Revelation 4:1-11

Part I
Introduction

Remember, the title of this book, The Apokalupsis or the unveiling of Jesus Christ

Motivation for Studying Revelation


“The promise of Christ’s coming should be to all Christians at all times a motivation for obedience and consecration.  No believer should study prophecy merely to satisfy his curiosity.  When Daniel and John received God’s revelation of the future, both fell down as dead men.  They were overwhelmed.  We need to approach this book as wonderers and worshippers, not as academic students.”    - Warren Wiersbe

Remember Revelation 1:1 – signified - “to show by a sign” – communicates to some and hides from others, also communicates emotion i.e. rather than calling the world leader a “dictator” he is referred to as “the beast”.  This is particularly important as we move into chapters 4-22.

Jesus tells John not to seal the contents of this book but to reveal it (Revelation 22:6-10) so we should read to understand what the Lord is telling us in Revelation.

Remember the Divine Outline in Revelation 1:19.
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Chapter four is the introduction to the Visions in the Book of Revelation
Verses 1-11
THIS is an eternal picture that we need to write on our hearts and on the inside of our eyelids.

· John is given this vision

· While in the spirit

· In heaven

· After writing down the letters to the seven churches

· When will these things take place?
Hereafter (meta tauta)   Revelation 1:19

Imagine the importance of this revelation to the early church who were facing persecution and were still wondering when Jesus would return.

Think about the importance of this message today … to us, to our brothers and sisters in lands where they are living daily in poverty and persecution, looking forward even more than we are to the coming of the Lord.

John was imprisoned on Patmos when he experienced this vision.  How would this change his imprisonment afterward?

Who and What did John see?
He saw the majesty of God in a way that He had never seen it before.  This is one of the biggest “WOW” moments of all time!

In Exodus, God came down and met with Moses on Mt. Sinai.  In Revelation, God brings John up to see HIS home in Heaven.

John sees six things in this chapter:

1. The Throne
2. The One Seated on the Throne
3. Twenty-four elders seated on twenty-four seats around the throne
4. The seven-fold Spirit of God (seven lamps) around the throne

5. The four living creatures around the throne
6. All of the elders and living creatures worshipping the One seated on the throne

In this lesson, we will look at the first three.

THE Throne (thronos) – stately seat, seat of power and authority
Now you know why Jesus told the people not to swear by the throne of God in Matthew 5:34 & 23:22
We are told in Hebrews 8:1 & 12:2 that this is where Jesus Christ, our Great High Priest, sits and intercedes for us.

Psalm 11:4, 45:6 – (Heb. kicce’)

Psalm 103:19

  “The LORD has prepared his throne in the heavens. Here is a grand burst of song produced by a view of the boundless power, and glorious sovereignty of Jehovah. His throne is fixed, for that is the word; it is established, settled, immovable. 

  "He sits on no precarious throne, Nor borrows leave to be." 

  “About his government there is no alarm, no disorder, no perturbation, no hurrying to and fro in expedients, no surprises to be met or unexpected catastrophes to be warded off; -- all is prepared and fixed, and he himself has prepared and fixed it. He is no delegated sovereign for whom a throne is set up by another; he is an autocrat, and his dominion arises from himself and is sustained by his own innate power. This matchless sovereignty is the pledge of our security, the pillar upon which our confidence may safely lean.”  - CH Spurgeon

In Revelation 3:21, we are told that we (the over comers) will sit with Jesus in this throne!

The Throne of God is mentioned seven times in chapter 4

God’s throne is mentioned forty-seven times in the NT, thirty-three times in Revelation.
How did the throne appear?

Rainbow all around the throne – sign of God’s covenant with Noah (Genesis 9)

The rainbow looked like an emerald – smaragdos – “live coal”, probably not like the green emerald that we are familiar with but it was glowing with a red amber.

In addition – the great white throne (1), our thrones (1), and the throne of the beast (1) are also mentioned in Revelation.  Notice from the number of times mentioned whose throne is more important: God’s throne – 33 times, ours – 1, the beast’s throne on earth – 1. 
God’s throne is the site of many scenes in Revelation.  Get used to seeing it.
Everything revolves around the throne and the One who is seated on it.

