Revelation 4:1-11

Part II
Introduction

In the previous lesson, we looked at three important aspects in the fourth chapter of Revelation: 1) the throne of God, 2) the One seated on the throne, and 3) the elders seated around the throne.  In tonight’s lesson we will look at three more important aspects: 1) the seven-fold Spirit of God, 2) the four living creatures, and 3) the worship of God around the throne.

Remember that this book is all about the unveiling of Jesus Christ.  Remember too that Revelation 1:1 says that God “signified” this message to the Apostle John.  To signify means to “to show by a sign”, it communicates to some and hides from others.  Symbolic language also communicates emotion i.e. rather than calling the world leader a “dictator” he is referred to as “the beast”.  This is particularly important as we move into chapters 4-22.

Jesus tells John not to seal the contents of this book but to reveal it (Revelation 22:6-10) so we should read to understand what the Lord is telling us in Revelation.

Remember the Divine Outline in Revelation 1:19.
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Chapter four is the introduction to the Visions in the Book of Revelation

In this lesson we are concerned with things meta tauta (which are to come).  Chronologically, these events take place after the church age.

Note that John says that these are things that MUST be, not might be, but MUST be hereafter.  You can be sure that the events detailed in Revelation 4-22 are going to take place. 

Verses 1-11
THIS is an eternal picture that we need to write on our hearts and on the inside of our eyelids.

· John is given this vision

· While in the spirit

· In heaven

· After writing down the letters to the seven churches

· When will these things take place?
Hereafter (meta tauta)   Revelation 1:19

The three aspects of the chapter that we will study tonight are: 
The Seven Spirits of God

Revelation 4:4 says … and there were seven lamps of fire b urning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God”.  

Why seven?

· The seven-fold nature of the Spirit of God is described in Isaiah 11:1-2.  Also see John 14:17 – “the Spirit of truth”.

· Seven is the Biblical number for completion; the Spirit of God is everywhere.

This is only a partial list …
The Holy Spirit was involved at creation.
-
Genesis 1:1-2

And now He is before the throne of God.
-
Revelation 4:5

He also dwells in us



-
I Corinthians 6:19

And He intercedes for us before the throne
-
Romans 8:26

And He helps us to understand the Bible &
to know God.




-
John 14:16, 26, John 16:12-14, 

I Corinthians 2:12-14  

Remember in Revelation 1-3, the local churches are depicted as lamp stands.  Here we see the Spirit depicted as the lamp.  If there is no lamp burning, then the there is no light; there is no life (John 6:63, Romans 8:6, II Corinthians 3:6).
Churches die when they depart from the leading of the Holy Spirit.  They become empty lampstands, sad edifices of something that once was but is no longer of any real value.

The Four Living Creatures

The four living creatures are always before God.

They proclaim the holiness of God continuously.

They are very similar to the seraphim in Isaiah 6 and the four living creatures in Ezekiel 1 & 3 that are identified as cherubim in the tenth chapter of Ezekiel.

The living creatures around the throne are the antitype of the two cherubim fashioned over the mercy seat on the Arc of the Covenant.

The faces of the four creatures also match the characterization of Jesus in the four gospels.

· In Matthew Jesus is presented as the Lion of the tribe of Judah

· In Mark He is the Servant (calf)

· In Luke He is the Son of Man (man)

· In John Jesus is the Son of God (the eagle).

The living creatures rest not day and night giving glory and honor and thanks to God who sits on the throne.

The Worship of the Living Creatures and the Elders

The primary activity around the throne is the worship of the One who sits on the throne.

The basis for our worship of God in this scene is stated in verses 9-11:

And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,  The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.  Revelation 4:11

When the living creatures give glory and honor to God, we respond in worship.  We cast our victor’s wreaths, our gold medals before the throne of God.  These medals given to us by God for faithfully executing His will are similar to Olympic gold medals that victors earn as the prize for competition.  In our case, we recognize that not only did God create the games, He owns them, He gifted us to run the race, He paid for the gold, for our travel, training, food and lodging, He accomplished everything in us that was necessary for us to succeed and He deserves the crowns.  He is the Creator of all and everything was made for His pleasure and His will.  

This is also one of two bases for our worship of God now.  We will see the other one in chapter five.  God is the Creator.  We are created beings.  God has the authority; we are His servants.  By virtue of God’s grace given to us through His Son we are able to come to the throne of grace now to receive help in time of need AND we will be seated around His throne in eternity.

Our reverence for God will be so great that we will not withhold even our crowns of gold, casting them before His feet as we realize that all that we have is because of Him.  We have no possessions that are not His.  We have no authority except as He gives it to us.  We are victorious only because of Him, “for it is God who works in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).
Worship is our primary activity in heaven and it should be here also.  Singing songs is not worship.  Living and breathing and giving glory to God is worship.  However, God has blessed us with the opportunity to worship Him in song.

How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!   2 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. … 9 Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed.  10 For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.  11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.  12 O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee    Psalm 84:1-2, 9-12

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise.  8 Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early.  9 I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations.  10 For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds.  11 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: let thy glory be above all the earth.   Psalm 57:7-11

Ps 100:1 ¶ <<A Psalm of praise.>> Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.   2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.   3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.   4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.   5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.

When Isaiah saw the LORD he bowed before Him and said, “Oh woe is me”.

Ezekiel saw the glory of the LORD and fell down on his face.

The angels glorified and worshipped God when they brought the good news to the shepherds outside of Bethlehem:

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.    Luke 2:13-14

Revelation is filled with the worship of God:

Revelation 1:5-6
John worships as he introduces the book of Revelation

Revelation 4:9-11
The four living creatures and the elders worship God as our Creator 

Revelation 5:8-13
The four living creatures and the elders worship the Lamb who redeemed 



us out of every tongue, and people and nation 

Revelation 7:9-12
The Tribulation saints & angels, living beasts & elders worship together

Revelation 11:13
The remnant in the City of Jerusalem give glory to God after the
earthquake that destroys a tenth of the city. 

Revelation 19:1
Saints glorify God after He destroys the false religious system.

God created Adam and Eve to worship Him and to fellowship with Him.  Jesus Christ redeemed us for the same purposes.  In Revelation 4 & 5 we glimpse the fulfillment of His plan.  
Thank God for His grace.  We have an eternal future with our Lord.  We have sought fulfillment in many ways and in many places.  However, nothing satisfies except a relationship with the One True God.  You will not and you cannot be fulfilled until you take your place in the chorus before the throne of God.  Remember it is for His pleasure and His will that we were created.  We are fulfilled in His will, not in our own will.
Conclusion

You may ask how all of this is relevant.  “I don’t have a 5-cent nickel in my account.”  “I have no job.”  “My girlfriend just ran off with the piano player.”  What difference does this heavenly vision make?

You will stand before God face-to-face one day.  At that point, the only thing that will be important is what you have believed about His Son Jesus Christ and what you have done about what you believed.  That is all that will matter for eternity.

Consider this if you are not a believer in Jesus Christ … you are actually judging God.  You are trying to determine if He is worthy for you to submit your will to.  The message of Revelation four is that He alone is worthy of our worship because He created us and it was for His pleasure that we are here.  You who would judge God will one day be judged by God.
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