refers to the period when God will pour out His judgment at the end of this age.  It is safe to believe that this is what Jesus refers to here.  So you can see that Jesus is foretelling of the judgment that the false church will go through during the Tribulation period.

· The “children” here refers to the people who will be deceived and dragged into this false worship over time.  So they will be held accountable for what they believe even though they have been deceived.  So will we.  The search for truth is that important.  You will not be found innocent because someone told you a lie.  You must know the truth and follow it.  Knowing the truth really does make you free! 
  

· Remember, that God’s judgment will be based on the condition of our hearts, not on the appearance of our actions.  No one will earn forgiveness or favor with God by our works.  It has been the bane of the church for centuries that men have tried to overcome the depths of their sinfulness by the weight of their civic actions (giving to the church, buying new pews, etc) and God sees this as the height of hypocrisy.  

Verse 24
· Jesus refers to the doctrine and practice of this Jezebel as the depth of Satan.  Remember that this woman presented herself as a Christian prophetess.

· Jesus will not add anything else as a requirement to those who follow the truth and avoid the sinfulness of this doctrine.  There is no legalism in Christ.  He didn’t require the believers to do penance, to walk on their knees to Rome, to give a certain amount of money to the church or too take any action other than believing in Him and following. 

Verse 25

· Hold fast.  Only hold fast to what you have in Christ until He returns.  This is all that is required of me today.

· Notice that Jesus teaches His imminent return here.  He continued to have them believe that He could return for His bride at anytime and He wanted them to look for His coming.


Verses 26-29
· He that overcomes (conquers, prevails) against the bombardment of false religious teaching will be given authority over the nations.

The Parable of the Talents in Luke 19:11-17 teaches that we will be rewarded later for our faithfulness in this life.

Revelation 20:4 says, “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”

Believers from this period and those who receive Christ during the Great Tribulation will rule and reign with Christ for a thousand years.

In fact, Jesus will give us some of the authority for government and judgment that He has received from His Father:

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.  9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.   Psalm 2:8-9 

Jesus will give us Himself, the morning star (Revelation 22:16).

These promises are for those who are not swayed by false religious systems, for those who remain pure in heart.  As it says in Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.

He who has an ear … let him hear.

Conclusion

· Do not be deceived by false teachers no matter how clever they may be, no matter what they offer that satisfies your flesh.


· We are accountable for what we believe and what we do about it.


· Hold fast until Jesus returns.  Remember the eternal rewards:
- you will eat from the tree of life
-  you will not be hurt by the second death
- you will be accepted by Jesus and given a new name
- you will share in Jesus’ authority over the nations.

· More to come in Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.
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