Revelation 5:1-7
Behold the Lamb of God

The Kinsman-Redeemer
Introduction
We are studying the Apokalupsis, the revelation or unveiling of JESUS CHRIST.
From Revelation 4-22 we are concerned with things meta tauta, things that must take place hereafter.  These things MUST take place.  You can be sure that they will take place hereafter.  Read Revelation with this assurance. 

Revelation 5:1-7

The good news of salvation by faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ is preached from the heavenly realm in this chapter.  You see the complete holiness of God combined with the complete graciousness of God and you cannot help but be overcome by His love as you are strengthened in faith.  As the Apostle Paul says in Romans 8:32, “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”

The Christian world awaits the fulfillment of what we are reading about tonight. We are constantly looking to this future deliverance even as we walk the paths of this life.  It is the point on the horizon that gives us hope and provides direction for our walk through the wildernesses of this world.  
Let’s take a closer look.

Verse 1

John saw a book or a scroll in the right hand of God.  The scroll was sealed with seven stamps.  These seals serve as a mark of authenticity or genuineness; they protect the document from being misused by someone other than the one to whom it belongs and is intended.  As long as the seals are intact you know that the document has not been tampered with or altered.
What is this scroll?  It has writing on the inside and outside.  Typically, this describes a will or a title deed to a piece of property.  In Jamieson-Fausset-Brown’s Commentary on Revelation it is described as “the title deed to man’s inheritance redeemed by Christ and contains the successive steps by which He shall recover it from its usurper and obtain actual possession of the kingdom already purchased for Himself and His saints.”
Verse 2
The question raised in verse two is “who is worthy”?  “Worthy” means “deserving, and suitable to draw praise”.  Who deserves to open the title deed to the earth and to loose its seals?  What is necessary in order to be worthy of such an honor?
In verses 3-4 we find that 1) it has to be man, and 2) since John saw no man who was worthy, he wept bitterly.  We will come back to these two verses in a minute.

Verses 5-6

After John weeps himself sore, one of the elders touches him on the shoulder and assures him.  “Don’t weep, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has prevailed to open the book, and to open the seals and to look thereon”!   

There is ONLY ONE who has the right and authority to take the title deed into His possession.  He has prevailed (conquered, overcome, won the victory)!  It does not say that it was the Lion of the tribe of Judah with assistance from Moses, or from Pastor So-and-So or with the assistance of any other man.  It does not say that He was aided by the angel Gabriel or Michael.  The Lion of Judah, the Root of David alone prevailed to obtain the deed to the kingdom!

John looked at the middle of the throne and he saw “a Lamb as it had been slain”.  The Lion of Judah, the Root of David and the Lamb of God are one in the same – it is Jesus Christ!  How can you be sure?
The Lion of Judah is a reference to the promised Messiah who would come out of the tribe of Judah.  Read Genesis 49:9-12.

Who is the Root of David?  Isaiah 11:1 says,

And there shall come forth a rod (stem) out of the stem (stump) of Jesse (David’s father), and a Branch (green shoot) shall grow out of his roots.

The promised Messiah would come from the line of David and he would come before David.  This is symbolized in this picture of the family tree in which the living branch grows from the stump rather than from a limb.

Jesus Himself posed a question to the Pharisees regarding how the Messiah could be a descendent of David but be referred to by David has his Lord since no man would refer to his son as his Lord. 

And he (Jesus) said unto them, How say they that Christ is David's son?  42 And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,  43 Till I make thine enemies thy footstool.  44 David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his son?   Luke 20:41-44

How is this possible?  Because Jesus Christ, the Messiah, came from the line of David according to the flesh but He is eternal as the Son of God.  (Remember John 1:1-2.)  Jesus was both before and after David.

So Jesus is the Lion of Judah and the Root of David.
John sees Jesus as the Lamb of God

In Genesis 22:8 Abraham tells Isaac that “God will provide Himself a lamb…”  This is exactly what God did 1800 years later on the same mountain where Abraham offered Isaac.  Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God was offered for our sins.  
In Exodus 12, the Lamb was offered for the salvation of each Hebrew family.

In John 1:29 Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God is introduced as the One who would take away the sins of the world.

He conquered sin and overcame the world through His sinless life, His sacrificial death and His miraculous resurrection!

That is why Jesus is worthy to receive the inheritance.  That is why He is worthy to receive the authority over all creation.  That is why we worship Him.

Notice that the Lamb had to die.  He appeared as if He had been slain.  It wasn’t enough for Jesus to come, or to live a sinless life.  He also had to be offered as the ONLY perfect sacrifice who could remove sin.  Hebrews 9:22 says that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin.
You cannot bypass the cross and be forgiven of your sin.  The only way to forgiveness and reconciliation with God is through the blood of Jesus shed on the cross.
When you come to the cross and confess that you are a sinner, you can be sure that the blood of Jesus is sufficient to remove your sin.  The Lamb ahs prevailed!  You are forgiven!

Back to Verses 3-4

Why did Jesus have to come as a man?

He had to be a near kinsman in order to redeem the land and to redeem the people.

Leviticus 25:25-27 outlines what was necessary in order to redeem property.

Leviticus 25:47-54 outlines what was necessary in order to redeem people.

In the Book of Ruth, you find the story of Ruth and Boaz.  Ruth was a gentile woman who needed to be redeemed.  Boaz, a kinsman, purchases the land that belonged to Ruth’s father in law in order to redeem both the land and the bride.  This is a type of the redemption that we have in Christ Jesus.  He paid the price to redeem all of creation in order to get the gentile bride – the Church.  In Revelation 5 we see Him claim His inheritance! 

So, in order to be the kinsman-redeemer, Jesus had to come as a man.  He could not redeem us without becoming a relative.
Verse 7

TRIUMPH!  Jesus takes title deed to the earth!  Daniel 7:13-14 is fulfilled!

“Oh death where is thy sting, oh grave where is thy victory!”  (I Corinthians 15:55).

Conclusion

We are living between two points in time – the time when the purchase price has been paid and the time when Jesus takes the title deed from the Father.  While the world is ruled by a usurper, Satan the prince of this world, we live as faithful followers of the true King.  We are reminded in Revelation 3:21 by our Lord, “To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I am overcome and am set down with my Father in His throne.”  We overcome by the blood of the Lamb.  We overcome in Christ.
Living in His graciousness, we are able to serve as faithful followers until He returns.
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