· It doesn’t’ revolve around us.

· It doesn’t’ revolve around Washington or Raleigh.

· The biggest news or the most important information is not found on CNN or in today’s headlines; it is found in the Word of God.  THE most important issue of the day is to view the events and issues around us through the eternal lens that we have in Revelation.  This is eternal, everything else is temporary.

· This view in Revelation reminds us of God’s eternal truth, His eternal judgment and the eternal importance of keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ, the author and finisher of our faith.

The One Seated on the Throne
At this point all that John could see was light emanating from the One seated on the throne.  His descriptions of all the other characters in chapter four are much more clearly defined.

1. We do know that the One seated on the throne is God (verse 8).  He is described as the one who lives forever (verse 9), and as the creator of all things (verse 11).  And He is worshipped by the elders and the living creatures.
John compares His appearance brilliantly as light emanating from precious stones:   
Like jasper – precious stone of many colors shrouded in white; this stone is included in the breastplate of the High Priest and in the foundation of New Jerusalem.
Like a sardine stone – (sardius or cornelian stone) – fiery red in color.
2. He is Holy - hagios – sacred, pure, blameless (stated three times just as in Isaiah 6:3).

3. He is worthy to be praised because He is our Creator and ALL things were created by Him and for His good pleasure (verse 11). 

The Bible attributes the act of creation to the Father and the Son: 

And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.  Genesis 2:3
To whom then will you liken Me, Or to whom shall I be equal?" says the Holy One.  Lift up your eyes on high, And see who has created these things, Who brings out their host by number; He calls them all by name, By the greatness of His might And the strength of His power; Not one is missing.    Isaiah 40:25-26

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:  Colossians 1:16
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were involved in creation.

The twenty-four elders
They are representatives of the church, the body of Christ. 

· Wearing the white robes promised in Revelation 3:5 and described as the righteousness of the saints in Revelation 19:8.  Believers are the only ones who wear these garments in the heavenly vision.

· The term “elders” is used only for the leaders of Israel in the Old Testament, and for the leaders of the church in the New Testament.

· They sing a song in 5:9 and say, “thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue and people and nation …”  Believers in Jesus Christ are the only ones who are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.

THIS is who you are!
   They are wearing crowns of gold and white raiment.

· Having received their crowns, they sit as a kingdom of priests (I Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6).
The crown is a stephanos (or chaplet).  It is a symbol of honor.  We are told more about how we receive them in I Corinthians 9:25, II Timothy 4:8, James 1:12 & I Peter 5:4.
· They represent all those who have overcome and receive the promises given by Jesus Christ to the believers in the seven letters to the seven churches.

Note: they are around the throne of God in heaven as the wrath of God is poured out on the earth.  They are not on the earth.

They are seated.  This is the position of fellowship.  The blood of Jesus Christ has made it possible for us to fellowship with the God of all creation around His throne!

THIS is our eternal position as believers in Jesus Christ!

Ephesians 1:17-23 & 2:4-6 tell us that we are seated with Christ in the heavenlies!
So why are we whining and bickering about things that do not matter???  Does our bickering and complaining have any place in the throne of God?

Satan tempts us to deal in the pettiness of sexual sin, of lust, envy and jealousy.  But God wants to lift us up into the heavenlies.  

Which invitation are you going to accept?
Imagine how this vision changed John’s life.  In fact, you don’t have to wonder, you can read his message in I John, II John & III John.  His message was clear and simple.  He had been in the presence of the Holy One and all of the chaff had been burned away.  

This view of the throne, of the One seated on the throne and of the elders seated around the throne reminds me of the stories of the knights and the roundtable.  The knights were honorable men who revered the king around the table, who honored Him in battle, and in their conduct throughout the countryside.  They didn’t behave one way before the king and another way when they were not in His presence.  They were constantly aware of their call to honor the king.
As Christians, filled with the Holy Spirit, we bring honor to the King of kings.  Our Lord has honored us with an invitation to His throne and He has called us to serve honorably while we are still here on this earth.  Re-read chapter four and remember who you serve.
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